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Contemporary Contemporary 
African PoliticsAfrican Politics

Macartan HumphreysMacartan Humphreys
mh2245@columbia.edumh2245@columbia.edu

Studying AfricaStudying Africa

►► “In Negro life the characteristic point is the fact that “In Negro life the characteristic point is the fact that 
consciousness has not yet attained to the realization consciousness has not yet attained to the realization 
of any substantial objective existenceof any substantial objective existence——as for example, as for example, 
God, or Law […] The Negro […] exhibits the natural God, or Law […] The Negro […] exhibits the natural 
man in his completely wild and untamed state. […]man in his completely wild and untamed state. […]

“At this point we leave Africa, not to mention it again. “At this point we leave Africa, not to mention it again. 
For it is no historical part of the World; it has no For it is no historical part of the World; it has no 
movement or development to exhibit.”movement or development to exhibit.”

Hegel: Hegel: The Philosophy of HistoryThe Philosophy of History, 93, 99 Lectures of 1830, 93, 99 Lectures of 1830--18311831

The Big QuestionsThe Big Questions

►►What accounts for the variation in the What accounts for the variation in the 
strength of state structures? strength of state structures? 

►►What accounts for Africa’s slow economic What accounts for Africa’s slow economic 
growth? growth? 

►►Why do some African countries suffer from Why do some African countries suffer from 
high levels of political violence while others high levels of political violence while others 
are spared? are spared? 

StatesStates

“There is no number two, three, or four… “There is no number two, three, or four… 
There is only a number one: that’s me and I There is only a number one: that’s me and I 

do not share my decisions” do not share my decisions” 
Felix Felix HouphouetHouphouet--BoignyBoigny, President of Cote D’Ivoire, President of Cote D’Ivoire

StatesStates
►► Who controls them? Who controls them? 

“A continent where authoritarian rulers dominate.”   “A continent where authoritarian rulers dominate.”   BBC 20 Mar 2000BBC 20 Mar 2000

►► What is their reach?  What is their reach?  
“The cities of West Africa at night are some of the “The cities of West Africa at night are some of the unsafestunsafest places places 
in the world. Streets are unlit; the police often lack gasoline in the world. Streets are unlit; the police often lack gasoline for for 
their vehicles; armed burglars, carjackers, and muggers prolifertheir vehicles; armed burglars, carjackers, and muggers proliferate. ate. 
‘The government in Sierra Leone has no writ after dark,’ says a ‘The government in Sierra Leone has no writ after dark,’ says a 
foreign resident, shrugging.”  foreign resident, shrugging.”  KaplanKaplan

►► What do they do?What do they do?
“While “While neopatrimonialneopatrimonial practice can be found in all polities, it is the practice can be found in all polities, it is the 
corecore feature of politics in Africa.” Bfeature of politics in Africa.” Bratton and van de ratton and van de WalleWalle 1994.1994.

►► How do they change?How do they change?

The Global PictureThe Global Picture



2

ExecutivesExecutives

Only one Change of Government due to elections before 1990!

Polity ScorePolity Score

Life under autocratic regimes…

ArgumentsArguments
►► It’s just the way Africans are (and more nuanced It’s just the way Africans are (and more nuanced 

culturist explanations)! culturist explanations)! 

►► No, it’s because of the colonial legacy! Irrelevant No, it’s because of the colonial legacy! Irrelevant 
national borders, imported institutions and a national borders, imported institutions and a 
history of extraction!history of extraction!

►► No again! It’s because of external influences after No again! It’s because of external influences after 
independence, manipulating and crippling African independence, manipulating and crippling African 
elites.elites.

►► No! It’s just geography. The place is just too hard No! It’s just geography. The place is just too hard 
to ruleto rule

Economic DevelopmentEconomic Development

Global GrowthGlobal Growth

►► Source: Source: MaddisonMaddison (2001)(2001)

Real GNP per capita (PPP) growth rates, 1980Real GNP per capita (PPP) growth rates, 1980--9898
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Economic StructuresEconomic Structures

SourceSource: : McArthur and Sachs (2002); WDI (2002); IMF (2002)McArthur and Sachs (2002); WDI (2002); IMF (2002)

PovertyPoverty

Urasa, 1991, data for Rural Tanzania

00’s hours of time per year ton-km per year
Real ImplicationsReal Implications The MathThe Math

►► WOMEN: 85000 kgWOMEN: 85000 kg--km / year km / year 
►► or   85000/365  > 200  kgor   85000/365  > 200  kg--km per daykm per day
►► or > 10 kg load for 20 km per day or > 10 kg load for 20 km per day 
►► 5 hours per day5 hours per day

►► costscosts
►► calorific value and health calorific value and health 
►► safety  safety  

Infant MortalityInfant Mortality MDG Top Priority and High MDG Top Priority and High 
Priority CountriesPriority Countries
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22,00022,000

Key QuestionsKey Questions

►► What explains the poor growth?What explains the poor growth?

►► How do some areas succeed while others fail?How do some areas succeed while others fail?

►► What are the linkages between democracy and What are the linkages between democracy and 
growth?growth?

►► What explains the prevalence of AIDS in Africa?What explains the prevalence of AIDS in Africa?

►► Will panWill pan--African initiatives help economic growth?African initiatives help economic growth?

ArgumentsArguments

►►It’s neoIt’s neo--colonialism!colonialism!

►►No! It’s policies!No! It’s policies!

►►No again! It’s institutions!No again! It’s institutions!

►►No again! It’s geography!No again! It’s geography!

Violent ConflictViolent Conflict

Key QuestionsKey Questions

►►Why do conflicts start?Why do conflicts start?

►►Why do rebels join?Why do rebels join?

►►What keeps them going?What keeps them going?

►►How is peace achieved?How is peace achieved?

The Extent of Violent ConflictThe Extent of Violent Conflict

Source: PRIO



5

A Continent at Peace?A Continent at Peace?

►►
Sudan Sudan 
LiberiaLiberia
BurundiBurundi
Cote d’IvoireCote d’Ivoire
Congo. Congo. 

BBC

ExplanationsExplanations

►► It’s external: the fault of the cold war and IMFIt’s external: the fault of the cold war and IMF--
World Bank structural adjustment!World Bank structural adjustment!

►► No! It’s No! It’s povertypoverty and inequality: overpopulation, and inequality: overpopulation, 
environment stress, and “relative deprivation”!environment stress, and “relative deprivation”!

►► No! It’s No! It’s wealthwealth, and greedy rebels trying to get , and greedy rebels trying to get 
their hands on it!their hands on it!

►► No again! It’s weak states crippled by export No again! It’s weak states crippled by export 
commodity dependency!commodity dependency!

The SyllabusThe Syllabus

Coverage:

►► PrecolonialPrecolonial politics in Kenya politics in Kenya 
and Sudanand Sudan

►► The Belgians in RwandaThe Belgians in Rwanda

►► Zambian IndependenceZambian Independence

►► The British in GhanaThe British in Ghana

►► Social Order: Experimental Social Order: Experimental 
Evidence from KenyaEvidence from Kenya

►► Nkrumah and the Johnson Nkrumah and the Johnson 
AdministrationAdministration

►► The ZambiaThe Zambia--Malawi borderMalawi border

►► Race and Genocide in RwandaRace and Genocide in Rwanda

►► Nigerian Trade UnionismNigerian Trade Unionism

►► A Ugandan CoupA Ugandan Coup

►► MouridesMourides in Senegalin Senegal

►► Elections in Sierra Leone, and Elections in Sierra Leone, and 
LiberiaLiberia

►► Policy Experiments in TanzaniaPolicy Experiments in Tanzania

►► Pork Politics in BeninPork Politics in Benin

►► AIDS politics in South AfricaAIDS politics in South Africa

►► Civil War in Sierra Leone, Angola Civil War in Sierra Leone, Angola 
and Sudan.and Sudan.

Coverage:

ThemesThemes
►► The human diversity of the continentThe human diversity of the continent

History and ExplanationHistory and Explanation

►► Africa and political scienceAfrica and political science
Questions AskedQuestions Asked
Methods Used, Methodological DiversityMethods Used, Methodological Diversity

►► ApproachesApproaches
Individual level and Structural approachesIndividual level and Structural approaches
Elite level and society level approachesElite level and society level approaches
The rational and the irrationalThe rational and the irrational

►► Internal and International forcesInternal and International forces
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RequirementsRequirements

►►LecturesLectures
Guest LecturesGuest Lectures

►►Media Media 
Radio and FilmsRadio and Films

►►Your Expertise Your Expertise 
EIU, networksEIU, networks

Requirements and Resources IIRequirements and Resources II

►►ReadingReading
Online, libraries, course pack

►►Vignettes (10 Minutes):Vignettes (10 Minutes):
Stories: Movements, myths, extravagance
Investigative Research
Insights

►►Quiz (3 February):Quiz (3 February):
►names, locations and 

capitals of all countries 
►name of all heads of 

state

Requirements and Resources IIIRequirements and Resources III

►► Section:Section:
Come with questions and arguments
Use the resources in the room

►► Papers:Papers:
Undergraduates: 3 papers 
►Due: 27 February, 2 April and 7 May 2004

Graduates: Research Paper
►Due: 7 May 2004

Lecture II: Pre-colonial States

Key QuestionsKey Questions

►► What sorts of states were there in Africa?What sorts of states were there in Africa?

►► What is the distribution of states and stateless societies What is the distribution of states and stateless societies 
like? How are they characterized?like? How are they characterized?

►► How do stateless societies function? Role of ethnicity, How do stateless societies function? Role of ethnicity, 
religion, economics.religion, economics.

►► Why do states form?Why do states form?

►► What lessons are there for contemporary African states?What lessons are there for contemporary African states?
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PrecolonialPrecolonial StatesStates

►►““Africa was an archipelago of loosely Africa was an archipelago of loosely 
defined political systems: a world of defined political systems: a world of 
societies rather than states and far more societies rather than states and far more 
recognizable to anthropology than to recognizable to anthropology than to 
international relations” international relations” Robert Jackson 1990Robert Jackson 1990

States and Stateless SocietiesStates and Stateless Societies

►► Stateless societies account for perhaps 25% of African Stateless societies account for perhaps 25% of African 
population at beginning of colonial period (Curtin, p71)population at beginning of colonial period (Curtin, p71)

►► But…Bias against studying stateless societiesBut…Bias against studying stateless societies
Normative Baggage: Kenyatta, NkrumahNormative Baggage: Kenyatta, Nkrumah
Practical Obstacle: fewer records, written or oral, shorter Practical Obstacle: fewer records, written or oral, shorter 
genealogiesgenealogies

►► And…The Distinction is Flawed And…The Distinction is Flawed 
There always exist some institutions. Many “hierarchical There always exist some institutions. Many “hierarchical 
democracies.” democracies.” 
Markers: absence of permanent bureaucracy, authority over publicMarkers: absence of permanent bureaucracy, authority over public
decisions notdecisions not--permanent, diffuse and temporary. permanent, diffuse and temporary. GikuyuGikuyu??
Contra Kenyatta: Contra Kenyatta: NotNot size. size. TivTiv system: c. 1 m people during system: c. 1 m people during 
colonial periodcolonial period

AyitteyAyittey ModelModel

Chief

Council of Elders
Formed from Lineages

Inner Privy Council

Village Assembly

States: States: AyitteyAyittey ModelModel

Chief

Council of Elders
Formed from Lineages

Inner Privy Council

Village Assembly

e.g. Fanti (Ghana)
Yoruba (Nigeria)
Mossi (Burkina)

AyitteyAyittey ModelModel

PM

National Assembly

Cabinet

Electorate / 
Referendum

Chief accountable to 
Privy Council and 
Council of Elders

CharacteristicsCharacteristics
►►ConsensusConsensus

Silent Chiefs; Require consensusSilent Chiefs; Require consensus
“The very origins of African democracy lay in “The very origins of African democracy lay in 
ordinary oral discussionordinary oral discussion——the Elders sat under a the Elders sat under a 
tree and talked until they agreed”  tree and talked until they agreed”  NyerereNyerere

Arbitration and Dispute Resolution through Arbitration and Dispute Resolution through 
ConsensusConsensus

►►Organizational structures based on kinship Organizational structures based on kinship 
and ancestry; largely centered on ethnic and ancestry; largely centered on ethnic 
groupsgroups

►►Deposable LiveDeposable Live--In LeadersIn Leaders
►►No written constitutionsNo written constitutions
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Empires Empires 
and and 

Trading Trading 
KingdomsKingdoms

StatesStates
AksumAksum: “: “SSA’sSSA’s First Indigenous State”First Indigenous State”

100 to 700 C CE100 to 700 C CE
20,000 in the city c 500 CE20,000 in the city c 500 CE
LiteracyLiteracy: Written script: : Written script: Ge’ezGe’ez
AgricultureAgriculture: Possibly developed : Possibly developed the the 
plough independently, irrigation, terracingplough independently, irrigation, terracing
TradeTrade with Persia and Romewith Persia and Rome
StoneStone Building, Tombs, Sculptures;Building, Tombs, Sculptures;
CoinageCoinage (Only African Coinage up to 10(Only African Coinage up to 10thth C)C)

ReligionReligion: 3: 3rdrd century CE coverts to century CE coverts to 
Christianity Christianity (Sheba, Solomon and the Ark)(Sheba, Solomon and the Ark)

Very unequalVery unequal
Conspicuous ConsumptionConspicuous Consumption
… they also brought us coffee… they also brought us coffee

Why Why AksumAksum??
ElevationElevation: : 
►►50% of 2000+m landmass50% of 2000+m landmass
►►Reduced risks of malaria, sleeping sickness Reduced risks of malaria, sleeping sickness 

(trypanosomes ), (trypanosomes ), bilharziabilharzia
►►TseTse--tsetse fly absentfly absent
►►Good rains (Previously Two Rainy Seasons)Good rains (Previously Two Rainy Seasons)
►►Ecological diversity; Ecological diversity; TeffTeff,  low risk crop,  low risk crop

LocationLocation
►►Trade possible (Gold, Ivory, Incense, Obsidian)Trade possible (Gold, Ivory, Incense, Obsidian)
►►Technological Benefits from Red Sea links, e.g. Technological Benefits from Red Sea links, e.g. 

the plough (maybe) the plough (maybe) 
►► InsulatedInsulated

Stele at Aksum
Note: Largest Stele is Largest 

Quarried Stone in Ancient World

Aksum’sAksum’s DeclineDecline

►►Collapse by 8Collapse by 8thth centurycentury
►►Environmental Degradation; Woodlands Environmental Degradation; Woodlands 

stripped, soil nutrients washed awaystripped, soil nutrients washed away
►►Conflict in Middle East cut off trade routesConflict in Middle East cut off trade routes
►►Climate Change, bad rainsClimate Change, bad rains

• Ghana: c 300- 1087 (sometimes: 700 -1240!!)
• North South Trade,   Salt for Gold
• Later, slaves for  manufactures and horses  
• Several million people
• 200,000 strong army  (1067 CE)
• Decline: Eventually loses monopoly on Gold
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Empires and Trading Kingdoms: Empires and Trading Kingdoms: MaliMali
12301230----c 1400 c 1400 (although continued in smaller size to 19(although continued in smaller size to 19thth c)c)
►►Previously a state in Ghana. Previously a state in Ghana. 

Founded by Founded by SundiataSundiata KeitaKeita
►►Succession decided by royal officials. Choosing lineagesSuccession decided by royal officials. Choosing lineages
►►Became 2Became 2ndnd largest Empire in the World (after Mongolia)largest Empire in the World (after Mongolia)

MansaMansa MusaMusa, with 60,000 people on hajj from Timbuktu, with 60,000 people on hajj from Timbuktu
►►500 slaves each carried a 4 lb bar of gold. 500 slaves each carried a 4 lb bar of gold. 
►►Depressed value for 10 years Depressed value for 10 years 
►10, 000 mounted cavalry (1324 account)

University of University of SankoreSankore at Timbuktu at Timbuktu 
Catalan Atlas, 14 C CE

Empires and Trading Kingdoms: Empires and Trading Kingdoms: SonghaiSonghai

►► 14681468--1591  previously a 1591  previously a 
state in Malistate in Mali

►► Becomes largest African Becomes largest African 
state under state under AskiaAskia
Muhammad (coup)Muhammad (coup)

►► Very centralized governmentVery centralized government
►► Eventually attacked and Eventually attacked and 

destroyed by Moroccodestroyed by Morocco

Great Zimbabwe (13Great Zimbabwe (13--15 C CE)15 C CE)

CharacteristicsCharacteristics
►► UrbanizationUrbanization

►► Bureaucratic centralizationBureaucratic centralization

►► Standing ArmiesStanding Armies

►► HierarchiesHierarchies
But: sometimes extensive local autonomy: 19But: sometimes extensive local autonomy: 19thth century century AsanteAsante and and ZandeZande. . 
Confederations. States within states. Tributes and local autonomConfederations. States within states. Tributes and local autonomy.y.
Sometimes Assimilation: Sometimes Assimilation: MandinkaMandinka, Fulani, Hausa, 18 and 19, Fulani, Hausa, 18 and 19thth C Islamic C Islamic 
Empires.Empires.
Sometimes despotic: Sometimes despotic: ShakaShaka Zulu; Zulu; MossiMossi StatesStates
Typically trading, often in slavesTypically trading, often in slaves
ExceptionException: “city without citadels”: : “city without citadels”: JenneJenne--jenojeno

►► Difficult Secessions: Often Civil War over succession (Difficult Secessions: Often Civil War over succession (KanemKanem))

►► Nebulous BoundariesNebulous Boundaries

Stateless Societies: Stateless Societies: AyitteyAyittey ModelModel

Chief

Council of Elders
Formed from Lineages

Inner Privy Council

Village Assembly
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AyitteyAyittey Model: Stateless SocietiesModel: Stateless Societies

Chief

Council of Elders
Formed from Lineages

Inner Privy Council

Village Assembly

AyitteyAyittey Model: Stateless SocietiesModel: Stateless Societies

Chief

Council of Elders
Formed from Lineages

Inner Privy Council

Village Assembly

AyitteyAyittey Model: Stateless SocietiesModel: Stateless Societies

Chief

Council of Elders
Formed from Lineages

Inner Privy Council

Village Assembly

Examples

• The Nuer: 200,000 people,  
30,000 sq miles, Segmentary
Lineage System

• Berber groups
• Tiv of Nigeria
• Igbo

The IgboThe Igbo

►►Highly decentralizedHighly decentralized
►►No chiefs or kings (although tradition of No chiefs or kings (although tradition of NriNri))
►►DecisionDecision--making at village level with some making at village level with some 

interinter--village consultationsvillage consultations
►►However, had slaves (However, had slaves (ohuohu))
►►Some influential age groups, lineage Some influential age groups, lineage 

headshipsheadships

Igbo Gender PoliticsIgbo Gender Politics
►► PatrilocalPatrilocal, Exogamous , Exogamous 

►► Women’s meetings and market associations: Women’s meetings and market associations: MikiriMikiri
Set prices, fixed fines etc.Set prices, fixed fines etc.

►► Actions against men for poor economic or domestic Actions against men for poor economic or domestic 
behavior: behavior: 

Targeted Actions: “Sitting on a Man”Targeted Actions: “Sitting on a Man”
►► “Gathering at night, dancing, singing scurrilous songs… calling “Gathering at night, dancing, singing scurrilous songs… calling his his 

manhood into question... perhaps demolishing is hut”manhood into question... perhaps demolishing is hut”

General Actions: Boycotts and StrikesGeneral Actions: Boycotts and Strikes
►►Cooking StrikesCooking Strikes
►►Walk outs…Walk outs…

Judith Van Allen, “Sitting on a Man”Judith Van Allen, “Sitting on a Man”

Igbo IIIgbo II

►► ““The men… were very angry because their wives were The men… were very angry because their wives were 
openly having relations with their lovers. The men … met openly having relations with their lovers. The men … met 
and passed a law to the effect that every woman … should and passed a law to the effect that every woman … should 
renounce her lover and present a goat to her husband as a renounce her lover and present a goat to her husband as a 
token of repentance… The women held secret meetings token of repentance… The women held secret meetings 
and, a few mornings later, they went to a neighboring and, a few mornings later, they went to a neighboring 
[village] leaving all but suckling children behind them… [village] leaving all but suckling children behind them… 
[The men] endured it for a day and a half and then they [The men] endured it for a day and a half and then they 
went to the women and begged their return… [went to the women and begged their return… [T]heT]he men men 
gave [the women] one goat and apologized formally and gave [the women] one goat and apologized formally and 
informally.”informally.”

J.S. Harris: The position of women in a Nigerian SocietyJ.S. Harris: The position of women in a Nigerian Society
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Stateless SocietiesStateless Societies
►► Fiercely Individualistic, EgalitarianFiercely Individualistic, Egalitarian

Although there were aristocrats, Although there were aristocrats, NuerNuer had had DinkaDinka and other captivesand other captives

►► InterInter--generational Aspects: generational Aspects: GerentocraciesGerentocracies

►► Few or weak physical boundariesFew or weak physical boundaries

►► Law based on oral traditionLaw based on oral tradition

►► Weakness of Stateless Societies:Weakness of Stateless Societies:
Few large collective projects: infrastructure, security of tradeFew large collective projects: infrastructure, security of trade, armies, armies
Easy to Conquer in Pieces (But Hard to Rule)Easy to Conquer in Pieces (But Hard to Rule)

►► Demonstrate that order is possible without a stateDemonstrate that order is possible without a state
Norms for decisionNorms for decision--making and implementation existedmaking and implementation existed

Some ExplanationsSome Explanations

Explanations 1: Order Without StatesExplanations 1: Order Without States
Decentralized Decision-making and the Problem of Collective Action

►► Simple Games of Common Interest Simple Games of Common Interest 
The decision to leave a building once a fire startsThe decision to leave a building once a fire starts

►► Games of Pure CoordinationGames of Pure Coordination
What side of the street to drive on?What side of the street to drive on?

►► Games of Pure Conflict “Zero Sum Games”Games of Pure Conflict “Zero Sum Games”
PingPing--Pong. TaxesPong. Taxes--ProductionProduction--Redistribution?Redistribution?

►► Games with Mixed MotivesGames with Mixed Motives
The Prisoners’ DilemmaThe Prisoners’ Dilemma

Example. Sharing the costs of providing a public good: an irrigation 
project on neighboring farms.

If nobody invests, they each earn 3. If anyone invests, the cost is 5, the 
return to each party is 4. Hence: 

• The private return is –1
• The social return is 3.  

Explanations 1: Order Without StatesExplanations 1: Order Without States
Decentralized Decision-making and the Problem of Collective Action

Farmer 1
Don’t Invest Invest

Don’t Invest
3

3
2

7

Farmer 2

Invest
7

2
6

6

Example 2. “Use Force” or “Don’t Use Force”

• What will the outcome be?
• What if they make their decisions sequentially?
• What if they play this game twice?
• What if they talk first and reach a decision about how to play?

Explanations 1: Order Without StatesExplanations 1: Order Without States
Decentralized Decision-making and the Problem of Collective Action

Farmer 1
Don’t Invest Invest

Don’t Invest
3

3
2

7

Farmer 2

Invest
7

2
6

6
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Solutions?
1. Compensation: We can work out how much 

compensation is needed to prevent somebody from 
“shirking”

2. Arbitration: “The Leopard Skin Chief”: 
(a) Forces farmers to take social considerations into account.
(b) Facilitates communication: a go-between in bargaining

Explanations 1: Order Without StatesExplanations 1: Order Without States
Decentralized Decision-making and the Problem of Collective Action

Farmer 1
Don’t Invest Invest

Don’t Invest
3

3
2

7

Farmer 2

Invest
7

2
6

6

Solutions?
3. Contingent Use of Force: “If you hurt me, I’ll hurt you 

back…”

4. Religious Beliefs: Curses  (Casamance Case)

5 Cross-cutting Ties (Gluckman) and Segmentary Lineage 
Systems : “My pain is your pain…”

Explanations 1: Order Without StatesExplanations 1: Order Without States
Decentralized Decision-making and the Problem of Collective Action

Farmer 1
Don’t Invest Invest

Don’t Invest
3

3
11/3

16/3

Farmer 2

Invest
16/3

11/3
6

6

Solutions?

6 Repeated Play: Credible Threats and “Feuding Equilibria”
7 Frequent Contact: Value next interactions highly
8 Good Information: Know when errors occur

but, people do not live forever…

Explanations 1: Order Without StatesExplanations 1: Order Without States
Decentralized Decision-making and the Problem of Collective Action

Farmer 1
Don’t Invest Invest

Don’t Invest
3

3
2

7

Farmer 2

Invest
7

2
6

6

Explanations 2. The Logic of Explanations 2. The Logic of GerentocraciesGerentocracies

►► Overlapping Generations GamesOverlapping Generations Games

Dickson and Shepsle 2002

Explanations 2. The Logic of Explanations 2. The Logic of GerentocraciesGerentocracies

►► Overlapping Generations GamesOverlapping Generations Games

Dickson and Shepsle 2002

Explanations 3: State FormationExplanations 3: State Formation

►►Supply side arguments: Predatory StatesSupply side arguments: Predatory States
PatrimonialPatrimonial
UsufructUsufruct

►►DemandDemand--side arguments:side arguments:
Decentralization InefficientDecentralization Inefficient
Avoid FeudingAvoid Feuding
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Explanations 3: State FormationExplanations 3: State Formation

►► WealthWealth
Provides base for urbanizationProvides base for urbanization
Requires protectionRequires protection

►► TradeTrade: : 
Produces joint interestsProduces joint interests
Produces demand for peaceProduces demand for peace
Requires centralization, specialization, investment and protectiRequires centralization, specialization, investment and protectionon

►► Coercion technology and manageable terrainCoercion technology and manageable terrain
If you do not rely on consensus If you do not rely on consensus 
Population Density and Geographic DistancePopulation Density and Geographic Distance
Depends on technology: Depends on technology: 
►► Transport infrastructureTransport infrastructure——Ashanti empire and the King’s highway. Ashanti empire and the King’s highway. FantiFanti

constitution, 1871.constitution, 1871.
►► Guns. Strengthened 19Guns. Strengthened 19thth century century AkanAkan empires but late coming.empires but late coming.

Exit OpportunitiesExit Opportunities

Explanations 3: State Formation, EvidenceExplanations 3: State Formation, Evidence

►► The more centralization, the less feudingThe more centralization, the less feuding

►► Demand side: Demand side: 
The more long distance trade (concentrated capital), the more The more long distance trade (concentrated capital), the more 
centralizationcentralization
The more “civilian centralization,” the more private investmentThe more “civilian centralization,” the more private investment
No relation between investment and military centralization No relation between investment and military centralization 

►► Supply side: Supply side: 
More trade More trade associated with more public revenuesassociated with more public revenues
States almost always hold monopolies and extract rentsStates almost always hold monopolies and extract rents

►► Weak evidence for soil fertilityWeak evidence for soil fertility

4. Explanations: Accounting for Size4. Explanations: Accounting for Size

►►Population Density and Geographic DistancePopulation Density and Geographic Distance
Land not central to value systemsLand not central to value systems——few fixed few fixed 
investments.investments.
Value is in people; but people move!Value is in people; but people move!

►►No No internationalinternational formal state system to help formal state system to help 
police border. police border. 

The Role of GeographyThe Role of Geography

In comparison…In comparison… Myths? Myths? 1. 1. 
Democracy is Alien to Africa Democracy is Alien to Africa 

►► ““Democracy is not for Africa. There was only one Democracy is not for Africa. There was only one 
African chief and [so] here in Zaire we must make African chief and [so] here in Zaire we must make 
unity” (Mobutu, WSJ 14 Oct 1985)unity” (Mobutu, WSJ 14 Oct 1985)

►► “There is no number two, three or four…In Cote “There is no number two, three or four…In Cote 
d’Ivoire there is only a number one: that’s me and d’Ivoire there is only a number one: that’s me and 
I don’t share my decisions.” I don’t share my decisions.” HouphouetHouphouet--BoignyBoigny
(WA 8 Aug 1988)(WA 8 Aug 1988)

►► But: councils, consultations and deBut: councils, consultations and de--stoolmentsstoolments. . 
Plus elections. Plus elections. 
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Myths? Myths? 2. 2. 
Socialism is Indigenous to AfricaSocialism is Indigenous to Africa

►► NyerereNyerere, Nkrumah: African Socialism follows from:, Nkrumah: African Socialism follows from:
The extended family systemThe extended family system
Traditional communal ownership of the means of Traditional communal ownership of the means of 
productionproduction
Absence of individualistic or class economic conflictAbsence of individualistic or class economic conflict
No organized oppositionNo organized opposition

►► But: Private ownership and no controls on But: Private ownership and no controls on 
markets; tolerance for disagreement.… (markets; tolerance for disagreement.… (AyiteeyAyiteey))

Slavery Slavery 
Free movement of capital and laborFree movement of capital and labor
No currency control (and subject to the importation of No currency control (and subject to the importation of 
Cowries)Cowries)

Myths? Myths? 3. 3. 
Military Rule is Military Rule is 

Traditionally AfricanTraditionally African

►► ““An exhaustive study of indigenous An exhaustive study of indigenous 
African political systems does not African political systems does not 
reveal soldiers or men in uniform reveal soldiers or men in uniform 
serving as chiefs or heads of village serving as chiefs or heads of village 
governments. The heads of these governments. The heads of these 
governments were always civilian” governments were always civilian” 
AyitteyAyittey 1991)1991)

►► But: While warrior class often distinct But: While warrior class often distinct 
from political classfrom political class——sometimes by sometimes by 
generations many heroic leaders were generations many heroic leaders were 
military, notably military, notably SundiataSundiata KeitaKeita and and 
ShakaShaka ZuluZulu

Compatibility with the Modern State?Compatibility with the Modern State?

►► Weak Emphasis on Territory, Few Hard Territorial Weak Emphasis on Territory, Few Hard Territorial 
Boundaries : People matter moreBoundaries : People matter more

►► Joint Jurisdiction Over Land: Unbundling of Joint Jurisdiction Over Land: Unbundling of 
ownership and controlownership and control

►► States within States: Largely decentralized controlStates within States: Largely decentralized control

►► Kinship relations centralKinship relations central

►► Interstate competition: When states grew poor Interstate competition: When states grew poor 
they disappearedthey disappeared

Lecture III: Colonization Le Rire 4 November 1911

►► ““I know their game…First traders and missionaries, then ambassadoI know their game…First traders and missionaries, then ambassadors, then rs, then 
the cannon. It's better to get straight to the cannon.” the cannon. It's better to get straight to the cannon.” 

(Ethiopian emperor (Ethiopian emperor TewodrosTewodros II; in Davidson, 1978, p. 75)II; in Davidson, 1978, p. 75)

Colonialism: The Scramble and Colonialism: The Scramble and 
Colonial RuleColonial Rule

►►I I When did it happen?When did it happen?
►►II II Why did Europe do it? Why did Europe do it? 
►►III III How was it achieved?How was it achieved?
►►IVIV How Did Europeans govern Africa How Did Europeans govern Africa 

(French and British Styles)?(French and British Styles)?
►►VV Did Did Europeans govern Africa?Europeans govern Africa?

I When?I When?

Mid 19th century
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II PrePre--scramble colonial possessionsscramble colonial possessions

►► Portuguese: The first to arrive, the last to leave.Portuguese: The first to arrive, the last to leave.
On West Coast from 15On West Coast from 15thth C. In Senegal c. 1441C. In Senegal c. 1441

Established fortresses Established fortresses 
Slaves, Gold, IvorySlaves, Gold, Ivory

►► Britain controlled coastal parts of Sierra Leone, Gold Coast Britain controlled coastal parts of Sierra Leone, Gold Coast 
and regions around Bathurst and Lagos and regions around Bathurst and Lagos 

Controlled Senegal, Controlled Senegal, GoreeGoree: 1765: 1765--17791779
British war against the Ashanti (1863British war against the Ashanti (1863--64, 1874)64, 1874)

►► France, regions around Dakar; 1626 France, regions around Dakar; 1626 CompagnieCompagnie
NormandeNormande. Campaigns in Senegal (1854. Campaigns in Senegal (1854--65), in Gabon 65), in Gabon 
(1843(1843--44) 44) 

II The Triangular TradeThe Triangular Trade

II PrePre--colonial Interventioncolonial Intervention

- Demographic Effects
- Empire Strengthening

II Mid 19Mid 19thth CenturyCentury

►► Very slow to move. Britain refused Earl Grey’s Very slow to move. Britain refused Earl Grey’s 
requests to build roads into interior of Gold Coast. requests to build roads into interior of Gold Coast. 
Did not want to maintain older networkDid not want to maintain older network

►► British attempted to limit expansion beyond “5 British attempted to limit expansion beyond “5 
miles of canon shot from forts” miles of canon shot from forts” 

►► 1865: Resolution for withdrawal of British forces 1865: Resolution for withdrawal of British forces 
(see Document 11)(see Document 11)

►► Colonies were expensive, troublesome, unhealthyColonies were expensive, troublesome, unhealthy

II Late 19Late 19thth Century UCentury U--TurnTurn
►► Leopold’s Hunger for ColoniesLeopold’s Hunger for Colonies

►► The The Berlin ConferenceBerlin Conference 18841884--18851885
To legitimize present claims To legitimize present claims 
To organize rules for new claimsTo organize rules for new claims
No Africans InvitedNo Africans Invited

►► PositionsPositions
British position: minimalist responsibilitiesBritish position: minimalist responsibilities

German position: “future powers occupying territory […] should hGerman position: “future powers occupying territory […] should have no ave no 
legal claim to it unless they exercise legal claim to it unless they exercise strong and effective political strong and effective political 
control.control.” Treaties count as proof. ” Treaties count as proof. 
►► Why?Why?

►► Berlin enabled the Europeans to conquer Africa while doing as liBerlin enabled the Europeans to conquer Africa while doing as little as ttle as 
possible to control itpossible to control it

II Berlin Conference (Berlin Conference (ctdctd))

►► ““Effective occupation” focused on coasts. Effective occupation” focused on coasts. 
Everything else was “hinterland”Everything else was “hinterland”

►► France tries to claim that northern Nigeria is France tries to claim that northern Nigeria is 
Algerian hinterlandAlgerian hinterland

►► To minimize involvement Britain used a politics of To minimize involvement Britain used a politics of 
exclusion rather than control:exclusion rather than control:

“Our policy may for the present chiefly assume a “Our policy may for the present chiefly assume a 
negative character. So long as we keep other European negative character. So long as we keep other European 
nations out, we need not be in a hurry to go in.” nations out, we need not be in a hurry to go in.” 
British Vice Consul of the Oil rivers ProtectorateBritish Vice Consul of the Oil rivers Protectorate
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II II Moral ArgumentsMoral Arguments
►► Take up the White Man's burden Take up the White Man's burden 

Send forth the best ye breed Send forth the best ye breed 
Go bind your sons to exileGo bind your sons to exile
To serve your captives' need;To serve your captives' need;
To wait in heavy harnessTo wait in heavy harness
On fluttered folk and wild On fluttered folk and wild 
Your newYour new--caught, sullen peoples,caught, sullen peoples,
Half devil and half child. Half devil and half child. 

Rudyard Kipling 1899 (Written for Americans Rudyard Kipling 1899 (Written for Americans 
after Admiral Dewey takes Manila)after Admiral Dewey takes Manila)

IIII More Moral ArgumentsMore Moral Arguments

►► Make better use of the land (Locke)Make better use of the land (Locke)

►► Stop savagery; human sacrificeStop savagery; human sacrifice
Illustrated London News. 26 July and on 8 and 29 Illustrated London News. 26 July and on 8 and 29 
November 1873, under the headline “The Gold Coast November 1873, under the headline “The Gold Coast 
and and AshanteeAshantee War”  Juju house and human sacrifices.War”  Juju house and human sacrifices.

“Stop African savagery! Abolish human sacrifices!” “Stop African savagery! Abolish human sacrifices!” 
((ChinweizuChinweizu 1975, p. 44) 1975, p. 44) RoyalRoyal human sacrifices theme human sacrifices theme 
covered extensively in British press. covered extensively in British press. 

IIII Moral Arguments [Go ye afar!]Moral Arguments [Go ye afar!] IIII Extending CivilizationExtending Civilization
I contend that we are the first race 
in the world, and that the more of 
the world that we  inhabit the better 
it is for the human race. I contend 
that every acre added to our 
territory means the birth of more of 
the English race who otherwise 
would not be brought into 
existence… 

Cecil Rhodes 1891
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IIII ButBut: The Record: The Record

►►Massive AbusesMassive Abuses

►►Miserable Development. Miserable Development. 
Illiteracy rates in Portuguese colonies 1959 Illiteracy rates in Portuguese colonies 1959 
(after 500 years of Portuguese Presence):(after 500 years of Portuguese Presence):

MozambiqueMozambique 98%98%
Angola:Angola: 97%97%
Guinea Bissau: Guinea Bissau: 99%99%

IIII New nationalismNew nationalism

C is for ColoniesC is for Colonies
Rightly we boast,Rightly we boast,
That of all the great nationsThat of all the great nations
Great Britain has mostGreat Britain has most

MrsMrs Ernest Ames, Ernest Ames, ABC per ABC per PiccoliPiccoli PatriotiPatrioti, 1899, 1899

►► Belgium Motivated by the Dutch ExampleBelgium Motivated by the Dutch Example

►► ““VolksimperialismusVolksimperialismus” in Germany” in Germany

►► Africa a safe place to defuse Rivalries among European states (DAfrica a safe place to defuse Rivalries among European states (Doyle)oyle)

►► Nationalism could serve to neutralize class conflict in EuropeNationalism could serve to neutralize class conflict in Europe

IIII Economic ArgumentsEconomic Arguments
►► SecuritySecurity

Keep sea routes to India open; Egypt, South AfricaKeep sea routes to India open; Egypt, South Africa
Protect commercial inProtect commercial in--land interests (Manchester firms)land interests (Manchester firms)

►► Trade and InvestmentTrade and Investment
Colonialism allows for direct protection of property rights Colonialism allows for direct protection of property rights 
((FriedenFrieden))
Competitive Monopolies Competitive Monopolies (See Document 12)(See Document 12)

MonopsoniesMonopsonies (Cotton)(Cotton)
Chamberlain, colonial secretary 1895: we should “try to Chamberlain, colonial secretary 1895: we should “try to 
make a business of the tropical African fields which others make a business of the tropical African fields which others 
had staked out mainly with an eye to security”had staked out mainly with an eye to security”

II II Economic ArgumentsEconomic Arguments

►► Military BenefitsMilitary Benefits
40% of French forces in the Crimean war (185440% of French forces in the Crimean war (1854--56) 56) 
were Africanswere Africans
Africans fought for the French in Mexico in the 1860s Africans fought for the French in Mexico in the 1860s 
and in the Francoand in the Franco--Prussian war of 1870Prussian war of 1870--71 71 
211,000 African troops deployed by French during WWI211,000 African troops deployed by French during WWI

II II Economic Arguments: But… Economic Arguments: But… 

< 5% of UK trade involved Africa and this mostly Egypt and S < 5% of UK trade involved Africa and this mostly Egypt and S 
AfricaAfrica

Minimal investments, even in cottonMinimal investments, even in cotton

1919thth Century Popular opinion is antiCentury Popular opinion is anti--colonialism. “Economic gains colonialism. “Economic gains 
can be made without conquest”can be made without conquest”

Merchants sometimes Merchants sometimes opposedopposed colonial conquests, as in Zanzibar, colonial conquests, as in Zanzibar, 
for fear that this would disrupt tradefor fear that this would disrupt trade

Colonies had a hard time supporting themselves!Colonies had a hard time supporting themselves!

IIII Who Benefits?Who Benefits?

Like a succubus Africa weighs on Europe's rest. One of the numerous malaises 
(but perhaps the heaviest) which now burden the old continent. 
Each European power has here its obstacle or hornets' nest  Le Rire (18.iv.1896), 
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IIII Who Benefits?Who Benefits?

►► "Seeing that the Imperialism of the last three decades is "Seeing that the Imperialism of the last three decades is 
clearly condemned as a business policy, in that at clearly condemned as a business policy, in that at 
enormous expense it has procured a small, bad, unsafe enormous expense it has procured a small, bad, unsafe 
increase in markets, and has jeopardized the entire wealth increase in markets, and has jeopardized the entire wealth 
of the nation in arousing the strong resentment of other of the nation in arousing the strong resentment of other 
nations, we may ask ‘How did the British embark upon nations, we may ask ‘How did the British embark upon 
such unsound business?’ The only possible answer is that such unsound business?’ The only possible answer is that 
the business interests of the nation as a whole are the business interests of the nation as a whole are 
subordinated to those of a certain sectional interests that subordinated to those of a certain sectional interests that 
usurp control of the national resources and use them for usurp control of the national resources and use them for 
their private gain. . ."their private gain. . ."

Hobson 1905Hobson 1905

IIII Why then?Why then?

►► Economic Timing:Economic Timing:
More demand for commodities (Rubber)More demand for commodities (Rubber)
End of slave trade End of slave trade need for reorganization of need for reorganization of 
exchange with coloniesexchange with colonies

►► Political Timing: Political Timing: 
Development of new nations in EuropeDevelopment of new nations in Europe

►► Technological TimingTechnological Timing
GunsGuns
Quinine ProphylaxisQuinine Prophylaxis

IIIIII How?How?

Cost to Britain for conquering 70 million Cost to Britain for conquering 70 million 
Africans: about 15 pence eachAfricans: about 15 pence each

IIIIII TechnologyTechnology
►► ““Whatever happens, we have gotWhatever happens, we have got

The Maxim Gun, and they have not”The Maxim Gun, and they have not”
HillaireHillaire BellocBelloc

►► GatlingsGatlings (US gun, patented 1862) first used in Africa (US gun, patented 1862) first used in Africa 
against Zulus, July 1879against Zulus, July 1879

►► Battle at Battle at OmdurmanOmdurman (Sudan) (Sudan) 
Toll: 48 on the British side  v. 11,000 Dervishes  Toll: 48 on the British side  v. 11,000 Dervishes  

►► Hiram Maxim (US gun developed 1885), the gun is Hiram Maxim (US gun developed 1885), the gun is 
effective “in stopping the mad rush of savages”effective “in stopping the mad rush of savages”

IIIIII African SoldiersAfrican Soldiers

►► French sent two companies of Wolof soldiers to French sent two companies of Wolof soldiers to 
Madagascar. 1828.Madagascar. 1828.

►► Italians used Eritrean Italians used Eritrean AscariAscari under Italian officers under Italian officers 
in Ethiopia and in Ethiopia and TigrayTigray

►► Mercenaries on both sides!: Mercenaries on both sides!: WolseleyWolseley had 2 partly had 2 partly 
HuasaHuasa regiments marching against Ashanti in regiments marching against Ashanti in 
1874, Ashanti army also included a Hausa unit.  1874, Ashanti army also included a Hausa unit.  

IIIIII Corporations Corporations (See Doc 15)(See Doc 15)

►► Treaties: Recognized under Berlin. Treaties: Recognized under Berlin. 

►► “We the undersigned chiefs…do this day cede to the Royal “We the undersigned chiefs…do this day cede to the Royal 
Niger company (Chartered and Limited), for ever, the Niger company (Chartered and Limited), for ever, the 
whole of our territory…”whole of our territory…”

►► Status of African signatories irrelevantStatus of African signatories irrelevant

►► Chartered Companies Chartered Companies ((Until 1923 for Southern Rhodesia!Until 1923 for Southern Rhodesia!))
“The old dread of increasing our responsibilities by taking over“The old dread of increasing our responsibilities by taking over
more territory has, I venture to think, been proved by experiencmore territory has, I venture to think, been proved by experience e 
to be somewhat of a bugbear” to be somewhat of a bugbear” (British Colonial Official 1890 [H])(British Colonial Official 1890 [H])
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IIIIII Rule by CorporationsRule by Corporations

►► France: France: CompagnieCompagnie FrancaiseFrancaise de de l’Afriquel’Afrique
OccidantaleOccidantale

►► UK: United Africa Company, British South Africa UK: United Africa Company, British South Africa 
CompanyCompany

►► Belgium: Union Belgium: Union MiniereMiniere dudu Haut KatangaHaut Katanga

►► US: Firestone?US: Firestone?

IIIIII CorporationsCorporations

►►ABIR: The AngloABIR: The Anglo--Belgian India Rubber Belgian India Rubber 
Company (Founded 1892)Company (Founded 1892)

Concession four times larger than BelgiumConcession four times larger than Belgium
Exclusive Rights for 30 yearsExclusive Rights for 30 years
LcalLcal population should collect wild rubber for population should collect wild rubber for 
the corporation instead of paying taxesthe corporation instead of paying taxes
Company given policing rights and powers of Company given policing rights and powers of 
detentiondetention
State given 50% shareholding in the companyState given 50% shareholding in the company

IIIIII Results of BrutalityResults of Brutality
►► 1906: Entire Concession 1906: Entire Concession 

Devoid of RubberDevoid of Rubber

►► Massive depopulation of Massive depopulation of 
Congo, from 20m (c. Congo, from 20m (c. 
1890) to 8.5 m (1911)1890) to 8.5 m (1911)

►► Massive killing, Massive killing, 
mutilations and abusesmutilations and abuses

►► Profits go to Leopold’s Profits go to Leopold’s 
secret bank accountsecret bank account

IIIIII Eventual OutrageEventual Outrage

►►Heart of Darkness: 1899Heart of Darkness: 1899
►►Congo Reform Association E.D. Morel and Congo Reform Association E.D. Morel and 

Harry Johnston published Harry Johnston published Red Rubber Red Rubber 
(1906) pro(1906) pro--colonialism, anticolonialism, anti--atrocities. atrocities. 
1919thth century “blood diamonds”century “blood diamonds”

►►Taken away from Leopold 1908. Taken away from Leopold 1908. 

IIIIII Any African Resistance?Any African Resistance?

“Here we are, three white men in the heart of “Here we are, three white men in the heart of 
Africa with twenty nigger soldiers and fifty nigger Africa with twenty nigger soldiers and fifty nigger 
police ... administering a district inhabited by half police ... administering a district inhabited by half 
a million well armed savages who have only a million well armed savages who have only 
recently come in touch with the white man. The recently come in touch with the white man. The 
position is most humorous” position is most humorous” 

((PakenhamPakenham, 1985, p. 201). , 1985, p. 201). 

Richard Richard MeinertzhagenMeinertzhagen, Kikuyu land 1903, Kikuyu land 1903

III  But…III  But…

►► 1. 1. SamoriSamori TureTure ((MandikaMandika Empire 1882Empire 1882--98)98)
►► 2. 2. AsanteAsante Resistance (Ghana) Resistance (Ghana) 
►► 3. 3. Battle of Battle of IsandhlawanaIsandhlawana (Zulu)(Zulu)
►► 4. 4. TouaregTouareg Resistance (Mali, Niger) Resistance (Mali, Niger) 
►► 5.5. ChimurengaChimurenga Resistance (Zimbabwe)Resistance (Zimbabwe)
►► 6. 6. MajiMaji--MajiMaji Uprising (Tanganyika)Uprising (Tanganyika)
►► 7. 7. Battle of Battle of AdowaAdowa (Ethiopia)(Ethiopia)
►► 8.    8.    CasamanceCasamance Resistance (Senegal)Resistance (Senegal)
►► 9. 9. Libyan ResistanceLibyan Resistance
►► 10.  Tax Wars: Sierra Leone, “Hut tax” 1898, Angola 1902, 10.  Tax Wars: Sierra Leone, “Hut tax” 1898, Angola 1902, 

HererosHereros 19041904
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IV IV French and British Styles of RuleFrench and British Styles of Rule

►►Direct Rule: Direct Rule: “placing the chief in an entirely “placing the chief in an entirely 
subordinate position to the political officer”subordinate position to the political officer”

►►Portuguese (Overseas Provinces of Portugal) Portuguese (Overseas Provinces of Portugal) (1951(1951 ))

►►FrenchFrench
►►BelgianBelgian
►►British (British (LugardLugard))

►►Indirect Rule: Indirect Rule: “depended on the advisory relationship “depended on the advisory relationship 
between the political officer and the native authority”between the political officer and the native authority”

IVIV Indirect Rule: Continuity?Indirect Rule: Continuity?

►► In principle: In principle: 
Same Units, Same Rules of Succession, Same LawsSame Units, Same Rules of Succession, Same Laws

►► The British appointed The British appointed MuhammaduMuhammadu AttahiruAttahiru, as Sultan of , as Sultan of 
SokotoSokoto (1903(1903--1915). 1915). LugardLugard approving the appointment said: approving the appointment said: 

“[“[T]heseT]hese are the words which I, the High Commissioner have to say for thare the words which I, the High Commissioner have to say for the e 
future. The future. The fulanifulani in old times under Dan in old times under Dan FodioFodio conquered this country. They conquered this country. They 
took the right to rule over it, to levy taxes, to depose kings atook the right to rule over it, to levy taxes, to depose kings and create kings, nd create kings, 
they in turn have by defeat lost their rule, which has come intothey in turn have by defeat lost their rule, which has come into the hands of the hands of 
the British. All these things which I have said the Fulani by cothe British. All these things which I have said the Fulani by conquest took the nquest took the 
right to do now pass to the British . . . It is our wish to learright to do now pass to the British . . . It is our wish to learn your customs n your customs 
and fashion, just as you must learn ours." and fashion, just as you must learn ours." 

IVIV Indirect Rule: Continuity?Indirect Rule: Continuity?

“They made no drastic changes, “They made no drastic changes, 
and what was done came into and what was done came into 
effect only after consultation…for effect only after consultation…for 
what could one Resident, an what could one Resident, an 
assistant and a few soldiers in assistant and a few soldiers in 
SokotoSokoto do to change so vast an do to change so vast an 
area as the area as the SokotoSokoto Emirate?" Emirate?" 

►► AlhajiAlhaji Sir Sir AhmaduAhmadu BelloBello, , SarduanaSarduana of of SokotoSokoto::

ABUBAKAR SIDIQ, Prev. Sultan of Sokoto

IVIV French and British Styles? Really?French and British Styles? Really?

►► French Direct Rule?French Direct Rule?
But: tried indirect rule with Fulani Emirs in Cameroon, But: tried indirect rule with Fulani Emirs in Cameroon, 
and also in Niger…and also in Niger…

►► British Indirect Rule?British Indirect Rule?
NonNon--interference with boundaries of traditional polities? interference with boundaries of traditional polities? 
►►BUT: British rearranged areas that individual BUT: British rearranged areas that individual MendeMende chiefs chiefs 

controlled Sometimes appointed sometimes recognizedcontrolled Sometimes appointed sometimes recognized
►► LuggardLuggard: “The area over which each Paramount Chief has : “The area over which each Paramount Chief has 

control will be marked on the map, and no alteration will be control will be marked on the map, and no alteration will be 
made on it except on the Lieutenant governor’s made on it except on the Lieutenant governor’s 
recommendation and with the Governor’s approval.”recommendation and with the Governor’s approval.”

Not attempted in Kenya and failed in Eastern or Not attempted in Kenya and failed in Eastern or 
Western Nigeria.Western Nigeria.

IVIV Assimilation or “Separate development”Assimilation or “Separate development”

►► Large cultural differences between stylesLarge cultural differences between styles

►► ““NosNos ancetresancetres les les gauloisgaulois””

►► Seen as a tradeSeen as a trade--off between respecting off between respecting 
the people or respecting their the people or respecting their 
institutions?institutions?

►► Implications for colonial employment, Implications for colonial employment, 
language etc.language etc.

►► The Decentralized Despotism of Indirect The Decentralized Despotism of Indirect 
rulerule

Takes sides Takes sides 
Allows for ”divide and conquer”Allows for ”divide and conquer”
Produces political reificationProduces political reification

VV Was there any rule at all?Was there any rule at all?

►► The French did not develop the infrastructure The French did not develop the infrastructure 
necessary to “broadcast power” (necessary to “broadcast power” (HerbstHerbst))

►► Measurement of roads:Measurement of roads:

 1935 1950 1963 
British African Colonies .02 .04 .09 
French West Africa .01 .02 .05 
French Equatorial Africa .007 .007 .03 
Belgian Congo .02 .04 .07 
 

km of road per square kilometer
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VV RoadsRoads

1 km

VV RoadsRoads

Length of 
Roads on
British 
Territory 1935

1 km

VV RoadsRoads

Length of 
Roads on
British 
Territory 1963

1 km

VV Rule of the FewRule of the Few

►► Limited Control. Borders precede states.Limited Control. Borders precede states.

 E u r o p e a n  
O f f i c i a l s  

S u b j e c t s  

B r i t i s h  A f r i c a n  C o l o n i e s  2 ,1 6 1  4 3  m i l l i o n  
F r e n c h  W e s t  A f r i c a  3 ,6 6 0  1 5  m i l l i o n  
F r e n c h  E q u a to r i a l  A f r i c a  8 8 7  3 . 2  m i l l i o n  
B e l g i a n  C o n g o  2 ,3 8 4  9 . 4  m i l l i o n  
 

1939 Figures (From Herbst, p 78)

►► Contact maintained by traveling officialsContact maintained by traveling officials

►► Southern Africa Southern Africa ExceptionalismExceptionalism

VV How? Rule of the WeakHow? Rule of the Weak

►►“It will be many years before the police “It will be many years before the police 
force will be strong enough to be able to force will be strong enough to be able to 
accept the responsibility for enforcing law accept the responsibility for enforcing law 
and order throughout the territory. There and order throughout the territory. There 
must therefore for some considerable time must therefore for some considerable time 
be a sharing of responsibility between the be a sharing of responsibility between the 
police and other organizations for the police and other organizations for the 
maintenance of law and order ”maintenance of law and order ”

Official Colonial Report, Northern Rhodesia, 1957 [from Official Colonial Report, Northern Rhodesia, 1957 [from HerbstHerbst, p 79], p 79]

Closing Remarks, PuzzlesClosing Remarks, Puzzles

►► Violence Violence ≠≠ ControlControl

►► Global economic gains are not a sufficient explanation?Global economic gains are not a sufficient explanation?

►► If border were arbitrary, were they meaningless?If border were arbitrary, were they meaningless?

►► If boundaries were challenged would rule over the If boundaries were challenged would rule over the 
hinterland have been stronger?hinterland have been stronger?

►► Which form of government, direct or indirect, is more Which form of government, direct or indirect, is more 
respectful?respectful?

►► Which should be more favorable to future independent Which should be more favorable to future independent 
states?states?
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Independence!

Key QuestionsKey Questions

►►Why suddenly around 1960?Why suddenly around 1960?
►►What explains the variation in timing within What explains the variation in timing within 

Africa?Africa?
►►How did struggles relate to colonial and preHow did struggles relate to colonial and pre--

colonial forms of government?colonial forms of government?
►►How did independence fighters organize? How did independence fighters organize? 

What accounts for the variation in the What accounts for the variation in the 
methods used?methods used?

Variation in the Methods UsedVariation in the Methods Used
►► Civil DisobedienceCivil Disobedience

19061906--08 Civil disobedience under Gandhi and the ANC Habib 08 Civil disobedience under Gandhi and the ANC Habib 
Bourguiba in interBourguiba in inter--war Tunisiawar Tunisia
Nkrumah in GhanaNkrumah in Ghana
Kenneth KaunduKenneth Kaundu
This tradition reduced African support for Algerian liberation sThis tradition reduced African support for Algerian liberation struggletruggle

►► ReligiousReligious
Djihad traditions, Algeria (1954Djihad traditions, Algeria (1954--))
Simon Kimbangu and the Africanization of Christianity, (race, crSimon Kimbangu and the Africanization of Christianity, (race, cross, gender)oss, gender)

►► ViolentViolent
Ethiopian resistance to Italy 1937Ethiopian resistance to Italy 1937--1939 1939 
Ancestral warrior traditions: the Mau Mau, Casamance, Zimbabwe, Ancestral warrior traditions: the Mau Mau, Casamance, Zimbabwe, (Joshua (Joshua 
Nkomo presented with a spirit axe, bases names after spiritual mNkomo presented with a spirit axe, bases names after spiritual mediums)ediums)
Guerilla, internationalized modern conflict. Algeria, Angola, MoGuerilla, internationalized modern conflict. Algeria, Angola, Mozambique, Cape zambique, Cape 
Verde, Guinea Bissau, Namibia Verde, Guinea Bissau, Namibia 

TrendsTrends
►► Some trends:Some trends:

British: case by case, between British: case by case, between 
1957 and 19801957 and 1980
French: all at once in 1960 French: all at once in 1960 
(except Guinea and Togo)(except Guinea and Togo)
Britain: earlier cases peaceful, Britain: earlier cases peaceful, 
later cases violentlater cases violent
French: earlier cases violent, French: earlier cases violent, 
later cases peacefullater cases peaceful

Some CasesSome Cases
►► GhanaGhana
►► French West AfricaFrench West Africa
►► GuineaGuinea
►► KenyaKenya
►► Belgian CongoBelgian Congo
►► Bissau and Cape VerdeBissau and Cape Verde
►► ZimbabweZimbabwe
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Ghana’s PathGhana’s Path

►► “Seek ye first the political kingdom, and all things “Seek ye first the political kingdom, and all things 
shall be added unto you”shall be added unto you”

Ghana’s PathGhana’s Path

►► Sustained nonSustained non--violent political struggleviolent political struggle
►► 19471947 United Gold Coast ConventionUnited Gold Coast Convention
►► Feb 1948 Demonstrations over inflated prices; negotiations not hFeb 1948 Demonstrations over inflated prices; negotiations not honored. Turns onored. Turns 

violent. UGCC leaders arrestedviolent. UGCC leaders arrested
►► Opening for Constitutional Reform, but led to  clashes between eOpening for Constitutional Reform, but led to  clashes between established stablished 

Ghanaian elites and youth groups; intergenerational, interGhanaian elites and youth groups; intergenerational, inter--class. Nkrumah resigns class. Nkrumah resigns 
and forms CCP.and forms CCP.

►► 1949 organization of mass meetings drawing on trade unions etc: 1949 organization of mass meetings drawing on trade unions etc: demands: fully demands: fully 
elected assembly; lower voting age (prev. 25)elected assembly; lower voting age (prev. 25)

►► Unsatisfied with 1950 New Constitution Unsatisfied with 1950 New Constitution Positive actionPositive action; national strikes.; national strikes.
►► Leaders imprisoned; Nkrumah directs CPP from his cellLeaders imprisoned; Nkrumah directs CPP from his cell
►► Feb 1951. Wins 35 of 38 seats; election of prisoners! Feb 1951. Wins 35 of 38 seats; election of prisoners! ––although still a minority! although still a minority! 

(there were reserved seats, including for 17 chiefs or their rep(there were reserved seats, including for 17 chiefs or their reps and 3 exs and 3 ex--officio officio 
British members)British members)

►► Take up positions under a “bogus and fraudulent” constitutionTake up positions under a “bogus and fraudulent” constitution
►► Replaces indirect rule with full suffrage direct local electionsReplaces indirect rule with full suffrage direct local elections
►► By 1954By 1954——opposition antiopposition anti--unitary state parties: National Liberation Movement unitary state parties: National Liberation Movement 

(Autonomy for the Ashanti region), the Togoland Congress (Oppose(Autonomy for the Ashanti region), the Togoland Congress (Opposed integration of d integration of 
British Togoland), the Northern People's Party (NPP), the MuslimBritish Togoland), the Northern People's Party (NPP), the Muslim Association Party. Association Party. 

►► 1956 elections, CPP gets majority and good distribution leading 1956 elections, CPP gets majority and good distribution leading to Independenceto Independence

Ghana’s Mass MobilizationGhana’s Mass Mobilization
►► ““I pledge with all my I pledge with all my 

life my support to the life my support to the 
Convention’s People’s Convention’s People’s 
Party, and to my leader Party, and to my leader 
Kwame Nkrumah…to Kwame Nkrumah…to 
strive with all of  my strive with all of  my 
heart to rebuild our lost heart to rebuild our lost 
nation, Ghana” nation, Ghana” 

(from Account written by (from Account written by 
Richard Wright)Richard Wright)

There is victory for us There is victory for us 
in the struggle of the CPPin the struggle of the CPP
There is victory for us!There is victory for us!

Sons of Ghana rise and  fight!Sons of Ghana rise and  fight!
Girls of Ghana rise and shine!Girls of Ghana rise and shine!
In the struggle of the CPPIn the struggle of the CPP
There is victory for us!There is victory for us!

Forward ever, backward never;Forward ever, backward never;
In the struggle of the CPPIn the struggle of the CPP
There is victory for us!There is victory for us!

French West AfricaFrench West Africa
Fractured Political StrugglesFractured Political Struggles

1944, Brazzaville Conference: “the constitution of ‘self governm1944, Brazzaville Conference: “the constitution of ‘self government’ in the ent’ in the 
colonies, even in the distant future, is to be excluded”colonies, even in the distant future, is to be excluded”

October 1945 deputies elected to constituent assembly join left October 1945 deputies elected to constituent assembly join left blocs: blocs: 
Senghor, HouphouetSenghor, Houphouet--Boigny, Lamine GueyeBoigny, Lamine Gueye

1946: Rassemblement Democratique Africain in Bamako creates an 1946: Rassemblement Democratique Africain in Bamako creates an 
umbrella group, headed by Houphouetumbrella group, headed by Houphouet--Boigny Boigny 

Splits: Senghor sets up Bloc Democratique Senegalais in 1948. Splits: Senghor sets up Bloc Democratique Senegalais in 1948. 
Issues: degree of federalism: Senghor along with “poor states”Issues: degree of federalism: Senghor along with “poor states”——Mali, Mali, 
Niger, Chad, supports two large areas: West and Central; powerfuNiger, Chad, supports two large areas: West and Central; powerful l 
enough to negotiate with France. Dakar at the head. Houphoetenough to negotiate with France. Dakar at the head. Houphoet--Boigny Boigny 
opposed: bad deal for Cote d’Ivoire.  opposed: bad deal for Cote d’Ivoire.  

French West AfricaFrench West Africa
Alliance with labor. Boigny sets up Syndicat Agricole Alliance with labor. Boigny sets up Syndicat Agricole 
AfricainAfricain——supports rural farmers competing against supports rural farmers competing against 
protected settler interests.protected settler interests.

France uses tough measures to break up RDA. Killings, France uses tough measures to break up RDA. Killings, 
imprisonments, negotiation.imprisonments, negotiation.

Houphouet Boigny does about turn: drops communist elements and Houphouet Boigny does about turn: drops communist elements and 
radical demandsradical demands

1956: 1956: Loi CadreLoi Cadre started devolving power to Republics, splitting up started devolving power to Republics, splitting up 
regions. regions. 

1958: French pressure in Algeria, decision to short circuit viol1958: French pressure in Algeria, decision to short circuit violent conflicts: ent conflicts: 
Referendum. “Oui”: Remain with France, devolution; “Non” split.Referendum. “Oui”: Remain with France, devolution; “Non” split.

Senegal attempts halfSenegal attempts half--way position. Cote d’Ivoire votes yes. Guinea No.way position. Cote d’Ivoire votes yes. Guinea No.

1960: All individually negotiate “No.”1960: All individually negotiate “No.”

GuineaGuinea

►► A Radical Political Struggle.A Radical Political Struggle.
►► The interThe inter--region Rassemblement Democratique region Rassemblement Democratique 

Africain (RDA), had a Guinean section by 1947,  Africain (RDA), had a Guinean section by 1947,  
the the Parti Démocratique de GuinéeParti Démocratique de Guinée (PDG).(PDG).

►► Independence movement also involved labor ; Independence movement also involved labor ; 
Guinean branch of the Confédération Général des Guinean branch of the Confédération Général des 
Travailleurs (CGT), led by Sékou Touré. Travailleurs (CGT), led by Sékou Touré. 

►► 1952, Touré leads both the union and the party, 1952, Touré leads both the union and the party, 
elected to National Assembly in 1956. elected to National Assembly in 1956. 

►► Mass movement phaseMass movement phase
►► 1957 PDG wins 56 of 60 seats in legislative 1957 PDG wins 56 of 60 seats in legislative 

assemblyassembly
►► September 1958 referendum, Guinea says “No.”September 1958 referendum, Guinea says “No.”

►► Crippled by France, but supported by Ghana and Crippled by France, but supported by Ghana and 
USSRUSSR
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Kenya’s PathKenya’s Path Kenya’s PathKenya’s Path
►► A Cocktail of Politics and ViolenceA Cocktail of Politics and Violence
►► No African in the Legislative Council until 1944. No African in the Legislative Council until 1944. 
►► 1940s, Kenyan African Union (KAU) founded, led by Jomo Kenyatta 1940s, Kenyan African Union (KAU) founded, led by Jomo Kenyatta in 1947in 1947
►► Slow reformsSlow reforms
►► Mau Mau Violence, especially among Kikuyu and “Squatter Tenants”Mau Mau Violence, especially among Kikuyu and “Squatter Tenants”
►► Kenyatta  arrested under suspicion of working with Mau MauKenyatta  arrested under suspicion of working with Mau Mau
►► 1953 KAU outlawed. 1953 KAU outlawed. 
►► 1952 1952 -- 1960, state of emergency1960, state of emergency
►► 1957 first elections for African seats; although Africans a fixe1957 first elections for African seats; although Africans a fixed minority d minority 
►► 1960 constitutional conference. Africans allowed bare  majority.1960 constitutional conference. Africans allowed bare  majority. Kenya Kenya 

African National Union (KANU) and Kenya African Democratic UnionAfrican National Union (KANU) and Kenya African Democratic Union (KADU) (KADU) 
formedformed

►► 1961 KANU and  KADU win in elections1961 KANU and  KADU win in elections
►► 1961 Kenyatta released, leads KANU in opposition (to Ngala of KA1961 Kenyatta released, leads KANU in opposition (to Ngala of KADU)DU)
►► 1963 KANU majority. Kenyatta, prime minister June 1963.1963 KANU majority. Kenyatta, prime minister June 1963.

Belgian CongoBelgian Congo
►► A short, decentralized struggle against a A short, decentralized struggle against a 

disinterested colonizerdisinterested colonizer
►► Attempt to isolate Congolese from events on Attempt to isolate Congolese from events on 

continentcontinent
►► Limited forces of “modernization”: no African Limited forces of “modernization”: no African 

papers, parties or representatives. No post primary papers, parties or representatives. No post primary 
education.education.

►► 1956: Demands from tiny “modern sector”: clerks, 1956: Demands from tiny “modern sector”: clerks, 
shopkeepers, teachers.shopkeepers, teachers.

►► Given rights to run in Given rights to run in locallocal elections: formation of elections: formation of 
localizedlocalized parties: parties: 

ABAKO (Alliance des BaABAKO (Alliance des Ba--Kongo, Joseph Kasavubu)Kongo, Joseph Kasavubu)
CONAKAT (Confederations des Associations Tribales de CONAKAT (Confederations des Associations Tribales de 
Katanga, Moise Tshombe)Katanga, Moise Tshombe)
MNC (Mouvement National Congolais, Patrice Lumumba) MNC (Mouvement National Congolais, Patrice Lumumba) 

Belgian CongoBelgian Congo

►► Inspired by movements in the rest Inspired by movements in the rest 
of Africa and Ghana’s Allof Africa and Ghana’s All--African People’s African People’s 
Congress.Congress.

►► 1959. Urban organization: Riots, Attacks on 1959. Urban organization: Riots, Attacks on 
Religious and Colonial PropertyReligious and Colonial Property

►► January 1960. “Round Table Conference”. January 1960. “Round Table Conference”. 
Belgian washes hands, transfer in 6 months.Belgian washes hands, transfer in 6 months.

►► Political disorganization in Congo, Katanga Political disorganization in Congo, Katanga 
declares its secession in days.declares its secession in days.

Guinea Bissau and Cape VerdeGuinea Bissau and Cape Verde

►► A popular military struggle against overstretched A popular military struggle against overstretched 
imperialistimperialist

►► 1956: Amilcar Cabral founds PAIGC1956: Amilcar Cabral founds PAIGC
►► 1959: Strike Action in docks, violently suppressed1959: Strike Action in docks, violently suppressed
►► 1963: Full scale guerrilla war operating in Guinea Bissau 1963: Full scale guerrilla war operating in Guinea Bissau 
►► Gradual liberation of territories and provision of services to Gradual liberation of territories and provision of services to 

rural communities.rural communities.
►► 1973: declaration of independence1973: declaration of independence
►► General Spinola (fighting 1968General Spinola (fighting 1968--73) convinced that war 73) convinced that war 

unwinnable. Stages coup in Portugal, April 1974.unwinnable. Stages coup in Portugal, April 1974.

ZimbabweZimbabwe

►► Fractured Military Struggle Against White MinorityFractured Military Struggle Against White Minority
►► 1962, trade unionist, Nkomo, forms ZAPU; but slow to 1962, trade unionist, Nkomo, forms ZAPU; but slow to 

adopt guerrillaadopt guerrilla
►► 1963 split: Sithole, Mugabe form ZANU1963 split: Sithole, Mugabe form ZANU
►► 1965: Ian Smith declares unilateral independence. Minority 1965: Ian Smith declares unilateral independence. Minority 

White Government. International sanctions (except S. White Government. International sanctions (except S. 
Africa and Portugal)Africa and Portugal)

►► 19661966–– ZAPU attacks, benefiting from Mozambique ZAPU attacks, benefiting from Mozambique 
hinterland; ZAPU attacks from Zambiahinterland; ZAPU attacks from Zambia

►► Counterattacks include arial bombing of refugee camps and Counterattacks include arial bombing of refugee camps and 
the establishment of RENAMO in Mozambiquethe establishment of RENAMO in Mozambique

►► 1979 1979 –– ZAPU, ZANU victory, elections 1980.ZAPU, ZANU victory, elections 1980.
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Towards ExplanationsTowards Explanations

Timing: The Impact of WW IITiming: The Impact of WW II

►► Internationalization of contactsInternationalization of contacts

►► Destruction of myth of white man’s superiorityDestruction of myth of white man’s superiority
“This discovery“This discovery——for indeed it was a discoveryfor indeed it was a discovery——had a had a 
revolutionizing psychological impact on the African” (Sithole)revolutionizing psychological impact on the African” (Sithole)

►► Exhaustion of Europe, psychologically and economicallyExhaustion of Europe, psychologically and economically

►► Promotion of doctrines of self Promotion of doctrines of self 
determination and human rightsdetermination and human rights

Timing: “Modernization”Timing: “Modernization”

►► There was more nationalism in areas with longer contacts There was more nationalism in areas with longer contacts 
(Gold Coast, Senegal v. Congo) (Gold Coast, Senegal v. Congo) 

►► Undermines system of direct rule. Rise of individualism, Undermines system of direct rule. Rise of individualism, 
wage earners, weakens ethnic ties and make indirect rule wage earners, weakens ethnic ties and make indirect rule 
ineffective. Rise of a middle class.ineffective. Rise of a middle class.

►► Exchange economies weaken inExchange economies weaken in--group tiesgroup ties

►► Urbanization facilitates political organization across ethnic Urbanization facilitates political organization across ethnic 
groups: Almost all movements started in towns.groups: Almost all movements started in towns.

Timing: “Modernization”Timing: “Modernization”

►► Development of a Lingua Franca facilitates organization (French,Development of a Lingua Franca facilitates organization (French,
English, Swahili in Tanzania) English, Swahili in Tanzania) 

►► Articulation of inequalities and injustices both nationally in pArticulation of inequalities and injustices both nationally in print and rint and 
internationallyinternationally——Kenyatta tours of the UKKenyatta tours of the UK

►► New territorially based institutions: colonialists create the obNew territorially based institutions: colonialists create the object of ject of 
nationalists. nationalists. 

►► Business interests calculated that interests could now be made wBusiness interests calculated that interests could now be made without ithout 
direct political control. direct political control. 

►► But: Portugal too weak to “neocolonize.”  Belgian business interBut: Portugal too weak to “neocolonize.”  Belgian business interests ests 
gamble in Katanga failed.gamble in Katanga failed.

Timing: The Influence of PanTiming: The Influence of Pan--AfricanismAfricanism

►► Born of growing political organization of Born of growing political organization of 
black activists from West Indies and black activists from West Indies and 
United StatesUnited States

1900 meeting organized by Henry Sylvester Williams. Development 1900 meeting organized by Henry Sylvester Williams. Development of of 
“Pan“Pan--Africanism” defined in opposition to colonialist practices Africanism” defined in opposition to colonialist practices 

WEB DuBois, organizes a series of 5 conferences, beginning 1919.WEB DuBois, organizes a series of 5 conferences, beginning 1919.

Garvey demands control of exGarvey demands control of ex--German Territories, threatens force.German Territories, threatens force.

1945 meeting involved Kwame Nkrumah, Jomo Kenyatta1945 meeting involved Kwame Nkrumah, Jomo Kenyatta

1958 Nkrumah hosts All Africa People’s Congress1958 Nkrumah hosts All Africa People’s Congress

►► A forum for coordination among African leaders and a voice to exA forum for coordination among African leaders and a voice to express press 
their concerns.their concerns.

Variation in FormsVariation in Forms

►► States and Stateless SocietiesStates and Stateless Societies
Stateless Groups more opposed to colonial domination? Stateless Groups more opposed to colonial domination? 
Kikuyu? Ibo? Diola? Kikuyu? Ibo? Diola? 
Compare with Wolof, Ashanti?Compare with Wolof, Ashanti?

►► Settler societiesSettler societies
Presence of Settlers: Causes problems on supply side Presence of Settlers: Causes problems on supply side 
and demand sideand demand side
More violence in settler areas: Southern Africa, AlgeriaMore violence in settler areas: Southern Africa, Algeria
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Variation in Forms: Impact of Indirect RuleVariation in Forms: Impact of Indirect Rule

►► More internal divisionsMore internal divisions——Nigeria, GhanaNigeria, Ghana
►► Less identification of elites with the centerLess identification of elites with the center
►► But: more exclusion of elites; more unemployed intellectuals, leBut: more exclusion of elites; more unemployed intellectuals, less ss 

managed educational systemsmanaged educational systems
►► Higher levels of political organization and violenceHigher levels of political organization and violence

(Coleman 1954)(Coleman 1954)

►► Indirect rule maintained power in hands of traditional elites buIndirect rule maintained power in hands of traditional elites but eroded t eroded 
their power basetheir power base

Nationalism: The attractionNationalism: The attraction

►► Force for political organization elsewhere Force for political organization elsewhere 
Response to exploitationResponse to exploitation
Unifying Unifying 
Can draw on international supportCan draw on international support
Can challenge and employ colonial institutionsCan challenge and employ colonial institutions

►► Can be used to challenge disparate goalsCan be used to challenge disparate goals
Masses want access to land and resourcesMasses want access to land and resources
Elites want jobsElites want jobs

Nationalism: The ProblemsNationalism: The Problems

►►Meaningfulness of “nationalism” in “African Meaningfulness of “nationalism” in “African 
nationalism”nationalism”

"Nigeria is not a nation. It is a mere "Nigeria is not a nation. It is a mere 
geographical expression. There are no geographical expression. There are no 
'Nigerians' in the same sense as there are 'Nigerians' in the same sense as there are 
'English,' 'Welsh,' or 'French.' The word 'English,' 'Welsh,' or 'French.' The word 
'Nigerian' is merely a distinctive appellation to 'Nigerian' is merely a distinctive appellation to 
distinguish those who live within the boundaries distinguish those who live within the boundaries 
of Nigeria and those who do not." of Nigeria and those who do not." [Obafemi [Obafemi 
Awolowo, Prime Minister of Western Region, Awolowo, Prime Minister of Western Region, Path to Nigerian Path to Nigerian 
FreedomFreedom]]

Other Forces: The ChurchOther Forces: The Church

Mainstream churches very slow to support Mainstream churches very slow to support 
decolonization. But:decolonization. But:

Nkrumah’s claimNkrumah’s claim
Church education produced radical leaders: it Church education produced radical leaders: it 
provided skills and motivations from the provided skills and motivations from the 
incompatibility of church doctrine and practice.incompatibility of church doctrine and practice.
African “Christian Separatism” (Chilembwe, African “Christian Separatism” (Chilembwe, 
Zimbabwe;  Tembu, South Africa)Zimbabwe;  Tembu, South Africa)
Eventual radicalization of the hierarchy (Banda, Eventual radicalization of the hierarchy (Banda, 
Tutu)Tutu)

Other Forces: International supportOther Forces: International support

►► Diplomatic Support:Diplomatic Support:
“Had it not been for Russia, the African liberation “Had it not been for Russia, the African liberation 
movement would have suffered the most brutal movement would have suffered the most brutal 
persecution” persecution” NkrumahNkrumah

►► Militarily: especially in later strugglesMilitarily: especially in later struggles
Cuban troops in Angola, Guinea BissauCuban troops in Angola, Guinea Bissau
Soviet surface to air missiles in ZimbabweSoviet surface to air missiles in Zimbabwe
Israeli support of South Africa: counter insurgency, Israeli support of South Africa: counter insurgency, 
development of nuclear capabilitydevelopment of nuclear capability

Closing RemarksClosing Remarks

►► Variation in struggles correlated with variation in political Variation in struggles correlated with variation in political 
organization: but also variation in militarization: Cape organization: but also variation in militarization: Cape 
Verde, Guinea Bissau, Congo, Zimbabwe. Verde, Guinea Bissau, Congo, Zimbabwe. 

►► Independent Africa was born divided, no attempts to unite Independent Africa was born divided, no attempts to unite 
based on aspiring “nations” were successful: Saharan based on aspiring “nations” were successful: Saharan 
States, Biafra...States, Biafra...

“We are really interested in the other African states but not in“We are really interested in the other African states but not in the the 
sense of having a federated African states or a union of Africansense of having a federated African states or a union of African
states, because…it is most important for our countries in Africastates, because…it is most important for our countries in Africa…to …to 
do their utmost to develop their resources in their individual do their utmost to develop their resources in their individual 
countries” countries” 1959: Abubakar Tafawa Balewa 1959: Abubakar Tafawa Balewa 
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““Independent Africa Will be a Paradise”Independent Africa Will be a Paradise”
NkrumahNkrumah

Next Week: Legacies of ColonialismNext Week: Legacies of Colonialism

Lecture 5: Colonial Legacies ILecture 5: Colonial Legacies I

StrangersStrangers

►► ““[[T]heT]he annoying legacy of the colonial spell is present in annoying legacy of the colonial spell is present in 
the perception of one party about the other. Gambians the perception of one party about the other. Gambians 
generally believe that the Senegalese are a vain cultural generally believe that the Senegalese are a vain cultural 
offshoot of the French, wily and always having something offshoot of the French, wily and always having something 
up their sleeves no matter what kind of assurance they up their sleeves no matter what kind of assurance they 
may give about may give about honouringhonouring their own part of an agreement.their own part of an agreement.

The Senegalese on the other hand like to see The Senegalese on the other hand like to see 
Gambians as carrying the trait of the English, inquisitive, Gambians as carrying the trait of the English, inquisitive, 
captious and incurably fastidious.captious and incurably fastidious.

This provides a propitious climate for mutual This provides a propitious climate for mutual 
suspicion.”suspicion.”

The IndependentThe Independent (Banjul), EDITORIAL, April 22, 2003 (Banjul), EDITORIAL, April 22, 2003 

Senegal

Gambia

Key Questions, This WeekKey Questions, This Week

►► I I How did colonialism structure economies?How did colonialism structure economies?

►► II II How did it structure international relations?How did it structure international relations?

►► IIIIII How did it structure legal systems?How did it structure legal systems?

►► IVIV What are the psychological legacies?What are the psychological legacies?
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Key Questions, Next WeekKey Questions, Next Week

►► How do the borders constructed by colonialism How do the borders constructed by colonialism 
matter?matter?

►► How did colonialism shape state structures?How did colonialism shape state structures?
►► How did it shape political demography?How did it shape political demography?
►► How did it shape political practices?How did it shape political practices?
►► How did it contribute to the reification of ethnicity?How did it contribute to the reification of ethnicity?
►► How did it shape socioeconomic divisions?How did it shape socioeconomic divisions?
►► How did it shape political culture?How did it shape political culture?

EconomiesEconomies
►► ““The present day result of these centuries of foreign meddling anThe present day result of these centuries of foreign meddling and d 

disruption are nonintegrated economies that concentrate on produdisruption are nonintegrated economies that concentrate on producing cing 
unprocessed raw materials for foreign consumers…the present unprocessed raw materials for foreign consumers…the present 
economic order is characterized by an unfair division of labor teconomic order is characterized by an unfair division of labor that hat 
says: ‘You produce coffee and I shall produce computers.’ This isays: ‘You produce coffee and I shall produce computers.’ This is unfair s unfair 
because coffee is cheap and computers are expensive. This is jusbecause coffee is cheap and computers are expensive. This is just t 
common sense.”   common sense.”   YoweriYoweri MuseveniMuseveni, , WWhat is Africa’s Problem?hat is Africa’s Problem?

MarketsMarkets
►► Urbanization patterns develop in response to colonial Urbanization patterns develop in response to colonial 

demands for labor.demands for labor.
e.g. mining towns in Zambiae.g. mining towns in Zambia

►► Established Markets Established Markets 
Market towns Market towns 
Same physical infrastructure; stalls dating back to the 50sSame physical infrastructure; stalls dating back to the 50s

►► But: Most Markets and Routes Designed for ExportBut: Most Markets and Routes Designed for Export
Commodities: natural resources, agricultureCommodities: natural resources, agriculture
Trade routes and infrastructureTrade routes and infrastructure

Transportation NetworksTransportation Networks

Economies: ExportsEconomies: Exports

►► Agriculture, raw materials , Agriculture, raw materials , 
little processinglittle processing
A deliberate attempt to protect markets? A deliberate attempt to protect markets? 
but what’s the counterfactual?but what’s the counterfactual?
Continued dependenceContinued dependence

►► Marketing BoardsMarketing Boards
To stabilize pricesTo stabilize prices
Huge surpluses at the moment Huge surpluses at the moment 
of independence, peaks in 60sof independence, peaks in 60s

Colonial Legacies: ImportsColonial Legacies: Imports

►►Colonial consumer goods become Colonial consumer goods become 
‘essentials’‘essentials’

►►TouaregsTouaregs in search of 4in search of 4××4s4s
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The Dependency SchoolThe Dependency School

►►Rodney, Rodney, AminAmin, Cabral, Cabral
Counter Marx: Counter Marx: 
►►Development did not Development did not immiserateimmiserate European masses; European masses; 
►►colonializationcolonialization did not spur development. Rather did not spur development. Rather 

colonialism perpetuates underdevelopmentcolonialism perpetuates underdevelopment

►►The sources of underdevelopment found The sources of underdevelopment found 
within the international economy within the international economy 

►►The study of African economies becomes The study of African economies becomes 
the study of international relationsthe study of international relations

Dependency and International RelationsDependency and International Relations

Dependency and International RelationsDependency and International Relations Failure of Africa to UniteFailure of Africa to Unite

►► Many small merges fail:Many small merges fail:
►► Senegal, Mali (1959Senegal, Mali (1959--60)60)
►► Senegal, Gambia (1982Senegal, Gambia (1982--1989)1989)
►► Union of African States: Ghana, Guinea, Mali Union of African States: Ghana, Guinea, Mali 

(1960(1960--63)63)
►► Uganda, Kenya, TanzaniaUganda, Kenya, Tanzania
►► Libya, Egypt (1972)Libya, Egypt (1972)
►► Libya, Chad (1981)Libya, Chad (1981)

►► Any cases of unions?Any cases of unions?

The Dependency SchoolThe Dependency School

►►The capitalist world economy works by rules The capitalist world economy works by rules 
set by advanced economies with a view to set by advanced economies with a view to 
exploiting the Third Worldexploiting the Third World

►►Global trade is manufactures for agriculture, Global trade is manufactures for agriculture, 
with declining terms of trade for developing with declining terms of trade for developing 
countriescountries

►►Economic structures further weaken African Economic structures further weaken African 
bargaining powerbargaining power

The Dependency SchoolThe Dependency School

►► This is done using collusion between the This is done using collusion between the 
elites in the “core” and the elites in the elites in the “core” and the elites in the 
“periphery” “periphery” 

►► For example, Bongo has ruled Gabon since For example, Bongo has ruled Gabon since 
1967, following a coup organized in 1967, following a coup organized in 
collusion with the French army. He has been collusion with the French army. He has been 
linked by French and Swiss prosecutors to linked by French and Swiss prosecutors to 
the corruption involving Elf Aquitaine.the corruption involving Elf Aquitaine.

►► Colonialism is seen as establishing channels Colonialism is seen as establishing channels 
for foreign firms to reap the benefits of for foreign firms to reap the benefits of 
monopolies; these channels are meant to monopolies; these channels are meant to 
continue after the end of colonialismcontinue after the end of colonialism
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One Commodity CountriesOne Commodity Countries

►►AlgeriaAlgeria
►►AngolaAngola
►►BotswanaBotswana
►►BurundiBurundi
►►R CongoR Congo
►►GabonGabon
►►GuineaGuinea

►►LibyaLibya
►►NigerNiger
►►RwandaRwanda
►►Sao TomeSao Tome
►►SomaliaSomalia
►►UgandaUganda
►►ZambiaZambia

►► Dependence of African economies on single commodities weakens Dependence of African economies on single commodities weakens 
their their bargaining powerbargaining power. Unable to achieve self. Unable to achieve self--sufficiency.sufficiency.

Dependency: Common CriticismsDependency: Common Criticisms

►►But there was development in Asia!But there was development in Asia!

►►But dependency theory ignores the abuses But dependency theory ignores the abuses 
withinwithin AfricaAfrica

►►Well, what does the evidence say?Well, what does the evidence say?

The Record: Continued Investment in Africa?The Record: Continued Investment in Africa?
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), $US millions

The Record: Continued investment in Africa?The Record: Continued investment in Africa?

The Record: Continued investment in Africa?The Record: Continued investment in Africa? The RecordThe Record
►► The problem is the opposite: The problem is the opposite: 

Africans Africans can’tcan’t export their agricultural goodsexport their agricultural goods
They do import  foodsThey do import  foods

►► African states can’t get enough foreign investment: “What do we African states can’t get enough foreign investment: “What do we have have 
to do to attract big U.S. companies to Africa?? … the market is to do to attract big U.S. companies to Africa?? … the market is there, there, 
the resources are there”the resources are there”

Sierra Leone Ambassador to the UN, Jan 2004Sierra Leone Ambassador to the UN, Jan 2004

►► DeDecolonization colonization blocksblocks routesroutes
Saharan pastoralists complain that their freedom of movement wasSaharan pastoralists complain that their freedom of movement was
blocked more after independence than they were beforeblocked more after independence than they were before

►► However: there are significant investments by natural resource However: there are significant investments by natural resource 
extraction firms. But even these are often not exextraction firms. But even these are often not ex--colonial powers:, US, colonial powers:, US, 
China, MalaysiaChina, Malaysia
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Legal LegaciesLegal Legacies

Source: http://www.droitcivil.uottawa.ca/world-legal-systems/eng-monde.html

Legal SystemsLegal Systems

Source: http://www.droitcivil.uottawa.ca/world-legal-systems/eng-afrique.html

Impact of legal FamiliesImpact of legal Families

►La Porta finds that “Countries that were 
lucky enough to be colonized by the British 
did relatively well [had good law 
enforcement]; those that had French 
colonizers or were foolish enough to 
voluntarily adopt the French or German 
legal family as a model suffered in 
comparison.”

Berkowitz, Berkowitz, PistorPistor and Richard, 2000and Richard, 2000

Legal Systems: The transplant effect Legal Systems: The transplant effect 
Berkowitz, Berkowitz, PistorPistor and Richard, 2000and Richard, 2000

► “Countries that have developed legal orders 
internally, adapted the transplanted law to local 
conditions, and/or had a population that was 
already familiar with basic legal principles of the 
transplanted law have more effective legality than 
‘transplant effect’ countries (that received foreign 
law without any similar pre-dispositions).” 

► “Controlling for the supply of legal families, we 
find that legality is roughly one third lower in 
transplant effect countries.”

Transplant EffectTransplant Effect

►► ““Legality” is “effective law”, not just the “quality” Legality” is “effective law”, not just the “quality” 
of the law on the booksof the law on the books

to be effective, it must be meaningful in the context in 
which it is applied so citizens have an incentive to use 
the law and to demand institutions that work to enforce 
and develop the law. 
the judges, lawyers, politicians, and other legal 
intermediaries that are responsible for developing the 
law must be able to increase the quality of law in a way 
that is responsive to demand for legality

Compare Angola with Senegal

Legacies: PsychologicalLegacies: Psychological

►► Gambia storyGambia story

►► Colonial superiority complex: used to enable foreign Colonial superiority complex: used to enable foreign 
minorities to control local majorities. “It is suicidal for minorities to control local majorities. “It is suicidal for 
Europeans … to admit that natives can do anything better Europeans … to admit that natives can do anything better 
than themselves. They should claim to be superior in than themselves. They should claim to be superior in 
anything and only allow natives to take a secondary or anything and only allow natives to take a secondary or 
subordinate part” subordinate part” 

SymondsSymonds, 1966, p. 76; , 1966, p. 76; MemmiMemmi, 1957/1965 , 1957/1965 

►► Colonialism led to the "generation of a deep feeling of Colonialism led to the "generation of a deep feeling of 
inferiority as well as the loss of human dignity among inferiority as well as the loss of human dignity among 
Africans" Africans" 

BoahenBoahen, , African Perspectives on ColonialismAfrican Perspectives on Colonialism, 1989, 1989
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Legacies: PsychologicalLegacies: Psychological
►►Read Read EkehEkeh on the “ideologies” of on the “ideologies” of 

colonialism:colonialism:
Myth: “Colonialism brought great gains to a Myth: “Colonialism brought great gains to a 
backward people backward people 
►►at great expense to the Westat great expense to the West
►►with little contributions from Africans”with little contributions from Africans”

Effect: Division of Africans in “native” and Effect: Division of Africans in “native” and 
“Westernized.” The ““Westernized.” The “evoluésevolués” stuck between ” stuck between 
two mentalities; constantly having to prove two mentalities; constantly having to prove 
themselves by other peoples’ standardsthemselves by other peoples’ standards

Reclaimed in Cultural StudiesReclaimed in Cultural Studies

► "As far as I am concerned the fundamental 
theme [of my book Things Fall Apart] is that 
African people did not hear of culture for the 
first time from Europeans; that their societies 
were not mindless but frequently had a 
philosophy of great depth and value and 
beauty, that they had poetry and, above all, 
they had dignity. It is this dignity that African 
people all but lost during the colonial period, 
and it is this that they must now regain." 

Achebe, The Role of the Writer in a New Nation 1964

Closing Comments and PuzzlesClosing Comments and Puzzles
►► That Africa suffers from the That Africa suffers from the economic legacyeconomic legacy does not does not 

imply that eximply that ex--Colonial powers continue to benefit. Colonial powers continue to benefit. 
Present attempts to escape the legacy (NEPAD) still reliant on Present attempts to escape the legacy (NEPAD) still reliant on 
outsiders.outsiders.

►► Where Where legal legacylegal legacy has been readapted this tends to be has been readapted this tends to be 
successfulsuccessful

►► The The psychological legacypsychological legacy is still salient. How can it be is still salient. How can it be 
tackled? tackled? 

►► What are the appropriate counterfactuals?What are the appropriate counterfactuals?
In countryIn country--variation?variation?
The Liberian and Ethiopian counterexamples?The Liberian and Ethiopian counterexamples?

►► Why so little change? Why so little change? 
Is it because the deck is stacked or because of “QUERTY” effectsIs it because the deck is stacked or because of “QUERTY” effects??
How can you tell the difference?How can you tell the difference?

Lecture VI:  Colonial Legacies II, the StateLecture VI:  Colonial Legacies II, the State

Weak structures but high demandsWeak structures but high demands
Alien state structures and Alien state structures and 
no state infrastructureno state infrastructure

Ill equipped “native” Ill equipped “native” 
bureaucraciesbureaucracies

Especially Human Resources: Especially Human Resources: 
Rodney: The main purpose of Rodney: The main purpose of 
the colonial school system was the colonial school system was 
to train Africans to help man to train Africans to help man 
the local administration  at the local administration  at 
the lowest ranks and to staff the the lowest ranks and to staff the 
private capitalist firms owned by Europeansprivate capitalist firms owned by Europeans

Example: Senegal, 1946: High school had 723 pupils, 174 of Example: Senegal, 1946: High school had 723 pupils, 174 of 
them were Africanthem were African

Weak Structures: EducationWeak Structures: Education

►►"We took over a country with 85 percent of "We took over a country with 85 percent of 
its adults illiterate. The British ruled us for its adults illiterate. The British ruled us for 
43 years. When they left, there were two 43 years. When they left, there were two 
trained engineers and 12 doctors” trained engineers and 12 doctors” 

Julius Julius NyerereNyerere

►►1960: Number of Graduates among the 13 1960: Number of Graduates among the 13 
million people living in the Congo:million people living in the Congo:
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Weak Structures: EducationWeak Structures: Education

►►"We took over a country with 85 percent of "We took over a country with 85 percent of 
its adults illiterate. The British ruled us for its adults illiterate. The British ruled us for 
43 years. When they left, there were two 43 years. When they left, there were two 
trained engineers and 12 doctors” trained engineers and 12 doctors” 

Julius Julius NyerereNyerere

►►1960: Number of Graduates among the 13 1960: Number of Graduates among the 13 
million people living in the Congo: million people living in the Congo: 1616

Political Forms of StatesPolitical Forms of States
►► Authoritarian Political StructuresAuthoritarian Political Structures

“The political structures bequeathed  by colonialism contained t“The political structures bequeathed  by colonialism contained the notion that he notion that 
authoritarianism was an appropriate mode of rule and that politiauthoritarianism was an appropriate mode of rule and that political activity was a cal activity was a 
merely a disguised form of self interest, subversive of the publmerely a disguised form of self interest, subversive of the public welfare” (ic welfare” (KasfirKasfir))

Political decisions justified either by force or by racePolitical decisions justified either by force or by race

►► Lessons:Lessons:
Only violence can defeat colonial violence (Fanon)Only violence can defeat colonial violence (Fanon)

New Rulers Inherit Colonial Arrogance?New Rulers Inherit Colonial Arrogance?

Heightened levels of ethnic identification: early independence “Heightened levels of ethnic identification: early independence “tribalism”tribalism”

“Mother Teresa “Mother Teresa SyndromSyndrom”? (Crawford Young): High expectations of services from ”? (Crawford Young): High expectations of services from 
the state?the state?

Key Questions: Theory and testsKey Questions: Theory and tests

►► How do the borders constructed by colonialism matter?How do the borders constructed by colonialism matter?

►► How did colonialism shape political demography?How did colonialism shape political demography?
How did it contribute to the reification of ethnicity?How did it contribute to the reification of ethnicity?

►► What’s the What’s the evidenceevidence on macroeconomic impacts?on macroeconomic impacts?

►► Can this help us to understand democratization?Can this help us to understand democratization?

1 Boundaries1 Boundaries

►►States contained traditional rivals: States contained traditional rivals: 
AsanteAsante and and FantiFanti in Gold Coastin Gold Coast
Yoruba and Yoruba and HausHaus in Nigeriain Nigeria
Ndebele and Ndebele and ShonShon in Southern Rhodesiain Southern Rhodesia

►►Borders split others:Borders split others:
Ewe between Gold coast and Ewe between Gold coast and TogoloandTogoloand
Ibo, between Nigeria an Ibo, between Nigeria an dCameroondCameroon
Somalia, between Ethiopia, Somalia and KenyaSomalia, between Ethiopia, Somalia and Kenya

1 Boundaries1 Boundaries

►►EnglebertEnglebert Measured “Horizontal Legitimacy”Measured “Horizontal Legitimacy”

►►Measure for “Risks of Expropriation” Measure for “Risks of Expropriation” 

►►Graphed results:Graphed results:

1 Boundaries and 1 Boundaries and ExproporiationExproporiation RisksRisks
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1 Boundaries and Institutional Quality1 Boundaries and Institutional Quality

►►Englebert’sEnglebert’s “Horizontal Legitimacy”“Horizontal Legitimacy”
►►And a measure of “Institutional Quality”And a measure of “Institutional Quality”
►►“Took out” effects of identity of colonial “Took out” effects of identity of colonial 

powerpower
►►Graphed results:Graphed results:

1 Boundaries and Institutional Quality1 Boundaries and Institutional Quality

2 Social Structures2 Social Structures

►► With high expectations groups quickly started With high expectations groups quickly started 
organizing themselves along class, ethnic, organizing themselves along class, ethnic, 
“traditional,” racial and religious lines and “traditional,” racial and religious lines and 
forming a host of civil society organizations…forming a host of civil society organizations…

►► But both the “ethnic groups” and the But both the “ethnic groups” and the 
“traditions” have a history“traditions” have a history

2.1 Colonialism and Ethnic Groups2.1 Colonialism and Ethnic Groups
►► So you want to spread the So you want to spread the 

word of God?word of God?

►► First choose your languages:First choose your languages:
Select a language.Select a language.
Standardize the language.Standardize the language.
Spread the language.Spread the language.

►► But which languages?But which languages?
As few as possible!As few as possible!
Depends on who your competitors areDepends on who your competitors are
Depends on who you knowDepends on who you know
Depends on who id politically powerful and how quickly others Depends on who id politically powerful and how quickly others 
can adaptcan adapt
Should not be a “corrupting” language (!)Should not be a “corrupting” language (!)——such as such as LingalaLingala

2.1  Colonialism and Ethnic Groups2.1  Colonialism and Ethnic Groups

►► Implications:Implications:
Some Groups PrivilegedSome Groups Privileged
►►Which cultures the colonizer understandsWhich cultures the colonizer understands
►►Who he gives jobs in missions toWho he gives jobs in missions to
►►Access to missionary educationAccess to missionary education
►►But later, access to national education also!But later, access to national education also!

Size mattersSize matters
►►BambaraBambara spread very widelyspread very widely
►► LugandaLuganda in Ugandain Uganda
►►There is now a unique “There is now a unique “ShonaShona” in Zimbabwe” in Zimbabwe
►► In Zambia major trends towards linguistic consolidationIn Zambia major trends towards linguistic consolidation

2.1 Growth of 2.1 Growth of BembaBemba, , NyanjaNyanja, Tonga and , Tonga and LoziLozi

Source: Posner
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►►How to test this idea?How to test this idea? ►► Need a measure of linguistic consolidationNeed a measure of linguistic consolidation
►► Need a measure of missionary educational activityNeed a measure of missionary educational activity

2.1 Evidence for Consolidation2.1 Evidence for Consolidation 2.2 “Traditional Forms”2.2 “Traditional Forms”

►►The “invention” of tradition (Colson) or the The “invention” of tradition (Colson) or the 
“negotiation” of tradition (T.O. Ranger)“negotiation” of tradition (T.O. Ranger)

►►Politics has primacy over traditionPolitics has primacy over tradition

►►Let’s look at landLet’s look at land

2.2 Land Ownership2.2 Land Ownership

►► What’s at stake?What’s at stake?

►► Disadvantages of customary land ownership?Disadvantages of customary land ownership?

►► Importance of enforcement (Importance of enforcement (CoaseCoase))

►► Optimal type of land depends on the value of the Optimal type of land depends on the value of the 
land: why?land: why?

►► Example of items that cannot be traded by US Example of items that cannot be traded by US 
custom?custom?

The The AkyemAkyem Region (Region (FirminFirmin Sellers)Sellers)

Paramount Chief (Okyenhene)

Ohene: Divisional Chiefs Ohene: Divisional Chiefs

Odikro: “Town Chiefs” Odikro: “Town Chiefs”

Village Chiefs

Village Chiefs

Village Chiefs

Village Chiefs

Odikro: “Town Chiefs” Odikro: “Town Chiefs”

Village Chiefs

Village Chiefs

Village Chiefs

Village Chiefs
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AkyemAkyem ctdctd..
►► Rising value of land led to selling of land outright by stoolsRising value of land led to selling of land outright by stools

►► Rush to sell depressed prices: (almost) everyone losesRush to sell depressed prices: (almost) everyone loses

►► 19041904--1926: 109 cases of 1926: 109 cases of destoolmentdestoolment

►► OkyenheneOkyenhene council uses bycouncil uses by--law to reassert paramount chief’s law to reassert paramount chief’s 
right to approve all land salesright to approve all land sales

►► British support “customary law,” unable to enforce private land British support “customary law,” unable to enforce private land 
rights themselvesrights themselves

►► …but customary law also suited paramount Chief…but customary law also suited paramount Chief——if not if not 
regional chiefs…regional chiefs…

AkyemAkyem ctdctd..

►► Disputes over true customs: which groups are in Disputes over true customs: which groups are in 
hierarchical positions over other groups hierarchical positions over other groups is is 
determined by British magistrate!determined by British magistrate!

►► In fact chiefs appeal to British for a rulingIn fact chiefs appeal to British for a ruling
►► Nana Nana OforiOfori AttaAtta controls information flows controls information flows 

between chiefs and British. British want to between chiefs and British. British want to quelquel
local disputes , regulate prices and stop chiefs local disputes , regulate prices and stop chiefs 
from squandering subjects’ wealth. (Berry)from squandering subjects’ wealth. (Berry)

►► Gains access to British coercive powersGains access to British coercive powers

AkyemAkyem: Results: Results

►► Mixed systemMixed system——gives citizens incentives to invest: private gives citizens incentives to invest: private 
property over additionsproperty over additions

►► ReificationReification: : Atta’sAtta’s ordinance made it unlawful for any ordinance made it unlawful for any 
“Head chief, chief or headman to disclaim dependence to a “Head chief, chief or headman to disclaim dependence to a 
paramount Stool … [or] on any pretext whatsoever transfer paramount Stool … [or] on any pretext whatsoever transfer 
of withdraw his or her allegiance from the Paramount of withdraw his or her allegiance from the Paramount 
stool”stool”

►► Contemporary Indirect RuleContemporary Indirect Rule. Now: Much formal . Now: Much formal 
legislation for privatization in Ghana. But “customary” law legislation for privatization in Ghana. But “customary” law 
de facto left in place. Same alliances still needed. (Berry)de facto left in place. Same alliances still needed. (Berry)

3 Macroeconomic Impacts: Some 3 Macroeconomic Impacts: Some 
TestsTests

►►Contra Contra HerbstHerbst: Cross national research : Cross national research 
indicates that colonial heritage mattersindicates that colonial heritage matters

►►But mixed results on form of impact. The But mixed results on form of impact. The 
evidence presented by evidence presented by AcemogluAcemoglu, Johnson , Johnson 
and Robinsonand Robinson

Some “Macro” ResultsSome “Macro” Results

► Former British colonies prospered relative to 
French, Spanish and Portuguese; possibly because 
of the stronger economic and political institutions 
(David Landes 1998, chapters 19 and 20)

► French colonies less susceptible to state failure—
repeatedly found by SFTF

► French colonies have more stable macroeconomies

Some Econometric results: The Colonial Some Econometric results: The Colonial 
Origins of Comparative DevelopmentOrigins of Comparative Development

►► ““The Colonial Origins of Comparative Development : An The Colonial Origins of Comparative Development : An 
Empirical Investigation”Empirical Investigation”

►► AcemogluAcemoglu, Johnson and Robinson, Johnson and Robinson

►What matters is not the identity of the 
colonizer but the conditions in the colonies: 

►How can you measure that?
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Mortality Rates as an InstrumentMortality Rates as an Instrument

►“In places where Europeans faced high 
mortality rates, they could not settle and 
they were more likely to set up extractive 
institutions. … Exploiting differences in 
mortality rates faced by soldiers, bishops 
and sailors in the colonies in the 17th, 18th 
and 19th centuries as an instrument for 
current institutions, we estimate large 
effects of institutions on income per capita.”

AcemogluAcemoglu, Johnson and Robinson, Johnson and Robinson

Example: the establishment of structures to protect farmers 

Bates, argues that the British pursued policies to depress
the price of cocoa in Ghana, but supported the prices faced by the 
commercial cereal farmers in Kenya. The reason? In Kenya, unlike
Ghana, there was a significant number of European settler farmers, 
who exerted considerable pressure on policy.

AcemogluAcemoglu, Johnson and Robinson, Johnson and Robinson AcemogluAcemoglu, Johnson and Robinson, Johnson and Robinson

AcemogluAcemoglu, Johnson and Robinson, Johnson and Robinson

Alternative Explanations?

AcemogluAcemoglu, Johnson and Robinson, Johnson and Robinson

► They control for present health and climatic conditions and 
the present demographic composition.

“The results are also robust to the inclusion of controls for the current 
disease environment (e.g., the prevalence of malaria, life expectancy 
and infant mortality) and the current fraction of the population of 
European descent.”

“The results are also robust to … the current fraction of the 
population of European descent.”

“Interestingly, we show that once the effect of institutions on 
economic performance is controlled for, neither distance from the 
equator nor the dummy for Africa is significant. These results suggest 
that Africa is poorer than the rest of the world not because of pure 
geographic or cultural factors, but because of worse institutions.”
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5 Closing Remarks5 Closing Remarks
►► Does the rhetoric of colonial regimes insulate African Does the rhetoric of colonial regimes insulate African 

regimes from genuine criticism?regimes from genuine criticism?
"What lessons on democracy am I supposed to learn today "What lessons on democracy am I supposed to learn today 
from a continent and imperialist states that would give none to from a continent and imperialist states that would give none to 
me and my country during centuries of me and my country during centuries of occupationistoccupationist rule?" rule?" 

MugabeMugabe

►► Key Puzzle To Take Home:Key Puzzle To Take Home:
There are many mechanisms There are many mechanisms 

through which we can see through which we can see 
colonialism having negative colonialism having negative 
effects. Why then do the effects. Why then do the 
places with the greatest penetration places with the greatest penetration 
of colonialism appear to fare better? of colonialism appear to fare better? 

Lecture 7: Contemporary African States 

Key QuestionsKey Questions

►► What is the state?  How does it function?What is the state?  How does it function?

►► How to characterize the African states?How to characterize the African states?
SizeSize
ReachReach
PersistencePersistence
MemoryMemory
PracticesPractices

►► How can we account for the persistence of African States. How can we account for the persistence of African States. 

►► How can we account for their practices: their strengths and How can we account for their practices: their strengths and 
their choices?their choices?

Definition of the StateDefinition of the State
►►““A political community formed by a A political community formed by a 

territorially defined population, subject to a territorially defined population, subject to a 
single government”single government”

►►Core featuresCore features (Montevideo Convention (Montevideo Convention 
1933):1933):

Permanent PopulationPermanent Population
A defined territoryA defined territory
“Effective” Government (with capacity)“Effective” Government (with capacity)
External sovereignty: the capacity to enter External sovereignty: the capacity to enter 
relations with other statesrelations with other states

Definition of the State IIDefinition of the State II

►► Note: Note: 
The state is not equivalent to the government and the The state is not equivalent to the government and the 
head of state is not the same as the head of head of state is not the same as the head of 
governmentgovernment
The “legitimacy” of the government is not necessaryThe “legitimacy” of the government is not necessary
It is not necessary that power is vested in “institutions” It is not necessary that power is vested in “institutions” 
rather than an individualrather than an individual

►► This version of the This version of the WeberianWeberian notion:notion:
About the means of politics, not the outcomeAbout the means of politics, not the outcome
About force: a monopoly over forceAbout force: a monopoly over force

Functions of The StateFunctions of The State
David Easton: The state is the forum for the David Easton: The state is the forum for the 
"authoritative allocation of values" for a society"authoritative allocation of values" for a society

Harold Harold LasswellLasswell: It determines "Who get what, when : It determines "Who get what, when 
and how" and how" 
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The Core Puzzle of the Political The Core Puzzle of the Political 
Economy of StatesEconomy of States

►►If a state is strong enough to protect the If a state is strong enough to protect the 
interests of its citizens then it has the power interests of its citizens then it has the power 
to abuse its citizensto abuse its citizens

►►Olson: States are bandits, but they are Olson: States are bandits, but they are 
stationary bandits rather than roving banditsstationary bandits rather than roving bandits

What are the incentives of these bandits? What are the incentives of these bandits? 
What are their instruments to act? What are their instruments to act? 
What are the mechanisms to constrain them?What are the mechanisms to constrain them?

Characterization of African States ICharacterization of African States I
SizeSize

Post 1990 data

Measure: The Share of Government Measure: The Share of Government 
Consumption in GDPConsumption in GDP

In Comparative Perspective…In Comparative Perspective…

How Big Is The African State?How Big Is The African State?
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How Big is the African State?How Big is the African State?
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How Big Is The African State?How Big Is The African State?

Post 1990 data
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Characterization of African States II Characterization of African States II 
Challenged MonopoliesChallenged Monopolies

►► Challenged Monopolies on SecurityChallenged Monopolies on Security
Chad: Exxon | Chad: Exxon | DobaDoba Chiefs | Air FranceChiefs | Air France
Executive Outcomes in Sierra LeoneExecutive Outcomes in Sierra Leone

►► Informal federalismInformal federalism
Bishops rule in CongoBishops rule in Congo
OrmaOrma

►► Challenged SovereigntyChallenged Sovereignty
Nkrumah readingNkrumah reading

Characterization of African States III Characterization of African States III 
PersistencePersistence

►► African states, as units have persisted despite their African states, as units have persisted despite their 
weaknessweakness

►► Few international campaignsFew international campaigns
►► Few unrecognized entitiesFew unrecognized entities
►► Exceptions?Exceptions?

Support for Taylor, Support for Taylor, MugabeMugabe
GhadaffiGhadaffi in Chadin Chad
Rwanda in CongoRwanda in Congo
Somalia story?Somalia story?
Others?Others?

Characterization of African States IV Characterization of African States IV 
Poor Institutional MemoryPoor Institutional Memory

►► Institutions play the role of maintaining the Institutions play the role of maintaining the 
“memory” of a state“memory” of a state

►► But…But…
The records office in Sierra LeoneThe records office in Sierra Leone
de de MenezesMenezes’ problems’ problems
Destruction of Destruction of 
Congolese archives Congolese archives 
(C&D)(C&D)

Characterization of the African State V: Characterization of the African State V: 
PracticesPractices

►► The (Neo) Patrimonial StateThe (Neo) Patrimonial State
►► The Shadow State (Reno)The Shadow State (Reno)
►► The Vampire State (The Vampire State (AyitteyAyittey))

►► “Those who came…shouting ‘The 31“Those who came…shouting ‘The 31stst December December 
Revolution in Ghana is the culmination of the struggle Revolution in Ghana is the culmination of the struggle 
against injustice, indignity and exploitation’ are themselves against injustice, indignity and exploitation’ are themselves 
today meting out the worst injustice and indignities to us today meting out the worst injustice and indignities to us 
and sucking the blood of the nation to the last drop” and sucking the blood of the nation to the last drop” 

((AshaiAshai in The Free Press 1996 [in The Free Press 1996 [AiteeyAiteey, 149]), 149])

Characterization of the African State V: Characterization of the African State V: 
PracticesPractices

►►Informality of the stateInformality of the state

►►Overlapping interests of public and private Overlapping interests of public and private 
spheresspheres

The Sierra Leonean Minister of EnvironmentThe Sierra Leonean Minister of Environment

►►Divorce of public and private moralitiesDivorce of public and private moralities
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Towards Explanations: Towards Explanations: 
Why the persistence?Why the persistence?

►► Africa as a political idea: African nationalism in Africa as a political idea: African nationalism in 
reaction to colonialismreaction to colonialism

“politicians [maintain that] whatever the size, shape, “politicians [maintain that] whatever the size, shape, 
population and resources of these jurisdictions, they population and resources of these jurisdictions, they 
have a right to exist because they are the embodiment have a right to exist because they are the embodiment 
of the African political revolution” (Jackson and of the African political revolution” (Jackson and 
RosbergRosberg))

►► African CompactAfrican Compact
I’ll defend you if you defend meI’ll defend you if you defend me
Facilitated by a balance of powerFacilitated by a balance of power
But: do we observe this?But: do we observe this?

Explanations: Why Persistence?Explanations: Why Persistence?

►► Independence at a moment when the Independence at a moment when the 
international state systeminternational state system was strong?was strong?

“the International is prior to the Internal”“the International is prior to the Internal”
But do we observe international bolstering of states’ But do we observe international bolstering of states’ 
rights?rights?
Other channels?Other channels?

►► OthersOthers::
African armies too weakAfrican armies too weak
CrossCross--border ties may border ties may hamper hamper aggression?aggression?
Weak structures may make neoWeak structures may make neo--colonial administration colonial administration 
unworkable?unworkable?

Why are African states weak?Why are African states weak?
►► The postThe post--colonial argumentcolonial argument: “Colonialists built weak, : “Colonialists built weak, 

authoritarian states and left quickly” (Young)authoritarian states and left quickly” (Young)

►► The neoThe neo--colonial argumentcolonial argument: “African states are kept weak : “African states are kept weak 
to benefit international actors” (to benefit international actors” (AminAmin))

►► The geographic The geographic structuraliststructuralist argumentargument: “Population : “Population 
distributions make broadcasting of power difficult” (distributions make broadcasting of power difficult” (HerbstHerbst))

►► The material base argumentThe material base argument: “African economies are too : “African economies are too 
weak to support specialists in Bureaucracy” (Diamond)weak to support specialists in Bureaucracy” (Diamond)

►► The vampire state argumentThe vampire state argument: “African leaders feed off : “African leaders feed off 
disorder” (disorder” (ChabalChabal and and DalozDaloz). Stresses ). Stresses intentionalityintentionality..

The GeographicThe Geographic--StructuralistStructuralist ArgumentArgument

►► HerbstHerbst: the problem is not weak boundaries: “the : the problem is not weak boundaries: “the 
boundaries boundaries areare the states”the states”

►► Leaders enforce boundaries dogmatically because they are Leaders enforce boundaries dogmatically because they are 
weak: they have no other way of claiming order in the weak: they have no other way of claiming order in the 
hinterlandhinterland

►► States are weak because they have not had to forge their States are weak because they have not had to forge their 
own boundariesown boundaries

►► But: A little circular?But: A little circular?
►► Does it account for international variation?Does it account for international variation?

PopulationPopulation The Vampire States ArgumentThe Vampire States Argument

►►Politicians benefit from disorderPoliticians benefit from disorder
The political benefits of hiring incompetentsThe political benefits of hiring incompetents

►►But: But: 
If process leads to collapse they undermine the If process leads to collapse they undermine the 
material basis for patronagematerial basis for patronage
By weakening state structures they undermine By weakening state structures they undermine 
the political basis of patronagethe political basis of patronage
It’s not healthy bring a politician in AfricaIt’s not healthy bring a politician in Africa
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Is it healthy being a a politician in Africa?Is it healthy being a a politician in Africa?

Total Military Interventions (Coups d’Etat) McGowan, 2003

An alternative: Choices Under An alternative: Choices Under 
Constraints ArgumentConstraints Argument

►► Motivation: Need to Explain the Motivation: Need to Explain the VariationVariation : The : The 
SenegalsSenegals and the and the ChadsChads

►► Policy makers have a choice between producing Policy makers have a choice between producing 
public goods or extracting private goods from an public goods or extracting private goods from an 
economyeconomy

►► Public goods are enjoyed by everyone but private Public goods are enjoyed by everyone but private 
goods can be shared among people the policy goods can be shared among people the policy 
maker selectsmaker selects

►► There are two types of tradeoff:There are two types of tradeoff:

TradeoffsTradeoffs

►►The economic tradeoffThe economic tradeoff::
In some economies, “privatizing” public In some economies, “privatizing” public 
resources in very difficultresources in very difficult
►►If workers can exit or otherwise withhold laborIf workers can exit or otherwise withhold labor

In others, privatizing public resources is easierIn others, privatizing public resources is easier
►►Natural resources can be liquidated quickly and often Natural resources can be liquidated quickly and often 

with low visibilitywith low visibility

TradeoffsTradeoffs
►► The political tradeoffThe political tradeoff::

Polities vary in the degree to which politicians are subject Polities vary in the degree to which politicians are subject 
to censure by “to censure by “selectoratesselectorates” ” 
Polities vary in the Polities vary in the sizesize of the “of the “selectorateselectorate” that has to be ” that has to be 
satisfied to maintain the president in powersatisfied to maintain the president in power

►► Model:Model:
Individual members of the Individual members of the selectorateselectorate declare minimum declare minimum 
levels of returns that they will accept before trying to turn levels of returns that they will accept before trying to turn 
the politician out of office.the politician out of office.
The politician decides how much of a public good to The politician decides how much of a public good to 
produce and how much of a private good to produce. He produce and how much of a private good to produce. He 
then divides the private good up between the most then divides the private good up between the most 
politically advantageous groups.politically advantageous groups.
The The selectorateselectorate then decides whether or not to try to get then decides whether or not to try to get 
rid of the incumbent.rid of the incumbent.

The outcomeThe outcome::

►► If politicians are subject to censure then their policies are If politicians are subject to censure then their policies are 
less “vampireless “vampire--like” :like” :

The more regular the review The more regular the review 
The larger the required The larger the required selectorateselectorate
The more easy it is for the The more easy it is for the selectorateselectorate to guarantee the to guarantee the 
incumbent’s securityincumbent’s security
The more dependent the economy is on natural resourcesThe more dependent the economy is on natural resources

►► These features account for the variation within Africa; and  These features account for the variation within Africa; and  
they account for the variation between Africa and other they account for the variation between Africa and other 
parts of the worldparts of the world

Closing Remarks and CommentsClosing Remarks and Comments

►► Challenged Monopolies and Vampire States: Are these positions inChallenged Monopolies and Vampire States: Are these positions incompatible?compatible?
AyitteyAyittey describes: “the towering importance and intrusion of politics idescribes: “the towering importance and intrusion of politics into all nto all 
spheres of human activity” spheres of human activity” but…but… “Leaving aside the democratic “Leaving aside the democratic 
requirements that a government must be by the people and for therequirements that a government must be by the people and for the
people, one expects at a minimum a government to be responsive tpeople, one expects at a minimum a government to be responsive to the o the 
needs of the people…But even this basic requirement for “governmneeds of the people…But even this basic requirement for “government” is ent” is 
lacking in Africa (lacking in Africa (AyitteyAyittey, 150), 150)

HerbstHerbst notes that African states are not born of domestic competition notes that African states are not born of domestic competition 
but…but… he also recognizes the extent of challenges to the state’s monohe also recognizes the extent of challenges to the state’s monopolypoly

►► How can you distinguish empirically between the effective implemHow can you distinguish empirically between the effective implementation of entation of 
policies that undermine the state and the ineffective implementapolicies that undermine the state and the ineffective implementation of policies tion of policies 
to strengthen the state?to strengthen the state?

►► Is the problem that the realm of politics is insufficiently emanIs the problem that the realm of politics is insufficiently emancipated cipated 
from societyfrom society——as as ChabalChabal and and DalozDaloz argueargue——or that there is or that there is tootoo much of much of 
a disjuncture between state and societya disjuncture between state and society——as as EkehEkeh argued?argued?
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Lecture 9: Ethnicity

StructureStructure

1.1. Ethnicity: Some Definitional IssuesEthnicity: Some Definitional Issues
2.2. The Need to Choose CoalitionsThe Need to Choose Coalitions
3.3. Rival Types of Coalitions: Why Ethnicity?Rival Types of Coalitions: Why Ethnicity?
4.4. Mechanisms for why ethnicity might help in Mechanisms for why ethnicity might help in 

forming coalitionsforming coalitions
5.5. Applications: Applications: 

1.1. 1. 1. HausalandHausaland: Nation or Ethnic Group?: Nation or Ethnic Group?
2.2. 2. Zambia: Which group do you belong to?2. Zambia: Which group do you belong to?

6.6. Measuring EthnicityMeasuring Ethnicity

EthnicityEthnicity

►► ““Ethnicity” commonly refers to collectivities that Ethnicity” commonly refers to collectivities that 
share a myth of origin share a myth of origin 

►► Ancestry; others, the importance of history, most Ancestry; others, the importance of history, most 
often migration and settlementoften migration and settlement

►► Sharing a culture; a languageSharing a culture; a language

►► Some include religion or even gender as an Some include religion or even gender as an 
“ethnicity”“ethnicity”

EthnicityEthnicity

►►In most definitions: allegiances with others In most definitions: allegiances with others 
based on based on ascriptiveascriptive rather than rather than acquired acquired 
characteristics…characteristics…

So you want to control politics?So you want to control politics?

►►First define your coalition…First define your coalition…

Minimum Winning CoalitionsMinimum Winning Coalitions

►►In a nonIn a non--consensual system your best bet is consensual system your best bet is 
to form a coalition that is big enough so to form a coalition that is big enough so 
that you can implement the groups that you can implement the groups 
decisions but small enough so that you do decisions but small enough so that you do 
not have to share too much powernot have to share too much power
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Minimum Winning CoalitionsMinimum Winning Coalitions

►►Who do you ally with? On what basis?Who do you ally with? On what basis?
EthnicityEthnicity
RaceRace
RegionRegion
ReligionReligion
ClassClass
GenderGender
Urban / RuralUrban / Rural
CoCo--citizens? citizens? 

Who do you ally with?Who do you ally with?

►►Do you choose people with the same Do you choose people with the same 
interests as you?interests as you?

►►Or people who are “like” you in other ways?Or people who are “like” you in other ways?

Rich

Poor

West East

Who do you ally with?Who do you ally with?

►►Do you choose people with the same Do you choose people with the same 
interests as you?interests as you?

►►Or people who are “like” you in other ways?Or people who are “like” you in other ways?

Rich

Poor

West East

By class?

Who do you ally with?Who do you ally with?

►►Do you choose people with the same Do you choose people with the same 
interests as you?interests as you?

►►Or people who are “like” you in other ways?Or people who are “like” you in other ways?

Rich

Poor

West East

By region?

Who do you ally with?Who do you ally with?

►►Do you choose people with the same Do you choose people with the same 
interests as you?interests as you?

►►Or people who are “like” you in other ways?Or people who are “like” you in other ways?

Rich

Poor

West East

By gender?

The Problem With EthnicityThe Problem With Ethnicity

►► For For MarxistsMarxists, the problem is that social classes (not ethnic , the problem is that social classes (not ethnic 
groups), should structure social organization.  groups), should structure social organization.  

Marxists responses 1Marxists responses 1: “Capitalism still in transition”: dual : “Capitalism still in transition”: dual 
economieseconomies

Marxists responses 2Marxists responses 2: “Ethnicity : “Ethnicity is is class interest” (Breton 1964, class interest” (Breton 1964, 
SklarSklar 1967): “sons of the soil” v. outsiders; labor quotas by 1967): “sons of the soil” v. outsiders; labor quotas by 
ethnicityethnicity

Marxists responses 3Marxists responses 3: Ethnicity is a ploy to distract people from : Ethnicity is a ploy to distract people from 
their “true” interests (their “true” interests (GramsciGramsci))
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The Problem With EthnicityThe Problem With Ethnicity
►► For For Modernization theoristsModernization theorists, the forces of , the forces of 

modernization should erode ethnicity’s organizational.  modernization should erode ethnicity’s organizational.  
InterestInterest--based relationships should dominate.  based relationships should dominate.  
Literacy should free people of parochial affiliations…Literacy should free people of parochial affiliations…

Modernization Theory Response responses 1Modernization Theory Response responses 1: “uneven : “uneven 
modernization”: backward groups get the political tools of modernization”: backward groups get the political tools of 
modernization’ sometimes the rate of social mobilization modernization’ sometimes the rate of social mobilization 
exceeds the capacity of elites to control it (Huntington)exceeds the capacity of elites to control it (Huntington)

Modernization Theory Response 2Modernization Theory Response 2: Modernization is : Modernization is 
done done viavia ethnic groups: ethnicity is used, functionally, to ethnic groups: ethnicity is used, functionally, to 
organize investments and urban activity: The organize investments and urban activity: The KalelaKalela dance.dance.

Other ApproachesOther Approaches
►► Constructivists, Constructivists, InterpretivistsInterpretivists and  and  

Instrumentalists:Instrumentalists:
“Ethnic identities are malleable”“Ethnic identities are malleable”
cfcf The The Bantu Men’s Social CenterBantu Men’s Social Center

Identities exhibit “Identities exhibit “situational selectionsituational selection” ” 
(Mitchell; (Mitchell; MelsonMelson and and WolpeWolpe (1970))(1970))

Two aspects of variation: (1) which dimensions of Two aspects of variation: (1) which dimensions of 
identity are most salient and (2) what are the categories identity are most salient and (2) what are the categories 
along those dimensionsalong those dimensions

These approaches try to explain not just why ethnicity These approaches try to explain not just why ethnicity 
matters, but why we see the ethnic group we see…matters, but why we see the ethnic group we see…

But what is the rate of change?But what is the rate of change?

Minimum Winning CoalitionsMinimum Winning Coalitions

 North South 
Muslim 35 19 
Christian  30 16 
 

Q: How do you form a minimum winning coalition?

►►But what are the mechanisms?But what are the mechanisms?

Mechanisms I:Mechanisms I: Category Based?Category Based?

►►Minimal Group Theory (Minimal Group Theory (TajfelTajfel, 1982) , 1982) 

►►Identifiable Groups Solve Coordination Identifiable Groups Solve Coordination 
Problems (Hardin 1995)Problems (Hardin 1995)

►►Policing boundaries is easier (Chandra 2003)Policing boundaries is easier (Chandra 2003)

Mechanisms I: Mechanisms I: Category Based?Category Based?

►► IdentifiabilityIdentifiability.. The fact that ethnicity is associated The fact that ethnicity is associated 
with with phenotypicalphenotypical characteristics means that it can characteristics means that it can 
be readily used to solve collective action problems be readily used to solve collective action problems 
even when people don’t know each other.even when people don’t know each other.

It signals allegianceIt signals allegiance
It signals commonality of preferencesIt signals commonality of preferences
It signals a networkIt signals a network
It solves a coordination problemIt solves a coordination problem
You can learn about who did what for me… (Chandra)You can learn about who did what for me… (Chandra)
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Mechanisms I:Mechanisms I: Category Based?Category Based?

►►But:But:

►►Whatever the boundaries are between Whatever the boundaries are between 
groups, they are constructed…groups, they are constructed…

►►What’s so special about ethnicity as a What’s so special about ethnicity as a 
category? (category? (KurzbanKurzban…)…)

Sometimes 
Hard To Remove

But sometimes 
Easy To Remove

And Often Hard To TellAnd Often Hard To Tell

Mechanisms I:Mechanisms I: Category Based?Category Based?

►► ““There were 250 children, ages 11 to 19.  On April 30, There were 250 children, ages 11 to 19.  On April 30, 
around 5:30, we heard shots.  In several minutes, the around 5:30, we heard shots.  In several minutes, the 
assailing rebels had become masters of the seminary.  The assailing rebels had become masters of the seminary.  The 
soldiers charged with protecting us had fled.  A troop of soldiers charged with protecting us had fled.  A troop of 
rebels had taken over the dormitories…The assailants rebels had taken over the dormitories…The assailants 
gathered us in the middle of the room and demanded that gathered us in the middle of the room and demanded that 
we separate into Hutus and Tutsi.  The students refused.  we separate into Hutus and Tutsi.  The students refused.  
They were united.  Then the leader of the group, an They were united.  Then the leader of the group, an 
enraged woman, ordered their killing.  There were 70 enraged woman, ordered their killing.  There were 70 
students.  The assailants fired their grenades.”students.  The assailants fired their grenades.”

►► Priest’s account of 1997 massacre by Hutu rebels in Priest’s account of 1997 massacre by Hutu rebels in ButaButa

Mechanisms I:Mechanisms I: Category Based?Category Based?

“In Sri Lanka (1983), Sinhalese rioters suspected a man in “In Sri Lanka (1983), Sinhalese rioters suspected a man in 
a car of being a Tamil.  Having stopped the car, they a car of being a Tamil.  Having stopped the car, they 
inquired about his peculiar accent in inquired about his peculiar accent in SinhalaSinhala, which he , which he 
explained by his lengthy stay in England and his marriage explained by his lengthy stay in England and his marriage 
to an English woman.  Uncertain, but able to prevent his to an English woman.  Uncertain, but able to prevent his 
escape, the rioters went off to kill other Tamils, returning escape, the rioters went off to kill other Tamils, returning 
later to question the prospective victim further.  Eventually, later to question the prospective victim further.  Eventually, 
he was allowed to proceed on his way, even though the he was allowed to proceed on his way, even though the 
mob knew it risked making a mistake, which in fact it had:  mob knew it risked making a mistake, which in fact it had:  
the man was a Tamil.”the man was a Tamil.”

►► Horowitz (2001: 130)Horowitz (2001: 130)
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And even And even idenitifiabilityidenitifiability is an is an 
outcome outcome of politicsof politics Mechanisms II:Mechanisms II: Preference Based?Preference Based?

►►PrimordialismPrimordialism: Members of ethnic groups : Members of ethnic groups 
have “primordial” attachments (Kaplan)have “primordial” attachments (Kaplan)

Mechanisms II:Mechanisms II: Preference Based?Preference Based?

►►But…But…

KurzbanKurzban et al: “Can Race Be Erased?”et al: “Can Race Be Erased?”
((http://www.pnas.org/cgi/reprint/251541498v1.pdfhttp://www.pnas.org/cgi/reprint/251541498v1.pdf

►► “racism may be a volatile and eradicable construct “racism may be a volatile and eradicable construct 
that persists only so long as it is actively that persists only so long as it is actively 
maintained through being linked to parallel maintained through being linked to parallel 
systems of social alliancesystems of social alliance

Mechanisms II:Mechanisms II: Preference Based?Preference Based?

►►Some More sophisticated arguments:Some More sophisticated arguments:

Members of ethnic groups have “like interests”?Members of ethnic groups have “like interests”?

Members of ethnic groups have “Common Members of ethnic groups have “Common 
Interests”?Interests”?

Evidence?Evidence?

Mechanisms III: Mechanisms III: 
Other Information Based ArgumentsOther Information Based Arguments

►►Technological argument: Technological argument: 
“Ethnic Intermediaries” “Ethnic Intermediaries” 
Elites that must maintain captive support Elites that must maintain captive support 
groupsgroups

►►InIn--group Policing group Policing 
FearonFearon and and LaitinLaitin (1996) (1996) 
InIn--group policing is a mechanism for resolving group policing is a mechanism for resolving 
interinter--group conflict group conflict 

Mechanisms IV: InstitutionsMechanisms IV: Institutions--Based?Based?

►►Repeated InteractionRepeated Interaction
punishment strategies make opportunistic punishment strategies make opportunistic 
defection costly (defection costly (PlatteauPlatteau 1994)1994)

cfcf GreifGreif (1993) on (1993) on MaghrebiMaghrebi traderstraders
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Ethnicity & Race Politics

OverviewOverview

►► The Idea of NegritudeThe Idea of Negritude

►► Races in AfricaRaces in Africa

►► The Idea of RaceThe Idea of Race

►► Race and PoliticsRace and Politics

►► Choosing Between Rival Choosing Between Rival IdentititesIdentitites

NegritudeNegritude

►► ReRe--evaluating the blackness, reevaluating the blackness, re--appropriating a term: appropriating a term: 
Marcus Garvey: blacks are "descendants of the greatest Marcus Garvey: blacks are "descendants of the greatest 
and proudest race who ever peopled the earth." and proudest race who ever peopled the earth." 

►► StrandsStrands
CesaireCesaire: Historical development of black peoples: Historical development of black peoples
Sartre Hegelian approach:Sartre Hegelian approach:
►► A Jew, a white among whites, can deny that he is a Jew, declarinA Jew, a white among whites, can deny that he is a Jew, declaring g 

himself a man among men. The black cannot deny that he is black himself a man among men. The black cannot deny that he is black nor nor 
claim for himself an abstract, colorless humanity: he is black. claim for himself an abstract, colorless humanity: he is black. Thus he Thus he 
is driven to authenticity: insulted, enslaved, he raises himselfis driven to authenticity: insulted, enslaved, he raises himself up. He up. He 
picks up the word "black" ["picks up the word "black" ["NegreNegre"] that they had thrown at him like a "] that they had thrown at him like a 
stone, he asserts his blackness, facing the white man, with pridstone, he asserts his blackness, facing the white man, with pride  e  

NegritudeNegritude

►► Senghor: Essentialist interpretationSenghor: Essentialist interpretation

►► To proceed it defines a personality typeTo proceed it defines a personality type
Senghor there is an "eternal . . . black soul" based upon the Senghor there is an "eternal . . . black soul" based upon the 
categories of "emotion," "rhythmic attitude," and "humor“categories of "emotion," "rhythmic attitude," and "humor“
“Emotion is black as Reason is Hellenic”“Emotion is black as Reason is Hellenic”

►► And a mission:And a mission:
De Bois: “the Negro people, as a race, De Bois: “the Negro people, as a race, 
have a contribution to make to civilization have a contribution to make to civilization 
and humanity, which no other race can and humanity, which no other race can 
make…it is the duty of the Americans of make…it is the duty of the Americans of 
Negro descent, as a body, to maintain Negro descent, as a body, to maintain 
their race identity, until this mission of their race identity, until this mission of 
the Negro people is accomplished” the Negro people is accomplished” 

NegritudeNegritude
►► Problems: Problems: 

1.1. It’s constraining: “I am not a potentiality for It’s constraining: “I am not a potentiality for 
something. I am fully that which I am.” something. I am fully that which I am.” FanonFanon

2.2. It relies on an identification of Black and African: It relies on an identification of Black and African: 
is that valid?is that valid?

3.3. More deeply: it relies on a coherence of race as a More deeply: it relies on a coherence of race as a 
concept: is that valid?concept: is that valid?

How Africa Became BlackHow Africa Became Black

►►““[[B]eforeB]efore the arrival of white colonists, the arrival of white colonists, 
Africa already harbored not just blacks Africa already harbored not just blacks 
but…five of the world’s six major divisions but…five of the world’s six major divisions 
of humanity, and three of them are confined of humanity, and three of them are confined 
as natives to Africa…No other continent as natives to Africa…No other continent 
approaches this human diversity.” approaches this human diversity.” 

►► Jared DiamondJared Diamond
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►► Pygmy groups. C 200,000 dispersed among 200,000 Pygmy groups. C 200,000 dispersed among 200,000 
blacksblacks

►► KhoisanKhoisan include San and include San and KhoiKhoi (“(“HottentotHottentot” and ” and 
“Bushmen”). “Bushmen”). 

Archeological evidence of large declines in numbers in what Archeological evidence of large declines in numbers in what 
are now Bantu areas.are now Bantu areas.
Dutch settlers also displace Dutch settlers also displace KhoisansKhoisans more easily than more easily than 
“steel“steel--equipped” Bantu groupsequipped” Bantu groups

►► AustronesiansAustronesians in Madagascar (Since perhaps 300 AD)in Madagascar (Since perhaps 300 AD)

GreenbergGreenberg

Claim: Semitic Languages 
are Afro-Asiatic and largely 
confined to Africa

Note: No survival of 
language groups associated 
uniquely with Pygmy groups

Note: Huge area associated 
with Bantu language group.

GreenbergGreenberg

Claim: Linguistic evidence 
Can be used to study major 
population movements

►►Does Race Does Race MeanMean Anything Anything ReallyReally??
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►►Anthony Anthony AppiahAppiah: “No!”: “No!”

►►Arguments for race hinge on incoherent Arguments for race hinge on incoherent 
ideas:ideas:

1. Common Descent1. Common Descent
2. Common History2. Common History
3. Common “Impulse”3. Common “Impulse”
4. Common Biological Features4. Common Biological Features

LineagesLineages

►► The extraordinary The extraordinary 
HamiticHamitic mythmyth

LineagesLineages

►► The extraordinary The extraordinary 
HamiticHamitic mythmyth

LineagesLineages

►► Allow for the possibility that people outside the Allow for the possibility that people outside the 
lineage are fundamentally differentlineage are fundamentally different

►► ….and so inherently have different rights:….and so inherently have different rights:

The “The “TouaregTouareg have no more reason to continue to exist have no more reason to continue to exist 
than did the Redskins [in America]. Unfortunately the than did the Redskins [in America]. Unfortunately the 
desert climate and the extraordinary camel present us desert climate and the extraordinary camel present us 
with obstacles that the Americans did not have to face.”with obstacles that the Americans did not have to face.”

Rapport Rapport PolitiquePolitique dudu CercleCercle d’Agadezd’Agadez (September 1916)(September 1916)

LineagesLineages

►► Allow for the possibility that people outside the Allow for the possibility that people outside the 
lineage are fundamentally differentlineage are fundamentally different

►► ….and different allegiances and motivations :….and different allegiances and motivations :

“if they killed 15 blacks [“if they killed 15 blacks [nègresnègres], we then killed 20 ], we then killed 20 
TamacheqTamacheqss…the …the TouaregTouareg and and MaureMaure populations are populations are 
more or less complicit in the rebellion. We are willing to more or less complicit in the rebellion. We are willing to 
assume the right to judge them and to punish them” assume the right to judge them and to punish them” 
[Black militia spokesman, Mali 1994][Black militia spokesman, Mali 1994]
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Lineages?Lineages?

We all come from the same lineages. We all come from the same lineages. 
►► Claim: “MRCA of the Claim: “MRCA of the entireentire world is within historical times, world is within historical times, 

3000 BC 3000 BC -- 1000 AD…Almost everybody is probably 1000 AD…Almost everybody is probably 
descended from Confucius”descended from Confucius”
[Mark [Mark HumphrysHumphrys, For related research see , For related research see seesee: : Chang, Joseph T.Chang, Joseph T. (1999), (1999), 
Recent common ancestors of all presentRecent common ancestors of all present--day individualsday individuals, , Advances in Applied Advances in Applied 
ProbabilityProbability 31(4), 100231(4), 1002--26.] 26.] 

►► There are greater distances between some African groups There are greater distances between some African groups 
than between some African and nonthan between some African and non--African groups.African groups.

“The “The HadzabeHadzabe [Tanzania] and the [Tanzania] and the Ju|'hoansiJu|'hoansi [Botswana] might be [Botswana] might be 
the oldest known split in the human family tree”the oldest known split in the human family tree”
►► Both have click languagesBoth have click languages
►► Source: Alec Knight and Joanna MountainSource: Alec Knight and Joanna Mountain

Common HistoryCommon History

►►Analogy with Locke’s discussion of personal Analogy with Locke’s discussion of personal 
identity: the problem is: identity: the problem is: you need to know you need to know 
the subject of the history before you can the subject of the history before you can 
trace the historytrace the history

An impulse?An impulse?

►►AppiahAppiah: In practice this is an : In practice this is an a posterioria posteriori
evaluation. evaluation. 

In practice the definition of race is prior to the In practice the definition of race is prior to the 
characteristics of the members of a racecharacteristics of the members of a race

So biology?So biology?

►►AppiahAppiah: Evidence weak. Biological : Evidence weak. Biological 
similarities almost as great between as similarities almost as great between as 
within groups.within groups.

►►The point of commonality seems to be The point of commonality seems to be 
simply the external features. But then the simply the external features. But then the 
notion of race has no content.notion of race has no content.

So…So…

►► The lineage idea might make limited sense but it is The lineage idea might make limited sense but it is 
politically potent. It implies deep otherness.politically potent. It implies deep otherness.

►► The shared history idea can not be used to The shared history idea can not be used to definedefine race, but race, but 
can be used to mobilize: it implies shared can be used to mobilize: it implies shared rightsrights

►► The biological idea The biological idea dehistorizesdehistorizes race. But much of the race. But much of the 
politics of race is about the construction. politics of race is about the construction. 

Mamdani’sMamdani’s discussion of the discussion of the recializationrecialization of the Hutu / Tutsi of the Hutu / Tutsi 
distinction shows that biological features are of limited importdistinction shows that biological features are of limited importance ance 
in the process.in the process.

►► So we return to the politicsSo we return to the politics

Choosing Allegiance: Choosing Allegiance: 
Citizenship or Ethnicity?Citizenship or Ethnicity?

►►Do coDo co--ethnics on either side of borders ethnics on either side of borders 
express more attachment to national express more attachment to national 
identities or to ethnic identities?identities or to ethnic identities?

►►A Natural Experiment: A Natural Experiment: HausalandHausaland divideddivided

►►What does What does HausalandHausaland divided look like?...divided look like?...
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Citizenship or Ethnicity?Citizenship or Ethnicity?

Credit: Jeroen van Bergeijk
(Actually, this is the Niger/Chad border!) 

Citizenship or Ethnicity?Citizenship or Ethnicity?

►►Finding (Miles and Finding (Miles and RocheforteRocheforte):):

“People on the periphery express greater “People on the periphery express greater 
affinity for ethnically different coaffinity for ethnically different co--citizens citizens 
than for cothan for co--ethnics of different ethnics of different 
nationality”nationality”

Miles suggests: Military Rule, Closed Miles suggests: Military Rule, Closed 
Borders, Degree of Ethnic Heterogeneity?Borders, Degree of Ethnic Heterogeneity?

Citizenship or Ethnicity?Citizenship or Ethnicity?

Source: Miles and Rocheforte

Citizenship or Ethnicity?Citizenship or Ethnicity?

►►But!: The salience of identity categories is But!: The salience of identity categories is 
context specific! context specific! 

►►So: How can we study the impact of So: How can we study the impact of 
nationality, controlling for the type of nationality, controlling for the type of 
identity category?identity category?

Source: Posner

Minimum Winning CoalitionsMinimum Winning Coalitions

►►Malawi: Malawi: 
ChewasChewas and and TimbukasTimbukas are arch political enemiesare arch political enemies
…and social …and social anatagonismanatagonism is acuteis acute

►►Zambia: Zambia: 
ChewasChewas and and TimbukasTimbukas are political alliesare political allies
…and ethnic brethren…and ethnic brethren

Why???Why???
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Source: Posner 2003
Source: Posner

Why?Why?

Measuring Difference: ELF?Measuring Difference: ELF?

∑−=
i

ishareELF 2)(1
►► AlesinaAlesina and La Ferrara (1999)and La Ferrara (1999)
►► Collier and Gunning (1999)Collier and Gunning (1999)
►► Easterly and Levine (1997) Easterly and Levine (1997) 
►► GoldinGoldin and Katz (1999)and Katz (1999)
►► La La PortaPorta et al. (1998)et al. (1998)
►► Miguel (1999)Miguel (1999)
►► Temple (1998) Temple (1998) 

►► AlesinaAlesina, , BaqirBaqir, and Easterly (1999), and Easterly (1999)
►► Bates (2000)Bates (2000)
►► Collier and Collier and HoefflerHoeffler (1998)(1998)
►► ElbadawiElbadawi and and SambanisSambanis (2000)(2000)
►► Knack and Keefer (1997)Knack and Keefer (1997)
►► Mauro (1995) Mauro (1995) 
►► SvenssonSvensson (1998) (1998) 

►►““EthnolinguisticEthnolinguistic Fractionalization” (ELF)Fractionalization” (ELF)

ELFELF

ELF fails to distinguish between politically ELF fails to distinguish between politically 
different coalitional structuresdifferent coalitional structures

Djibouti ELF: .606 Zimbabwe ELF: .53 
Group Relative Size Group Relative Size
Danakil (Afar) 0.45 Shona 0.66 
Somali 0.42 Ndebele 0.15 
Arabs 0.13 English 0.06 
  Tsonga 0.04 
  Venda 0.03 
  Tonga 0.02 
  Other smaller groups 0.04 

 

ELFELF

Low 
Income

High 
Income

Share of 
Population

0%

25%

50%

A Polarized Structure?

ELFELF
ELF fails to incorporate information on ELF fails to incorporate information on 

preferencespreferences
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ELF fails to incorporate information on ELF fails to incorporate information on 
preferencespreferences

Low 
Income

High 
Income

Share of 
Population

0%

25%

50%

A Polarized Structure?

ELFELF

ELF is not helpful for forming policyELF is not helpful for forming policy

• Policy implications focus on the size of groups 
rather than on the interests of groups

“The creation or maintenance of extreme ethnic 
fractionalization may be more effective than 
economic development in ensuring that peace is 
maintained following violent conflict.” 

Collier (1999)

ELFELF

Closing PuzzlesClosing Puzzles

►►Are cross national measures possible?Are cross national measures possible?
►►What information should they contain?What information should they contain?
►►Should they only count “politically relevant” Should they only count “politically relevant” 

identities?identities?
►►Can they capture polarization?Can they capture polarization?

Lecture 11: ClassLecture 11: Class

OverviewOverview

1.1. Classes: what they areClasses: what they are
2.2. The Economics: Using economic theory to predict The Economics: Using economic theory to predict 

common interestscommon interests
3.3. The relation between inequality and The relation between inequality and 

development; Africa’s positionsdevelopment; Africa’s positions
4.4. The Politics: Collective Action Theory and Class The Politics: Collective Action Theory and Class 

FormationFormation
5.5. Ethnicity and Class: A potent cocktailEthnicity and Class: A potent cocktail
6.6. How can you measure inequality?How can you measure inequality?

►►““The sharp class divisions that once existed The sharp class divisions that once existed 
in Europe have no place in African socialism in Europe have no place in African socialism 
and no parallel in African society. No class and no parallel in African society. No class 
problem arose in the traditional African problem arose in the traditional African 
society and none exists today among society and none exists today among 
Africans”Africans”

1965 Kenya Government Paper1965 Kenya Government Paper
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1. What they are…1. What they are…

►►““Objective” definition: ClassesObjective” definition: Classes--inin--themselvesthemselves

Often on the basis of incomeOften on the basis of income
Sometimes in relation to educational of social Sometimes in relation to educational of social 
backgroundbackground
Defined in relation to economic interests. Defined in relation to economic interests. 
Sometimes on the basis of occupation…Sometimes on the basis of occupation…

Feudal ClassesFeudal Classes

►► More commonly in terms of the relations between More commonly in terms of the relations between 
individuals and the factors of production: individuals and the factors of production: 

Owners or controllers of capital v owners and controllers Owners or controllers of capital v owners and controllers 
of laborof labor
Do you hire other people’s labor? Do you hire other people’s labor? 
Do you rely on capital owned by others?Do you rely on capital owned by others?

►► This defines classes “inThis defines classes “in--themselves”themselves”

►► What of classes “forWhat of classes “for--themselves”?themselves”?

Classes for themselves…Classes for themselves…

►► Class for itselfClass for itself: “A class of individuals conscious of : “A class of individuals conscious of 
sharing a common social situation and who unite to pursue sharing a common social situation and who unite to pursue 
common interests.”common interests.”

►► “Insofar as millions of families live under conditions of “Insofar as millions of families live under conditions of 
existence that separate their mode of life, their interests, existence that separate their mode of life, their interests, 
and their culture from those of the other classes, and put and their culture from those of the other classes, and put 
them in them in hostile oppositionhostile opposition to the latter, they form a class. to the latter, they form a class. 
Insofar as there is merely a local interconnection among Insofar as there is merely a local interconnection among 
these smallthese small--holding peasants, and the identity of their holding peasants, and the identity of their 
interests forms no community, no national bond, and no interests forms no community, no national bond, and no 
political organizationpolitical organization among them, they do not constitute a among them, they do not constitute a 
class.” class.” 

Karl Marx, The Eighteenth Karl Marx, The Eighteenth BrumaireBrumaire of Louis Napoleon, Chapter 7of Louis Napoleon, Chapter 7

Classes for ThemselvesClasses for Themselves

►► Some ProblemsSome Problems
If politics is prior to class, can class explain politics?If politics is prior to class, can class explain politics?
Do we face the same analytic problems we encountered Do we face the same analytic problems we encountered 
with the idea of race?with the idea of race?

►► ImplicationsImplications
We need to understand both the economic incentives of We need to understand both the economic incentives of 
individuals individuals andand
when and why individuals form groups to pursue those when and why individuals form groups to pursue those 
interestsinterests

Using “Class” to Study PoliticsUsing “Class” to Study Politics

►► If you accept that individuals are motivated by If you accept that individuals are motivated by 
material interests material interests 

then then 

Economic theory Economic theory can often predict the can often predict the motivationsmotivations for for 
whole classes of actorswhole classes of actors

And And collective action theorycollective action theory can predict which of can predict which of 
those class interests those class interests will get acted uponwill get acted upon
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2. Economic Policies and Class Interests2. Economic Policies and Class Interests

►► TradeTrade PolicyPolicy: Production possibilities…: Production possibilities…

Labor Intensive Good

Capital 
Intensive 
Good

Labor Intensive Good

Capital 
Intensive 
Good

HOME WORLD

2. Economic Policies and Class Interests2. Economic Policies and Class Interests

►► Trade Policy:Trade Policy: …together with preferences……together with preferences…

Labor Intensive Good

Capital 
Intensive 
Good

Labor Intensive Good

Capital 
Intensive 
Good

HOME WORLD

2. Economic Policies and Class Interests2. Economic Policies and Class Interests

►► Trade Policy:Trade Policy: …determine production levels and prices…determine production levels and prices

Labor Intensive Good

Capital 
Intensive 
Good

Labor Intensive Good

Capital 
Intensive 
Good

HOME WORLD

Note: The labor intensive good is more expensive on the world 
market  (relative to the capital intensive good) than it is at home

2. Economic Policies and Class Interests2. Economic Policies and Class Interests

►► Trade Policy: difference in prices produce gains from tradeTrade Policy: difference in prices produce gains from trade

Labor Intensive Good

Capital 
Intensive 
Good

Labor Intensive Good

Capital 
Intensive 
Good

HOME WORLD

…so, home should produce lots of the labor intensive good, sell 
it to others, and consume lots of the capital intensive good.

2. Economic Policies and Class Interests2. Economic Policies and Class Interests

►► Exchange Rate PolicyExchange Rate Policy

…maintaining an overvalued exchange rate 
means that imported goods are cheaper than 
they would be otherwise but exports are more 
expensive than they would be otherwise

2. Economic Policies and Class Interests2. Economic Policies and Class Interests

►► Exchange Rate PolicyExchange Rate Policy

Overvalued exchange rates are good for: 
• Importers and industries with a lot of imported inputs 
• Consumers of imported goods
• City people

It is bad for:
• Import Competing Industries 
• Exporters and producers of exportables
• Country People
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2. Economic Policies and Class Interests2. Economic Policies and Class Interests

►► InflationInflation

Inflationary Policies can be good for: 
• Borrowers 
• The government

But bad for:
• Creditors 
• People with liquid assets

Business groups are typically opposed to inflationary 
policies while unions are often more supportive.

3. Economic Policies and Class Interests3. Economic Policies and Class Interests

►►These interests already depend on These interests already depend on 
differentiation by occupation, asset differentiation by occupation, asset 
ownership or wealthownership or wealth

►►But the division of populations into But the division of populations into 
economic strata depends on the type and economic strata depends on the type and 
level of economic activity…level of economic activity…

3. The 3. The KuznetsKuznets CurveCurve 3. Inequality in Africa3. Inequality in Africa

►► We expect poor, agricultural economies to be We expect poor, agricultural economies to be 
highly equal. highly equal. 

►► But in Africa in particular because land is widely But in Africa in particular because land is widely 
shared, there is little landlessness and production shared, there is little landlessness and production 
of export crops generally remains in the hands of of export crops generally remains in the hands of 
rural workersrural workers

►► CheChe Guevara stymied by the absence of a landless Guevara stymied by the absence of a landless 
peasant class in Congopeasant class in Congo

3. Accounting for Inequality: 3. Accounting for Inequality: 
Quantitative EvidenceQuantitative Evidence

►► BrancoBranco MilanovicMilanovic. 2003. “Is inequality in Africa really . 2003. “Is inequality in Africa really 
different?”different?”

Yes! Puzzlingly high levels of inequality in Africa are hard to Yes! Puzzlingly high levels of inequality in Africa are hard to 
explain.explain.

Political measures can account for variation in inequality: Political measures can account for variation in inequality: 
Democracy has an inequality reducing effect only in relatively Democracy has an inequality reducing effect only in relatively 
wealthy countries. Presidential systems typically most unequalwealthy countries. Presidential systems typically most unequal

But a distinctly African (intercept) effect is still eliminated But a distinctly African (intercept) effect is still eliminated only if only if 
Africa is interacted with ELF: Africa is interacted with ELF: ELF is especially strongly associated ELF is especially strongly associated 
with inequality in Africawith inequality in Africa

►► So again we need to treat these “objective” class So again we need to treat these “objective” class 
differences as an outcome of politics and not just an inputdifferences as an outcome of politics and not just an input

4. So is it just politics?4. So is it just politics?

►► Class has a political not an economic basisClass has a political not an economic basis
Michael Cohen: “Classes are categories of people Michael Cohen: “Classes are categories of people 
sharing common political and economic interests arising sharing common political and economic interests arising 
from their access to public authorities and the public from their access to public authorities and the public 
resources and opportunities which they control”resources and opportunities which they control”

Richard Richard SklarSklar: “Class relations, at bottom, are : “Class relations, at bottom, are 
determined by relations of power, not productiondetermined by relations of power, not production

Does this make the term useless for political analysis?Does this make the term useless for political analysis?
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4. The Problem of Collective Action4. The Problem of Collective Action

►► The ProblemThe Problem
""rational, selfrational, self--interested individuals will not act interested individuals will not act [voluntarily][voluntarily] to achieve to achieve 
their common or group intereststheir common or group interests" (" (MancurMancur Olson 1971) Olson 1971) 

►► The Solutions. Successful collective action The Solutions. Successful collective action 
depends on:depends on:

The degree of The degree of overlappingnessoverlappingness of interestsof interests
►► If factors are sector specific, their interests If factors are sector specific, their interests 

may overlaps more with their sectormay overlaps more with their sector--group group 
than with their classthan with their class--groupgroup

The size and concentration of the groupThe size and concentration of the group
►► Agricultural interests are more difficult to organize than indusAgricultural interests are more difficult to organize than industrial intereststrial interests

The availability selective incentives The availability selective incentives 
►► Agricultural interests are more difficult to organize than indusAgricultural interests are more difficult to organize than industrial intereststrial interests
►► NonNon--material allegiancesmaterial allegiances

4. Explaining Variation4. Explaining Variation

►► Highly distributive policies can undermine the Highly distributive policies can undermine the 
overlappingnessoverlappingness of interests:of interests:

Provision of licenses and quotas instead of tariffsProvision of licenses and quotas instead of tariffs
Direct transfers of assetsDirect transfers of assets

►► NeopatrimonialismNeopatrimonialism undermines class formation:undermines class formation:
SklarSklar: dominant classes should not need authoritarian rule, they : dominant classes should not need authoritarian rule, they 
can rule through marketscan rule through markets

►► Ethnicity or other enforcers of collective action can provide Ethnicity or other enforcers of collective action can provide 
potency to class interests:potency to class interests:

The The ZaghawaZaghawa in Chadin Chad
The case of ZimbabweThe case of Zimbabwe

5. Zimbabwe case (until recently!)5. Zimbabwe case (until recently!)

►► What happened? Despite the rhetoric:What happened? Despite the rhetoric:
White economic dominance protected by White economic dominance protected by MugabeMugabe
Black Black enterepreneurshipenterepreneurship undercut: standoff with the Indigenous undercut: standoff with the Indigenous 
Business Development CenterBusiness Development Center
►► Leadership coLeadership co--optedopted
►► Funds cutFunds cut

►► Why?Why?
White “ethnoWhite “ethno--class” economically useful but politically unthreateningclass” economically useful but politically unthreatening

For more on this: see Scott Taylor For more on this: see Scott Taylor 
“Race, class and “Race, class and neopatrimonialismneopatrimonialism in Zimbabwe”in Zimbabwe”

6. How do you measure inequality?6. How do you measure inequality?

Measuring InequalityMeasuring Inequality
►►Like ELF, the Like ELF, the ginigini is not uniqueis not unique

Measuring InequalityMeasuring Inequality
►►Like ELF, Like ELF, tihetihe ginigini is not uniqueis not unique
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Measuring InequalityMeasuring Inequality
►►Like ELF, the Like ELF, the ginigini is not uniqueis not unique

- A Large Extremely 
Poor Class

-A Large Middle Class

-No Elite Class

- Very Large Poor Class

-No Middle Class

-Some extremely 
wealthy individuals

Global Global GinisGinis

Source: United Nations Development Program Human Development Report 2003; Inter-American 
Development Bank, Facing Up to Inequality in Latin America (Washington: Johns Hopkins, 1998), 
13; World Bank.  http://www.worldpolicy.org/globalrights/econrights/maps-gini.html

Global Global GinisGinis IIII

Source: MilanovicMilanovic. 2003. 2003

Closing Remarks and PuzzlesClosing Remarks and Puzzles

►►What changed in Zimbabwe? What changed in Zimbabwe? 

►►Why is class mobilization so low even in Why is class mobilization so low even in 
more vibrant democracies? more vibrant democracies? 

►►If talking of classes implies a fallacy of If talking of classes implies a fallacy of 
composition, then is it also meaningless to composition, then is it also meaningless to 
talk of exploitation by one group of talk of exploitation by one group of 
another? another? 

Lecture 12: Religion and PoliticsLecture 12: Religion and Politics

►►“When the missionaries came to Africa they “When the missionaries came to Africa they 
had the Bible and we had the land. They had the Bible and we had the land. They 
said: 'Let us pray.' We closed our eyes. said: 'Let us pray.' We closed our eyes. 
When we opened them, we had the Bible When we opened them, we had the Bible 
and they had the land.” and they had the land.” (Desmond Tutu, 1984)(Desmond Tutu, 1984)
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ReligionReligion
►► UbiquityUbiquity

Bookstores, Journals, Bookstores, Journals, 
Sounds, ProcessionsSounds, Processions
SchoolsSchools

►► Overlapping membershipOverlapping membership

►► CrossCross--cutting, through class, through cutting, through class, through 
regionregion

►► Rising Rising –– “fundamentalist” revivalist “fundamentalist” revivalist 
movements movements 

StructureStructure

►► Religion, Ethnicity and Class Religion, Ethnicity and Class 

►► Religions in AfricaReligions in Africa

►► Religion as a source of beliefs and attitudesReligion as a source of beliefs and attitudes

►► Religion as a source of organizationReligion as a source of organization

►► Spiritual power as political PowerSpiritual power as political Power

1. Religion, Ethnicity and Class1. Religion, Ethnicity and Class

►►Dimensions of comparisonDimensions of comparison
Is membership elective?Is membership elective?
Is membership associated with a set of Is membership associated with a set of 
institutionsinstitutions
Are there common interests among members Are there common interests among members 
Are members readily identifiable?Are members readily identifiable?

Does the group have institutions and traditions 
that can be used to facilitate collective action?

YesNo

Class EthnicityReligion

• Institutions for leadership
• For doctrine
• For allegiance

Can individuals elect to join the group?
YesNo

ClassEtnicity Religion

Consider recent statements by LRA

Can membership in the group be inferred Can membership in the group be inferred 
from names, dress or symbols?from names, dress or symbols?

YesNo

EthnicityClass Religion
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Individual members have common interests and
attitudes to public policy?

YesNo

ClassEthnicity Religion

2. The Data2. The Data

1913

By 1935…roughly 80% of the 
entire African population was 
divided roughly equally between
Islam and Christianity

Tshibangu et al.

2.1 Christianity2.1 Christianity

►► Most complicit with colonialismMost complicit with colonialism

►► Christians embraced Christian, “modern” educationChristians embraced Christian, “modern” education

►► Christianity dominated publishing and the book Christianity dominated publishing and the book 
tradetrade

►► Training of Africans for roles in Church hierarchy Training of Africans for roles in Church hierarchy 
produces some confrontations between colonial and produces some confrontations between colonial and 
religious powersreligious powers

2.1. Christianity2.1. Christianity
►► Growth of African independent churches aiming to “indigenize” Growth of African independent churches aiming to “indigenize” ChristiainityChristiainity

►► In 1970: 6,000 strictly independent African church organizationsIn 1970: 6,000 strictly independent African church organizations with with 
congregations of 16 millioncongregations of 16 million

►► 1990s: c 10,000 organizations, congregations of 33 m1990s: c 10,000 organizations, congregations of 33 m
South Africa 3,000South Africa 3,000
Nigeria: 800Nigeria: 800
Congo: 600 Congo: 600 
Church of Christ on Earth (Simon Church of Christ on Earth (Simon KimbanguKimbangu), c. 3m followers in Congo, Angola. ), c. 3m followers in Congo, Angola. 
Rwanda, BurundiRwanda, Burundi

►► Played a protest role: against colonialismPlayed a protest role: against colonialism

►► Played a conservationist role: embedding traditional practices iPlayed a conservationist role: embedding traditional practices in new religious n new religious 
formsforms

2.2 Islam2.2 Islam
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Islam in AfricaIslam in Africa 2.2 Islam2.2 Islam

►► Countries where Islam has been declared a state Countries where Islam has been declared a state 
religion:religion:

Morocco, Tunisia, Algeria, Libya, Somalia, Mauritania, Morocco, Tunisia, Algeria, Libya, Somalia, Mauritania, 
ComorosComoros

►► States where Islam / Christian divide is States where Islam / Christian divide is 
contentious: contentious: 

Sudan, Ethiopia, Chad, Nigeria, Cameroon, TanzaniaSudan, Ethiopia, Chad, Nigeria, Cameroon, Tanzania

2.2 Islam2.2 Islam
►► Less complicit with colonialism (Although see Cruise Less complicit with colonialism (Although see Cruise 

O’Brien reading)O’Brien reading)

►► Compromises reached Compromises reached 
Colonial support given to Colonial support given to Kur’anicKur’anic schoolsschools
Protection of the use of Protection of the use of Shari’aShari’a for local civil law casesfor local civil law cases

►► Rejection of “modern”/Christian education made Islamic Rejection of “modern”/Christian education made Islamic 
elites less suitable for posts in new independence elites less suitable for posts in new independence 
administrationadministration

Independence as an Independence as an 
“Ambiguous Adventure”“Ambiguous Adventure”

2.2 Islam2.2 Islam

►► Indigenization of Islam resisted:Indigenization of Islam resisted:

“There can not be a black Islam any more than a black Christiani“There can not be a black Islam any more than a black Christianity ty 
or a Black Judaism. What there is or a Black Judaism. What there is isis the principal Islam, the only the principal Islam, the only 
one that must be studied.”one that must be studied.”

AmadouAmadou HampatéHampaté BàBà

►► Some onSome on--going international linkages, diplomatic and going international linkages, diplomatic and 
financialfinancial

“The major portion of our international financial aid will be pl“The major portion of our international financial aid will be placed aced 
at the at the erviceervice of Arab countries and to assist the Moslem countries, of Arab countries and to assist the Moslem countries, 
particularly in Africa”particularly in Africa”

Kuwaiti Minister of Finance, 1974Kuwaiti Minister of Finance, 1974

2.3 Animism2.3 Animism

►► NonNon--proselytizing proselytizing 
►► Typically monotheistic but with lesser deities / Typically monotheistic but with lesser deities / 

spiritual powersspiritual powers
►► Prominent role of departed ancestorsProminent role of departed ancestors
►► A continuum between the visible and the invisible A continuum between the visible and the invisible 

worlds: Adverse events in the visible world worlds: Adverse events in the visible world 
explained by actions in the invisible worldexplained by actions in the invisible world

►► Existence of a preExistence of a pre--life and an afterlife and an after--lifelife
►► Prominent role in health practicesProminent role in health practices

2.3 Animism2.3 Animism

►► Commonly mixed with other Commonly mixed with other 
religious traditionsreligious traditions

►► Powerful practices: divination, Powerful practices: divination, 
XalaXala, evil eyes, stomach, evil eyes, stomach--
eaters, penis snatchers eaters, penis snatchers 
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2.3 Of Witches and Weather2.3 Of Witches and Weather

►► Extreme rainfall (drought or flood) leads to a large Extreme rainfall (drought or flood) leads to a large 
increase in the murder of “witches” increase in the murder of “witches” –– typically typically 
elderly women killed by relatives elderly women killed by relatives –– but not other but not other 
murders. The results are consistent with a model murders. The results are consistent with a model 
where households near subsistence kill (or expel) where households near subsistence kill (or expel) 
relatively unproductive members to safeguard the relatively unproductive members to safeguard the 
nutritional status of other members. nutritional status of other members. 

►► Ted Miguel, 2003Ted Miguel, 2003

2.3 Of Witches and Weather2.3 Of Witches and Weather

Source: Edward Miguel, 2003

3 Religious Beliefs and Individual Traits3 Religious Beliefs and Individual Traits

►►““The magical and religious forces, and the The magical and religious forces, and the 
ethical ideas of duties based upon them, ethical ideas of duties based upon them, 
have in the past always been among the have in the past always been among the 
most important formative influences on most important formative influences on 
conduct”conduct”

Max Weber 1905Max Weber 1905

3 Religious Beliefs and Individual Traits3 Religious Beliefs and Individual Traits
►► Max Weber “The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Max Weber “The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of 

Capitalism” (1905)Capitalism” (1905)

►► Protestantism facilitates the rise of modern capitalism Protestantism facilitates the rise of modern capitalism 
Hypothesis 1: Catholicism antiHypothesis 1: Catholicism anti--trade? “Homo trade? “Homo mercatormercator vixvix autaut
numquamnumquam placereplacere potestpotest DeoDeo””——a man acting as a merchant can do a man acting as a merchant can do 
nothing pleasing to God. nothing pleasing to God. 

Hypothesis 2 (Weber): The effect of Calvinist theology Hypothesis 2 (Weber): The effect of Calvinist theology 
on individual psychology was to break the link between on individual psychology was to break the link between 
production and consumption: Produce diligently but production and consumption: Produce diligently but 
practice the “avoidance of all spontaneous enjoyment of practice the “avoidance of all spontaneous enjoyment of 
life”life”

►► But: Little empirical support (But: Little empirical support (cfcf CavalcantiCavalcanti, , ParenteParente and and 
Zhao, 2003)Zhao, 2003)

3 Religious Beliefs and Individual Traits3 Religious Beliefs and Individual Traits

►► ““For given religious beliefs, increases in church For given religious beliefs, increases in church 
attendance tend to reduce economic growth. In attendance tend to reduce economic growth. In 
contrast, for given church attendance, increases in contrast, for given church attendance, increases in 
some religious beliefs some religious beliefs ---- notably heaven, hell, and notably heaven, hell, and 
an afterlife an afterlife ---- tend to increase economic growth.”tend to increase economic growth.”

►► “the fear of hell is more potent for economic “the fear of hell is more potent for economic 
growth than the prospect of heaven.” growth than the prospect of heaven.” 
Robert Robert BarroBarro and Rachel and Rachel McClearyMcCleary “Religion and Economic “Religion and Economic 

Growth” (NBER Working Paper No. Growth” (NBER Working Paper No. 96829682), ), 
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4. Religion and Collective Action4. Religion and Collective Action
►► Policing of BoundariesPolicing of Boundaries

Seemingly Seemingly irreconcilableirreconcilable world viewsworld views

►► Initiation InstitutionsInitiation Institutions
The Mau The Mau MauMau casecase
A signaling mechanism?A signaling mechanism?
A source of division? A source of division? ---- the MFDCthe MFDC

►► Selective IncentivesSelective Incentives
Provides rival source of dignityProvides rival source of dignity
Invisible rewardsInvisible rewards

►► International ConnectionsInternational Connections
Notably Islam and ChristianityNotably Islam and Christianity

5. “Irrationality” and Politics5. “Irrationality” and Politics

►► Perennial reports of ConsultationsPerennial reports of Consultations by by 
leadersleaders

HouphouetHouphouet--BoignyBoigny
Kenneth Kenneth KaundaKaunda
IdiIdi AminAmin
MobutuMobutu
Ahmed Ahmed SekouSekou ToureToure
Mathieu Mathieu KerekouKerekou
YayaYaya JammehJammeh
MoussaMoussa TroareTroare
Omar BongoOmar Bongo

►► Elsewhere? Papa Doc, Elsewhere? Papa Doc, IndiraIndira Gandhi and Ronald Gandhi and Ronald 
Reagan reportedly consulted astrologers?Reagan reportedly consulted astrologers?

5. Irrationality and Politics5. Irrationality and Politics
►► Imperfect separation of traditional practices and the public sphImperfect separation of traditional practices and the public sphereere

Taboo against recognizing traditional beliefs in the public spheTaboo against recognizing traditional beliefs in the public sphere.re.
But witchcraft explicitly available to temporal sphereBut witchcraft explicitly available to temporal sphere——to enhance political to enhance political 
powerpower

►► Advantages of Cutting a DealAdvantages of Cutting a Deal
If political leader appears to be supported by greater spiritualIf political leader appears to be supported by greater spiritual forces of the forces of the 
invisible world their position is less assailableinvisible world their position is less assailable
Through consultations, leaders can tap informational networksThrough consultations, leaders can tap informational networks

►► DisadvantagesDisadvantages
The power cannot be easily centralized and converted into The power cannot be easily centralized and converted into neopatrimonialneopatrimonial
powerpower——spiritual attacks can be targeted, but benefitsspiritual attacks can be targeted, but benefits——e.g. rainfalle.g. rainfall——are are 
difficult to master difficult to master 
Access to the power is too decentralized, too arbitrary, too opeAccess to the power is too decentralized, too arbitrary, too open to n to 
interpretationinterpretation
Through consultations, Through consultations, maraboutsmarabouts become brokers of powerbecome brokers of power

►► Ellis: Traditionalist powers provide a substitute for state poweEllis: Traditionalist powers provide a substitute for state power in cases r in cases 
where state powers collapsewhere state powers collapse

Closing remarks and puzzlesClosing remarks and puzzles

►►Ellis notes that religious leaders often head Ellis notes that religious leaders often head 
national conferences and committees; but national conferences and committees; but 
can not, or do not,  use these to take can not, or do not,  use these to take 
control of the state. Why?control of the state. Why?

►►Do political leaders take recourse to the Do political leaders take recourse to the 
spiritual world because they believe in its spiritual world because they believe in its 
effects, or because they believe others do? effects, or because they believe others do? 
Does it matter?Does it matter?

Lecture 13: Civil Society

StructureStructure

1.1. Civil Society and Civil Society and CSOsCSOs: What is it?: What is it?
2.2. What does it look like?What does it look like?
3.3. A Framework for analyzing stateA Framework for analyzing state--society society 

linkageslinkages
4.4. Strengths and VictoriesStrengths and Victories
5.5. Weaknesses and FailuresWeaknesses and Failures
6.6. Case study: KenyaCase study: Kenya
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1. What is it?1. What is it?

►►Defined as a set of groups:Defined as a set of groups:

The World Bank’s definition of The World Bank’s definition of CSOsCSOs: “not: “not-- forfor--
profit, nonprofit, non--governmental institutions, covering a governmental institutions, covering a 
wide range of organizations from development wide range of organizations from development 
NGOs and think tanks to trade unions, NGOs and think tanks to trade unions, 
foundations, faithfoundations, faith--based organizations, based organizations, 
communitycommunity--based organizations and business based organizations and business 
associations.”associations.”

1. What is it?1. What is it?

►►Defined in terms of their principles:Defined in terms of their principles:

“Democratic” is often part of the definition“Democratic” is often part of the definition
There are often debates about whether to There are often debates about whether to 
include Islamic groups or ethnic groups in the include Islamic groups or ethnic groups in the 
definition (definition (cfcf MongaMonga))

1. What is it?1. What is it?

►► Sometimes in relation to the state:Sometimes in relation to the state:

Larry Diamond: [Civil society is] the Larry Diamond: [Civil society is] the realmrealm of organized of organized 
social life that is open, selfsocial life that is open, self--generating, at least partially generating, at least partially 
selfself--supporting, autonomous from the state, and bound supporting, autonomous from the state, and bound 
by a legal order or set of shared rules.by a legal order or set of shared rules. It is distinct It is distinct 
from “society” in general infrom “society” in general in that it involves citizens that it involves citizens 
acting collectively in a public sphereacting collectively in a public sphere to express to express 
theirtheir interests, passions, preferences, and ideas, to interests, passions, preferences, and ideas, to 
exchange information, to achieve  collective goals, to exchange information, to achieve  collective goals, to 
make demands on the state, to improve the structure make demands on the state, to improve the structure 
andand functioning of the state, and to hold state officials functioning of the state, and to hold state officials 
accountable. (1997, 5)accountable. (1997, 5)

1. What is it?1. What is it?

►► Sometimes in opposition to the state:Sometimes in opposition to the state:

“that set of diverse non“that set of diverse non--governmental governmental 
institutions which is strong enough to institutions which is strong enough to 
counterbalance the state and . . . can . . . counterbalance the state and . . . can . . . 
prevent it from dominating and atomizing prevent it from dominating and atomizing 
the rest of society” (the rest of society” (GellnerGellner, 1994, 5) , 1994, 5) 

1. What is it?1. What is it?

►►Sometimes in terms of their voluntary Sometimes in terms of their voluntary 
nature and in terms of nonnature and in terms of non--political aimspolitical aims

Michael Michael WalzerWalzer: civil society is “the : civil society is “the spacespace of of 
[politically] [politically] uncoerceduncoerced human association and human association and 
also the set of relational networksalso the set of relational networks––formed for formed for 
the sake of family, faith, interest, and ideologythe sake of family, faith, interest, and ideology––
that fill this space” (1990, 293).that fill this space” (1990, 293).

1. What is it?1. What is it?

►► Defined in terms of Defined in terms of 
their radicalism:their radicalism:

MongaMonga: Civil society (in : Civil society (in 
Africa) is “all those who Africa) is “all those who 
are able to manage and are able to manage and 
steer communal anger”steer communal anger”
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1. What is it?1. What is it?

►►Note that no definitions exclude oppositional Note that no definitions exclude oppositional 
political parties on analytic grounds, many political parties on analytic grounds, many 
do not exclude private sector organizations do not exclude private sector organizations 
on analytic groundson analytic grounds

►►But in practice…But in practice…

1. What is it?: In practice1. What is it?: In practice
►► Tends to include “horizontally” organized groups”Tends to include “horizontally” organized groups”

Labor unionsLabor unions
Farmers associationsFarmers associations
Bar associationsBar associations
Trade unionsTrade unions
Student AssociationsStudent Associations
Business unionsBusiness unions
Journalists and IntellectualsJournalists and Intellectuals
Women’s Women’s tontinestontines or or roscasroscas (Tripp)(Tripp)

►► AndAnd “vertically” organized groups“vertically” organized groups
Social originSocial origin
EthnicityEthnicity
AgeAge
Church based groupsChurch based groups

2. What do they look like?2. What do they look like?
International ConnectionsInternational Connections 2. What do they look like?2. What do they look like?

Source: Barr, 
Fafchamps and 
Owens

RevenuesRevenues
of Ugandan of Ugandan 
NGOsNGOs

Source: Barr, Fafchamps and Owens

1/3 of Ugandan NGOs 1/3 of Ugandan NGOs 
also run a businessalso run a business

2. What do they look like? 2. What do they look like? 
Financing of Civil SocietyFinancing of Civil Society

South Africa: Swilling & Russell 2002. The Size and Scope of the Non-profit Sector 
in South Africa. Graduate School of Public and Development Management (P&DM), 
University of the Witwatersrand and The Centre for Civil Society, University of 
Natal.  

650 000 workers 



67

2. What do they look like? 2. What do they look like? 
Internationally supported formal role in policy makingInternationally supported formal role in policy making

►► Recent statements by the World Bank, OECD and others:Recent statements by the World Bank, OECD and others:
“During Mr. “During Mr. Wolfensohn’sWolfensohn’s tenure as Bank President from 1995 to tenure as Bank President from 1995 to 
present, the Bank has placed a high priority on strengthening itpresent, the Bank has placed a high priority on strengthening its s 
engagement with engagement with CSOsCSOs, including appointing staff in the Bank’s , including appointing staff in the Bank’s 
country offices to facilitate these relations. Civic engagement country offices to facilitate these relations. Civic engagement is is 
now an integral piece of the Bank’s overall strategy, and, its tnow an integral piece of the Bank’s overall strategy, and, its two wo 
goals of strengthening the investment climate and empowerment ingoals of strengthening the investment climate and empowerment in
developing countries.”developing countries.”

World Bank Discussion Paper: “Issues and Options for Improving World Bank Discussion Paper: “Issues and Options for Improving 
Engagement Between the World Bank and Civil Society OrganizationEngagement Between the World Bank and Civil Society Organizations”s”

►► NGO involvement in World Bank and IMF PRSP processesNGO involvement in World Bank and IMF PRSP processes
National Governments in charge of processNational Governments in charge of process
But required to make them “participatory”But required to make them “participatory”

3. State3. State--Society LinkagesSociety Linkages
The Legitimacy ProblemThe Legitimacy Problem

►► NGOs should "be at the top of every conservative's watch NGOs should "be at the top of every conservative's watch 
list." list." 

Secretary of Labor Elaine Secretary of Labor Elaine ChaoChao, November 2003, November 2003

►► “NGOs too sometimes attempt to defend their legitimacy “NGOs too sometimes attempt to defend their legitimacy 
without any reference to fundamental political rights. They without any reference to fundamental political rights. They 
insist that they «represent» civil society and thus lay claim insist that they «represent» civil society and thus lay claim 
to a representational function which, barring trade unions to a representational function which, barring trade unions 
or farmers' organisations, virtually no NGO has.” or farmers' organisations, virtually no NGO has.” 

UNNGLSUNNGLS

3. State3. State--Society LinkagesSociety Linkages
The Problem of RegulationThe Problem of Regulation

►► ““3,000 non3,000 non--governmental organizations (NGOs) in governmental organizations (NGOs) in 
the country and only 150 have submitted their the country and only 150 have submitted their 
annual reports and statements of accounts to the annual reports and statements of accounts to the 
Social Welfare Department…Most NGOs spend Social Welfare Department…Most NGOs spend 
around 80% of the money available to them from around 80% of the money available to them from 
government agencies or foreign sponsors as government agencies or foreign sponsors as 
administrative costs, for which they do not rend administrative costs, for which they do not rend 
proper accounts…NGOs are meant to be proper accounts…NGOs are meant to be 
philanthropic, but many are fake and take a share philanthropic, but many are fake and take a share 
of the money for their personal use." of the money for their personal use." 

►► New regulations, and in Ghana now, blacklistingNew regulations, and in Ghana now, blacklisting

3. Conceptualizing State3. Conceptualizing State--Society LinkagesSociety Linkages

►►Relevant dimensions of variation:Relevant dimensions of variation:

How much does the state control stateHow much does the state control state--society society 
interactions?interactions?

How great a role does civil society play in public How great a role does civil society play in public 
policy making?policy making?

3. Conceptualizing State3. Conceptualizing State--Society LinkagesSociety Linkages
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3. Conceptualizing State3. Conceptualizing State--Society LinkagesSociety Linkages
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4. Successes for Civil Society4. Successes for Civil Society

►► Congress of Trade Unions (Congress of Trade Unions (ChilubaChiluba) v ) v KaundaKaunda in Zambiain Zambia
Initial debates on Initial debates on multipartyismmultipartyism takes place in takes place in The National MirrorThe National Mirror
(Church sponsored newspaper)(Church sponsored newspaper)
Student and labor groups; labor and interest groupsStudent and labor groups; labor and interest groups

►► Women's Forum in Sierra Leone, 1996 Women's Forum in Sierra Leone, 1996 
Other women’s protests?Other women’s protests?

►► Our next two vignettes:Our next two vignettes:
The National Conference v. The National Conference v. KerekouKerekou in Beninin Benin

The Deposition of The Deposition of TraoreTraore in Maliin Mali

5. Weaknesses5. Weaknesses

►► ElitistElitist——well educated, well traveled, well soughtwell educated, well traveled, well sought--after; after; 
often dictatorial in structureoften dictatorial in structure

►► Reliance on financing from foreign governments and Reliance on financing from foreign governments and 
international NGOs; perceptions of undue foreign international NGOs; perceptions of undue foreign 
influencesinfluences

►► Vulnerable to government attempts to control them Vulnerable to government attempts to control them 
through legislation (Botswana, Ghana, Kenya, and through legislation (Botswana, Ghana, Kenya, and 
Zimbabwe ) or control over employment (Ethiopia, Ghana)Zimbabwe ) or control over employment (Ethiopia, Ghana)

►► Weakened by weak private sector that could support nonWeakened by weak private sector that could support non--
governmental middle classgovernmental middle class

5. Weaknesses5. Weaknesses

►►No coercive power:No coercive power:
Rwandan civil society called strongly for Rwandan civil society called strongly for 
democratization in Rwanda in 1990democratization in Rwanda in 1990

But onset of war led to a massive internationally But onset of war led to a massive internationally 
supported expansion in military power of the supported expansion in military power of the 
state, from 6,000 to 30,000 troops in 6 monthsstate, from 6,000 to 30,000 troops in 6 months

Crackdown and collapseCrackdown and collapse

5. Vulnerable to co5. Vulnerable to co--optationoptation

►►If you fight for democracy, what happens if If you fight for democracy, what happens if 
you get it?you get it?

►►Because of weakness of state structures, Because of weakness of state structures, 
CSOsCSOs often developed in response to often developed in response to 
individual leaders rather than in opposition individual leaders rather than in opposition 
to state structuresto state structures

5. Obstacles5. Obstacles

►► 1. Small middle class1. Small middle class

Source: World Bank

5. Little Freedom of the Press5. Little Freedom of the Press

Source: Reporters Without Borders
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5. Freedom of the Press5. Freedom of the Press

Source: Reporters Without Borders

6. Case Study: Kenya6. Case Study: Kenya

►► Donors want to fund through NGOs, but in doing Donors want to fund through NGOs, but in doing 
so they may change the incentives of participantsso they may change the incentives of participants

►► Study of women’s groups in Study of women’s groups in BusiaBusia and and TesoTeso
districts in western Kenya, typically 20 members, districts in western Kenya, typically 20 members, 
80% women, members typically 40 years old and 80% women, members typically 40 years old and 
with 5 years of formal education. with 5 years of formal education. 

►► In study 40 out of 80 groups were randomly In study 40 out of 80 groups were randomly 
selected for funding and support from a Dutch selected for funding and support from a Dutch 
international NGOinternational NGO

6. Case Study: Kenya6. Case Study: Kenya

►►Two days of group management and Two days of group management and 
leadership training for three group members leadership training for three group members 
including the principal officers, five days of including the principal officers, five days of 
practical and experiential training on practical and experiential training on 
agricultural practices for four group agricultural practices for four group 
members, and agricultural inputs members, and agricultural inputs 

►►About $800 in investments per groupAbout $800 in investments per group

6. Case Study: Kenya6. Case Study: Kenya

►► Outcome?Outcome?
Changes in composition of groupsChanges in composition of groups
►►more turnover among group members more turnover among group members 
►► increased entry into groups and group leadership by younger, increased entry into groups and group leadership by younger, 

more educated women, more educated women, 
►►new entrants to program groups were more likely to have a new entrants to program groups were more likely to have a 

salaried or formal sector jobsalaried or formal sector job
More men enter in leadership positions in women’s More men enter in leadership positions in women’s 
organizationsorganizations

So “providing development assistance to indigenous So “providing development assistance to indigenous 
organizations of the disadvantaged may change the organizations of the disadvantaged may change the 
characteristics that made these organizations attractive characteristics that made these organizations attractive 
to to fundersfunders in the first place.”in the first place.”

Next Week: Forms of Government and Political Change

StructureStructure

►► Three waves of democratizationThree waves of democratization

►► Africa’s two wavesAfrica’s two waves

►► Explaining the second wave: hypothesesExplaining the second wave: hypotheses

►► Explaining the second wave: evidenceExplaining the second wave: evidence

►► Democratic consolidationDemocratic consolidation
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DemocracyDemocracy

“In 1965, free and fair elections were held in the “In 1965, free and fair elections were held in the 
DRC with no Jimmy Carters and other international DRC with no Jimmy Carters and other international 
observers. Of the 137 parliamentary seats being observers. Of the 137 parliamentary seats being 
contested, there were challenges to the results in contested, there were challenges to the results in 
five constituencies only! What, then, changed five constituencies only! What, then, changed 
between then and now?”between then and now?”

From remarks to UNDP by Georges From remarks to UNDP by Georges NzongolaNzongola--NtalajaNtalaja

Democratization (Huntington)Democratization (Huntington)

►► Three waves?Three waves?
1.1. Early 19Early 19thth century until 1920s (29 democracies). Ebb. (12 century until 1920s (29 democracies). Ebb. (12 

democracies)democracies)
2.2. WWII until 1962 (36 democracies.) Ebb (30)WWII until 1962 (36 democracies.) Ebb (30)
3.3. Since 1974.Since 1974.

►► Transformation, replacement, and Transformation, replacement, and transplacementtransplacement

►► “The two most decisive factors affecting the future “The two most decisive factors affecting the future 
consolidation and expansion of democracy will be consolidation and expansion of democracy will be 
economic development and political leadership”economic development and political leadership”

Democratization in AfricaDemocratization in Africa

►►More like two waves in AfricaMore like two waves in Africa

Polity ScorePolity Score

Life under autocratic regimes…

Africa’s first waveAfrica’s first wave

►► Democracy part of independence act everywhere except Democracy part of independence act everywhere except 
conflict countries (Algeria, Western Sahara, Portuguese conflict countries (Algeria, Western Sahara, Portuguese 
colonies)colonies)

►► International forces:International forces:
Western bloc initially proWestern bloc initially pro--democracydemocracy
Soviet block also supportive of democracy in Africa because it Soviet block also supportive of democracy in Africa because it 
allowed space for competitionallowed space for competition

►► Domestic forcesDomestic forces
Granted international respectabilityGranted international respectability
Supportive because it allowed space for opposition to colonial rSupportive because it allowed space for opposition to colonial ruleule

The EbbThe Ebb

►► Doctrine of mass single party embraced by Doctrine of mass single party embraced by 
BourguibaBourguiba, Nkrumah, , Nkrumah, ToureToure, , NyerereNyerere

(See Government of Tanzania (See Government of Tanzania Report of the Presidential Report of the Presidential 
CommissionCommission))

►► Supported by cold war powersSupported by cold war powers

►► And by intellectualsAnd by intellectuals

►► Why?Why?
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Arguments for One Party RuleArguments for One Party Rule

►► The The Economic ArgumentEconomic Argument: Focus on state: Focus on state--led economic led economic 
developmentdevelopment

The Soviet modelThe Soviet model
Competitive democracy considered a luxuryCompetitive democracy considered a luxury
Modernization theory suggested that economic development Modernization theory suggested that economic development 
precedes democratizationprecedes democratization

►► The The unity unity argument: “one party, one leader, one argument: “one party, one leader, one 
government and no nonsense about it” Hastings Banda government and no nonsense about it” Hastings Banda 
(July 1964)(July 1964)

►► The The traditiontradition argument: “Democracy is not for Africa. argument: “Democracy is not for Africa. 
There was only one African chief and he ruled for life.” There was only one African chief and he ruled for life.” 
MobutuMobutu

Political Change Between the Waves: Political Change Between the Waves: 
Coups Coups d’Etatsd’Etats

►►A coup A coup d’etatd’etat “the sudden, often violent “the sudden, often violent 
overthrow of an existing government by a overthrow of an existing government by a 
small group” McGowansmall group” McGowan

About 80 successful coups About 80 successful coups d’etatd’etat in SSAin SSA
A further 108 failed attemptsA further 108 failed attempts

Source: McGowanMcGowan

Source: McGowanMcGowan

But some variationsBut some variations
►► Some competition within single party regimes:Some competition within single party regimes:

Tanzania, Zambia, Cote d’Ivoire, Mali…Tanzania, Zambia, Cote d’Ivoire, Mali…
►► Elite safeElite safe
►► Contestation on the ground Contestation on the ground 

►► Some “assigned” spaces on ideological spectrumSome “assigned” spaces on ideological spectrum
1976, Senegal opens up a space on either side of the PS1976, Senegal opens up a space on either side of the PS
Contestation on the ground Contestation on the ground 

►► Some cases of failed democratizationSome cases of failed democratization
Ghana, 1979, under Rawlings, but new coup 1981Ghana, 1979, under Rawlings, but new coup 1981
Nigeria under Nigeria under ObasanjoObasanjo, 1979, but rigging in 1983 and a new coup, 1979, but rigging in 1983 and a new coup

Algeria 1988Algeria 1988--19921992——forcing opening up by the FLNforcing opening up by the FLN

The Second WaveThe Second Wave

►► Beginning 1990sBeginning 1990s

By late 1990s liberalization in all but Libya and By late 1990s liberalization in all but Libya and 
SudanSudan

70 multi70 multi--candidate presidential elections in the candidate presidential elections in the 
1990s1990s

Now multiple countries have had changes of Now multiple countries have had changes of 
government due to elections (not including government due to elections (not including 
“founding” elections):“founding” elections):

►► Cape Verde, Sao Tome e Principe, Benin, Mali, Cape Verde, Sao Tome e Principe, Benin, Mali, 
Ghana, Senegal, Kenya, Mauritius, ZambiaGhana, Senegal, Kenya, Mauritius, Zambia
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Change in 1990s.Change in 1990s.
Routes to ChangeRoutes to Change

►► Managed Transitions: Overly optimistic elections (Managed Transitions: Overly optimistic elections (KaundaKaunda, Banda), Banda)
In 1991, when aides came to inform him that President Kenneth In 1991, when aides came to inform him that President Kenneth KaundaKaunda of Zambia of Zambia 
had lost the presidential election, the late Congolese dictator had lost the presidential election, the late Congolese dictator Mobutu Mobutu SesoSeso SekoSeko is is 
said to have responded as follows: “How stupid? How can you losesaid to have responded as follows: “How stupid? How can you lose an election that an election that 
you organize?” you organize?” 

From remarks to UNDP by Georges From remarks to UNDP by Georges NzongolaNzongola--NtalajaNtalaja

►► National ConferencesNational Conferences——Benin,  R Congo,  Niger; Togo, ZaireBenin,  R Congo,  Niger; Togo, Zaire
Typically resulted in winnerTypically resulted in winner--takestakes--all outcomesall outcomes

►► Sustained struggles and “Sustained struggles and “PactedPacted transitions”transitions”——South AfricaSouth Africa

►► Elections as part of civil war settlements: Sierra Leone, AngolaElections as part of civil war settlements: Sierra Leone, Angola, Liberia, Liberia

►► Fig leaf democratizations?  Kenya, Cameroon…Fig leaf democratizations?  Kenya, Cameroon…

►► State CollapseState Collapse

Change in 1990s.Change in 1990s.
Routes to ChangeRoutes to Change

►►Varied in Varied in depth depth of reformsof reforms

“elite driven” reforms were (a) moderate but (b) “elite driven” reforms were (a) moderate but (b) 
consolidatedconsolidated

“protest driven” reforms diverged: they included “protest driven” reforms diverged: they included 
the most radical and the most unstablethe most radical and the most unstable

(Bratton and van de (Bratton and van de WalleWalle))

Models of Democratic TransitionModels of Democratic Transition

►►Modernization “Theory”Modernization “Theory”

►►PrzeworskiPrzeworski—— “happens by chance, sticks if rich”“happens by chance, sticks if rich”

►►Bratton and Van de Bratton and Van de WalleWalle —— “self“self--implosion of implosion of 
patrimonialismpatrimonialism brings crisis”brings crisis”

Explanations: 1. Single Party Rule discreditedExplanations: 1. Single Party Rule discredited

►► Egregious casesEgregious cases
IdiIdi AminAmin: : 
►► “President for life,” “Conqueror of the British “President for life,” “Conqueror of the British 

Empire,” “King of Scotland” Empire,” “King of Scotland” 
►► “I myself consider myself the most powerful “I myself consider myself the most powerful 

figure in the world”figure in the world”

BokassaBokassa
►► “President for Life”, “Emperor” “President for Life”, “Emperor” 
►► While on trial for infanticide and cannibalism While on trial for infanticide and cannibalism 

“Being head of state is an extremely thankless “Being head of state is an extremely thankless 
job”job”

NguemaNguema
All overthrown in 1979All overthrown in 1979

……Failed to overcome ethnic divisionsFailed to overcome ethnic divisions

►► Ethnic favoritismEthnic favoritism
Doe: the Doe: the KrahnKrahn

MoiMoi: the : the KalenjinKalenjin

BiyaBiya: the : the BetiBeti

EyademaEyadema: the : the KabyeKabye

Rawlings: the EweRawlings: the Ewe

……Failed to bring developmentFailed to bring development

1980s were the worst period in Africa’s growth history1980s were the worst period in Africa’s growth history

Region
Period 

Sub-Saharan 
Africa 

South Asia East Asia and
Pacific 

1960-64 1.26 3.09 1.81 
1965-69 1.6 2.6 4.29 
1970-74 2.29 0.59 4.55 
1975-79 -0.10 1.96 4.39 
1980-84 -1.28 3.33 3.54 
1985-89 0.64 2.50 3.52 
1990-97 -1.55 2.22 4.94 
Total 0.41 2.33 3.86 

 
►► Source: Source: NduluNdulu and O’Connell, ‘Background Information on Economic Growth’. and O’Connell, ‘Background Information on Economic Growth’. 
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Explanations 2Explanations 2. International Effects. International Effects

►► Demonstration EffectDemonstration Effect from Eastern Europefrom Eastern Europe

►► Changes  in policies in the Changes  in policies in the metropolemetropole
"...la France "...la France lieraliera tout son effort de contribution aux tout son effort de contribution aux 
efforts qui efforts qui serontseront accomplisaccomplis pour pour alleraller versvers plus de plus de 
libertéliberté". ". 

20 June 1990. 20 June 1990. Mitterand’sMitterand’s discoursdiscours de La de La BauleBaule

►► But this depends on international usefulness of But this depends on international usefulness of 
different leadersdifferent leaders——Mobutu Mobutu bouyedbouyed by Rwandaby Rwanda

Explanations 3Explanations 3.. Experiences of DemocracyExperiences of Democracy

►► A past history of democratic politics increases the A past history of democratic politics increases the 
impulse towards reimpulse towards re--establishment of democracy?establishment of democracy?

Existence of Democratic institutions Existence of Democratic institutions 
A democratic culture and visionA democratic culture and vision
Fixed effectsFixed effects
Indeed democratic history increases likelihood of organized Indeed democratic history increases likelihood of organized 
oppositionopposition

►► Or is the effect the opposite? Or is the effect the opposite? 
Those countries with the lease experience Those countries with the lease experience 
have the greatest hunger…have the greatest hunger…

“[N]ous ne voulons pas intervenir dans les affaires intérieures. Pour nous
cette forme subtile de colonialisme qui consisterait à faire la leçon en 
permanence aux Etats africains et à ceux qui les dirigent, c'est une forme
de colonialisme aussi perverse que toute autre…[pourtant] la France 
continuera d'être votre amie, et si vous le souhaitez, votre soutien, sur le 
plan international, comme sur le plan intérieur…la France liera tout son 
effort de contribution aux efforts qui seront accomplis pour aller vers plus 
de liberté ".

Supply SideSupply Side

►►Liberalization distracts from failureLiberalization distracts from failure

►►Required to continue receiving international Required to continue receiving international 
supportsupport

►►Repressive capacities weakRepressive capacities weak

Evidence: Economic FactorsEvidence: Economic Factors

►► Modernization theory has limited explanatory power within AfricaModernization theory has limited explanatory power within Africa::
But But 
►► Botswana and Mauritius among the wealthiestBotswana and Mauritius among the wealthiest
►► Mali, Niger, Benin among the poorest. Mali, Niger, Benin among the poorest. 

Paired ComparisonsPaired Comparisons
►► Mali v Burkina Faso; Mali v Burkina Faso; 
►► Togo v BeninTogo v Benin

►► PrzeworskiPrzeworski Theory? Theory? 
But no But no conolidationconolidation in urbanized Zambia or oil rich Congo, consolidation in in urbanized Zambia or oil rich Congo, consolidation in 
NigerNiger

Evidence: Economic FactorsEvidence: Economic Factors

►► CrossCross--national variation in income, growth or crisis, does national variation in income, growth or crisis, does 
not explain variation in liberalization within Africa not explain variation in liberalization within Africa (Bratton and (Bratton and 
van de van de WalleWalle))

►► Economic reforms Economic reforms negativelynegatively associated with liberalizationassociated with liberalization
Reduced international pressure andReduced international pressure and
Averted fiscal crisesAverted fiscal crises
Conditionality only used in worst cases?Conditionality only used in worst cases?
Satisfied public? Satisfied public? (Bratton and van de (Bratton and van de WalleWalle))

►► Conditional on protests, poorer countries liberalize more Conditional on protests, poorer countries liberalize more 
quicklyquickly
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Evidence: Democratic historyEvidence: Democratic history

►► The more past elections the The more past elections the weaker weaker the the 
liberalization liberalization 

Democratic traditions were not strong enough to Democratic traditions were not strong enough to 
produce a program for new democraciesproduce a program for new democracies

And indeed the effect seems to work in the opposite And indeed the effect seems to work in the opposite 
directiondirection

►► Direct and indirect effects of democratic historyDirect and indirect effects of democratic history
Bratton and van de Walle

Explaining Variation Between Francophone Explaining Variation Between Francophone 
and Anglophone Democratizationand Anglophone Democratization

►► Widner’sWidner’s Dependent VariableDependent Variable: The timing of : The timing of 
democratizationdemocratization

►► Stylized fact: This happened faster in Francophone Stylized fact: This happened faster in Francophone 
countries countries 

►► ExplanationsExplanations
I I Incentives for ProtestIncentives for Protest
II II Access of public to policy makersAccess of public to policy makers
III III Electoral incentivesElectoral incentives

Explaining Variation Between Francophone Explaining Variation Between Francophone 
and Anglophone Democratizationand Anglophone Democratization

►►I Rival Rent Seeking Opportunities: I Rival Rent Seeking Opportunities: 
Supranational Currency BoardsSupranational Currency Boards

Anglophone Countries Used Macro Policies: Budget Anglophone Countries Used Macro Policies: Budget 
Deficits Deficits Import Controls, tariffs, licenses, Import Controls, tariffs, licenses, 
Currency Controls Currency Controls Price ControlsPrice Controls

Francophone: More public sector employmentFrancophone: More public sector employment

So, Francophone elites more severely hit by public So, Francophone elites more severely hit by public 
sector contractionssector contractions

Explaining Variation Between Francophone Explaining Variation Between Francophone 
and Anglophone Democratizationand Anglophone Democratization

►►II Different Outlets for Political CommunicationsII Different Outlets for Political Communications
Anglophone Countries: Informal AssociationsAnglophone Countries: Informal Associations

Francophone: More Francophone: More ““NeoNeo--traditional Corporatist traditional Corporatist 
InstitutionsInstitutions””——more highly centralized, more more highly centralized, more 
cohesivecohesive

Hence francophone groups can mobilize quickly, but Hence francophone groups can mobilize quickly, but 
also negotiate rapidly with the centeralso negotiate rapidly with the center

Explaining Variation Between Francophone Explaining Variation Between Francophone 
and Anglophone Democratizationand Anglophone Democratization

►►III Electoral Systems in One Party StatesIII Electoral Systems in One Party States

Anglophone Countries: Anglophone Countries: multicandidatemulticandidate competition in competition in 
single member districtssingle member districts
Francophone: party list votingFrancophone: party list voting

Hence Anglophone electoral systems were Hence Anglophone electoral systems were moremore
competitive: and so leaders were more likely to lose. competitive: and so leaders were more likely to lose. 
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Democratic ConsolidationDemocratic Consolidation

Source: Van de Walle 2003

Democratic ConsolidationDemocratic Consolidation

►►Resilience of ex single partiesResilience of ex single parties
Ex single parties have been successful, in 15 Ex single parties have been successful, in 15 
multiparty systems, pre 1989 single parties multiparty systems, pre 1989 single parties 
were still in power in 2002 and formed main were still in power in 2002 and formed main 
opposition in anther 8 countriesopposition in anther 8 countries

►►Winners of transition elections typically Winners of transition elections typically 
consolidated positions in 2consolidated positions in 2ndnd electionselections

Democratic ConsolidationDemocratic Consolidation

►►African polities have a large numbers of African polities have a large numbers of 
partiesparties

17/87 legislatures studied by van de 17/87 legislatures studied by van de WalleWalle had 10 had 10 
or more partiesor more parties

►►Nonetheless, there is typically one dominant Nonetheless, there is typically one dominant 
partyparty

Three quarters of Africa legislatures have ENP Three quarters of Africa legislatures have ENP ≤≤33

Democratic ConsolidationDemocratic Consolidation

Source: Van de Walle 2003

Consolidation:Consolidation:
The Impact of First ElectionsThe Impact of First Elections

Source: Van de Walle (2003) “Africa’s range of Regimes.” J. Democ.

Next class: Policy Choices I
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Policy ChoicesPolicy Choices
►► I Policies matterI Policies matter

►► II Alternative routesII Alternative routes
African CapitalismAfrican Capitalism
African Populist SocialismAfrican Populist Socialism
AfroAfro--Marxist StrategiesMarxist Strategies

►► III Urban Bias as an Explanation for failureIII Urban Bias as an Explanation for failure

►► IV A policy driven failure: IV A policy driven failure: UjamaaUjamaa

►► V Patronage driven failures: Corruption failuresV Patronage driven failures: Corruption failures

►► NowNow, what are the alternatives?, what are the alternatives?

I Policies MatterI Policies Matter

GDP per capita
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Source: Daron Acemoglu

 SYSTEM 1 SYSTEM 2 
Dependent Variables: Growth QUALITY Growth CPIA 

QUALITY 1.248    
 [3.12]***    
CPIA   1.757  
   [2.52]**  
GDP growth (annual %)  0.085  0.09 
  [7.20]***  [8.21]*** 
Per capita GDP (lagged) -1.682 0.105 -2.132 0.186 
 [5.54]*** [10.67]*** [6.48]*** [10.05]*** 
Gross Domestic Investment as a 
Share of GDP 12.045  8.327  
 [7.88]***  [7.34]***  
Life Expectancy (logged) 11.037  13.597  
 [4.41]***  [5.54]***  
Literacy Rate  -0.019  -0.026  
 [2.09]**  [2.86]***  
Literay * GDP 0  0  
 [2.80]***  [3.39]***  
General government consumption 
(% of GDP) -0.075  -0.085  
 [3.44]***  [3.41]***  
Sub-Saharan Africa 1.027  1.455  
 [2.04]**  [2.88]***  
COMPETITIVENESS  0.031  -0.024 
  [3.58]***  [2.34]** 
Checks and Balances  0.023  0.054 
  [1.83]*  [3.49]*** 
Lag of Agricultural population as a 
share of total population  -0.225  0.359 
  [1.94]*  [2.69]*** 
SFTF Problem Set Country (lagged)  -0.195  -0.07 
  [5.50]***  [1.64] 
Value of OIl Production  in GDP  -0.442  -1.068 
  [2.64]***  [5.37]*** 

II Policy HeadachesII Policy Headaches

►► So you have a state… what do you do with itSo you have a state… what do you do with it

►► Political constraints: what constituencies should you Political constraints: what constituencies should you 
satisfy?satisfy?

►► Financial constraints: Where are you going to get Financial constraints: Where are you going to get 
money from?money from?

►► Knowledge constraints: What works? What are your Knowledge constraints: What works? What are your 
expenditure priorities going to be?expenditure priorities going to be?

►► Fundamental policy questions: Fundamental policy questions: 

Industrialization or agricultureIndustrialization or agriculture

Diversification or specializationDiversification or specialization

Markets or StatesMarkets or States

►► Diverging Answers: Diverging Answers: 

Ghana, Cote d’IvoireGhana, Cote d’Ivoire

II.1 The Capitalist PathII.1 The Capitalist Path
►► Capitalist: Cote d’Ivoire, Kenya, Cameroon, Malawi, Botswana, GaCapitalist: Cote d’Ivoire, Kenya, Cameroon, Malawi, Botswana, Gambia, mbia, 

Mauritius (Nigeria)Mauritius (Nigeria)
Aimed at expansion of primary commodity exportsAimed at expansion of primary commodity exports

Encouraged domestic business classesEncouraged domestic business classes

Encouraged private direct investment for import substituting indEncouraged private direct investment for import substituting industriesustries

Cote d’Ivoire: Strong role for French capitalCote d’Ivoire: Strong role for French capital

1984: foreigners held c. half of senior management positions in 1984: foreigners held c. half of senior management positions in major Ivorian major Ivorian 
manufacturing enterprisesmanufacturing enterprises

Industry grew from 14% to 29% of GDP over 20 yearsIndustry grew from 14% to 29% of GDP over 20 years

ExceptionalismExceptionalism: Mauritius: Manufacturing export led growth: : Mauritius: Manufacturing export led growth: EPZsEPZs
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II.2 The “Populist” African Socialist II.2 The “Populist” African Socialist 
Path Path 

►► Tanzania, Ghana, GuineaTanzania, Ghana, Guinea
Aimed for self reliance in production and tradeAimed for self reliance in production and trade
►► Nationalist and stress on local ownershipNationalist and stress on local ownership
►► Controlled exchange rates and capital mobilityControlled exchange rates and capital mobility

Aimed to reduce inequalitiesAimed to reduce inequalities
►► Prevent the emergence of rural elitesPrevent the emergence of rural elites
►► Subsidies for public services and basic commoditiesSubsidies for public services and basic commodities

Aimed to foster industrializationAimed to foster industrialization
►► Requirement for big projects so Requirement for big projects so deals with foreign capitaldeals with foreign capital
►► Agriculture hit in Ghana: in Ghana 1965 producer price was 65% oAgriculture hit in Ghana: in Ghana 1965 producer price was 65% of f 

FOB priceFOB price
►► Agriculture promoted in TanzaniaAgriculture promoted in Tanzania

►►Comparative Growth Rates:Comparative Growth Rates:
Average combined growth rate for Ghana, Average combined growth rate for Ghana, 
Tanzania, Guinea, Mali: 1960Tanzania, Guinea, Mali: 1960--1979: 0.7%1979: 0.7%
►►(3.6% GNP growth rates)(3.6% GNP growth rates)

Difficult to argue that policy choice was Difficult to argue that policy choice was 
endogenous to expected performanceendogenous to expected performance

However growth collapse in both sets of However growth collapse in both sets of 
countries in 1980scountries in 1980s

III Common Characteristic: III Common Characteristic: 
Urban BiasUrban Bias

►► CitiesCities
That’s where you are, That’s where you are, 
That’s where the civil servants are That’s where the civil servants are 
That’s where your political rivals areThat’s where your political rivals are
That’s where the soldiers areThat’s where the soldiers are

►► Ghana Ghana –– 1972: Operation Feed Yourself1972: Operation Feed Yourself
►► Liberia 1979: the Easter RebellionLiberia 1979: the Easter Rebellion
►► Playing with prices:Playing with prices:

To alter consumption or production patters; e.g. to produce certTo alter consumption or production patters; e.g. to produce certain ain 
crops, to send children to schoolcrops, to send children to school
To transfer income between groupsTo transfer income between groups

The ProblemThe Problem

Supply

Demand

Food Production

Food 
Prices

Desired price

The ProblemThe Problem

Supply

Demand

Food Production

Food 
Prices

Desired price

Squeezing Farmers: The Solution?Squeezing Farmers: The Solution?

►►Depress prices: Use Depress prices: Use monopsonisticmonopsonistic
marketing boardsmarketing boards

►►Set production targets centrallySet production targets centrally

►►Provide subsidiesProvide subsidies
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Squeezing Farmers: The ResultsSqueezing Farmers: The Results
►► Depress prices: Use Depress prices: Use monopsonisticmonopsonistic marketing boardsmarketing boards

Farmers produce lessFarmers produce less
They switch to nonThey switch to non--marketable cropsmarketable crops
They sell on the black marketThey sell on the black market
They hoardThey hoard
They come to the citiesThey come to the cities

►► Set production targets centrallySet production targets centrally
Coercion requiredCoercion required

►► Provide subsidiesProvide subsidies
Elite farmers privilegedElite farmers privileged
Inefficient production encouragedInefficient production encouraged

►► Overall: Less production, more pressure on prices, Overall: Less production, more pressure on prices, unsustainabilityunsustainability

IV IV UjamaaUjamaa
(Cooperative Economics)(Cooperative Economics)

UjamaaUjamaa: The history: The history

►►In principleIn principle

VoluntaryVoluntary

Builds on African traditions; communalismBuilds on African traditions; communalism

Decentralized Decentralized 

An attitude of mind: prices and wagesAn attitude of mind: prices and wages

UjamaaUjamaa: The history: The history
►► In practice: In practice: 

Rejects traditionRejects tradition

CentralizedCentralized
►► VillagizationVillagization: to benefit from returns to scale: to benefit from returns to scale
►► Withholding of suppliesWithholding of supplies

CoercedCoerced
►► Withholding of suppliesWithholding of supplies
►► Fines and penaltiesFines and penalties
►► 19741974--76 about 80% of the peasant population resettled76 about 80% of the peasant population resettled

Decisions by the Center Decisions by the Center 

►► Accompanied by wage and price controls: principles of socialist Accompanied by wage and price controls: principles of socialist pricingpricing

Bureaucratic Incentives: Bureaucratic Incentives: UjamaaUjamaa

►► Policy Choices and Bureaucratic IncentivesPolicy Choices and Bureaucratic Incentives

►► Quantifiable criteriaQuantifiable criteria

►► Planning promotes aesthetic values over pragmatic values: Planning promotes aesthetic values over pragmatic values: 
“Proper villages”“Proper villages”
Rectangular fieldsRectangular fields
MonocroppingMonocropping

►► Linear villages have Linear villages have administrative administrative rationale but no rationale but no 
economic economic rationale rationale 

OutcomesOutcomes

►► System ignored local knowledgeSystem ignored local knowledge

►► Like the more capitalist systems it ignored Like the more capitalist systems it ignored 
producer incentivesproducer incentives

►► Results:Results:
peasants retreated: maintained private plotspeasants retreated: maintained private plots

targets not met, agriculture collapsedtargets not met, agriculture collapsed
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V CorruptionV Corruption

►► Common Definitions:Common Definitions:

The World Bank “the abuse of public office for private gain”The World Bank “the abuse of public office for private gain”

OECD: OECD: ““The use of public office for private gainsThe use of public office for private gains””

Nye: “Behavior which deviates from the formal duties of a publicNye: “Behavior which deviates from the formal duties of a public
role because of private regarding (personal, close family, privarole because of private regarding (personal, close family, private te 
clique) pecuniary or status gains.clique) pecuniary or status gains.

►► "Corruption is evil: it's the cancer of democracy and "Corruption is evil: it's the cancer of democracy and 
undermines public confidence. Everybody who is caught, undermines public confidence. Everybody who is caught, 
will have no protection from me," Malawi’s President will have no protection from me," Malawi’s President 
MuluziMuluzi, February 2004 , February 2004 

Possible Benefits…Possible Benefits…

►► 1. The “grease” mechanism: You can avoid 1. The “grease” mechanism: You can avoid 
bureaucratic delays: “speed money”bureaucratic delays: “speed money”

…especially in cases where bureaucratic machinery is …especially in cases where bureaucratic machinery is 
overly cumbersomeoverly cumbersome

►► 2. the “incentives” mechanism: If bribes work at a 2. the “incentives” mechanism: If bribes work at a 
piece rate they can have better work incentives on piece rate they can have better work incentives on 
government employees whose salaries are government employees whose salaries are 
otherwise fixedotherwise fixed

…especially in cases where bureaucrats are poorly …especially in cases where bureaucrats are poorly 
incentivizedincentivized

But multiple costsBut multiple costs

►► Economic: Distorts IncentivesEconomic: Distorts Incentives
Inefficient investmentsInefficient investments

►► Social: Inequity, Injustice Social: Inequity, Injustice 
Wealthy off the hookWealthy off the hook
Allows markets to mediate transactions that we may not Allows markets to mediate transactions that we may not 
wish to be driven by markets (vote transfers, judicial wish to be driven by markets (vote transfers, judicial 
decisions, market produces inappropriate prices)decisions, market produces inappropriate prices)

►► Political Processes: Undermines institutionsPolitical Processes: Undermines institutions
Reduces tax base (and so cash for salaries)Reduces tax base (and so cash for salaries)

Besides Loot: The political benefits Besides Loot: The political benefits 
of corruptionof corruption

►►““A dog with a bone in his mouth cannot do A dog with a bone in his mouth cannot do 
two things. He cannot bark and he cannot two things. He cannot bark and he cannot 
bitebite””

PorfPorfíírio Diazrio Diaz

►►““Better to be inside the garden pissing out Better to be inside the garden pissing out 
than outside the garden pissing inthan outside the garden pissing in””

Ethnicity and Patronage: Ethnicity and Patronage: 
Is socialism particularly hard in ethnically divided societies?Is socialism particularly hard in ethnically divided societies?

►► Collier and Collier and GargGarg (1998) use data on towns that differ as to which tribe is (1998) use data on towns that differ as to which tribe is 
locally dominant. They find:locally dominant. They find:

Kin groups function as patronage systems, reducing the efficiencKin groups function as patronage systems, reducing the efficiency of promotions to y of promotions to 
the advantage of the dominant kin group. the advantage of the dominant kin group. 

In the public sector the locally dominant group exacts a 25 percIn the public sector the locally dominant group exacts a 25 percent wage premium ent wage premium 
for its members.. for its members.. 

►► By contrast, in the private sector there is no such premium.By contrast, in the private sector there is no such premium.
They argue that are stronger incentives to restrain kin group paThey argue that are stronger incentives to restrain kin group patronage in the tronage in the 
private sector. private sector. 

►► Hence ethnicity appears to have particularly negative effects onHence ethnicity appears to have particularly negative effects on public sector public sector 
deliverydelivery

►► Source: Source: Collier, Paul and Collier, Paul and AshishAshish GargGarg, ‘On kin groups and wages in the Ghanaian , ‘On kin groups and wages in the Ghanaian labourlabour market’, market’, 
Oxford Bulletin of Economics and Statistics, Vol. 61 (2)Oxford Bulletin of Economics and Statistics, Vol. 61 (2)
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Social capital and patronageSocial capital and patronage

►►The Curse of Close Ties: “Social capital” can The Curse of Close Ties: “Social capital” can 
facilitate corruptionfacilitate corruption

►►Especially when elite group is small: Especially when elite group is small: 
Lack of a tradition of a public domainLack of a tradition of a public domain
NonNon--anonymous societies (anonymous societies (cfcf TrovoadaTrovoada))

Governance Indicators: Governance Indicators: 
Regional Averages Regional Averages 
(2002)(2002)

0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80
90

100
Voice and Accountability

Political Stability

Government 
Effectiveness

Regulatory Quality

Rule of Law

Control of 
Corruption

OECD

LAC

Sub-Sahara Africa

Source: D. Kaufmann, A. Kraay, and M. Mastruzzi 2003: 

Governance Matters III: Governance Indicators for 1996-2002.

Weak evidence of a relation Weak evidence of a relation 
within the African Samplewithin the African Sample
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meancorru mean 
lower levels of corruption

However, strong crossHowever, strong cross--regional regional 
evidence: Mauroevidence: Mauro

►►Looks at the relationship between Looks at the relationship between 
corruption and growthcorruption and growth

►►Because of the problem of Because of the problem of endogeneityendogeneity, he , he 
uses ELF as an instrument for corruption:uses ELF as an instrument for corruption:

►►Argument: More ethnic homogeneity leads Argument: More ethnic homogeneity leads 
to more efficient joint bribe maximizationto more efficient joint bribe maximization

►►Finds: Corruption lowers private investment Finds: Corruption lowers private investment 
even in countries where bureaucracy is even in countries where bureaucracy is 
cumbersomecumbersome
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[Ethnicity and Corruption in Africa][Ethnicity and Corruption in Africa]

►►Ethnic diversification and corruption are Ethnic diversification and corruption are 
strongly correlated globallystrongly correlated globally

►►Are they related in Africa?Are they related in Africa?

NB: Here high values  of 
“Corruption” on the y axis 
mean lower levels 
of corruption

[Ethnicity and Corruption in Africa][Ethnicity and Corruption in Africa] Clear distributive Effects of Clear distributive Effects of 
Corruption:Corruption:

HypothesisHypothesis: Corruption may be : Corruption may be relativelyrelatively
propro--poor in cases where bureaucratic rules poor in cases where bureaucratic rules 

disfavor poor groupsdisfavor poor groups

EspeciallyEspecially bad for the poorbad for the poor

Gupta, Davoodi & Alonso-Terme, IMF, 1998

Controlling for natural resource abundance, initial income of the poor, 
secondary schooling, inequality in land and education and overall income growth

And especially good for the rich…And especially good for the rich…

$   20 m$   20 mEthiopiaEthiopiaHaile MariamHaile Mariam

$   45 m$   45 mCameroonCameroonPaul Paul BiyaBiya

$   50 m$   50 mGabonGabonOmar BongoOmar Bongo

$ 120 m$ 120 mCongoCongoDenis Sassou NguessoDenis Sassou Nguesso

$ 200 m$ 200 mIvory CoastIvory CoastHenri Konan BedieHenri Konan Bedie

$ 1.8 $ 1.8 bnbnMaliMaliMoussa TraoreMoussa Traore

$ 2.2 $ 2.2 bnbnZaireZaireMobutu Sese SekoMobutu Sese Seko

$ 3.0 $ 3.0 bnbnNigeriaNigeriaIbrahim BabangidaIbrahim Babangida

$ 3.5 $ 3.5 bnbnIvory CoastIvory CoastFelix Felix HouphouetHouphouet--BoignyBoigny

$ 4.3 $ 4.3 bnbnNigeriaNigeriaSani AbachaSani Abacha

Jermyn P. Brooks: Transparency International
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What do you need to be corrupt?What do you need to be corrupt?

►► A monopolyA monopoly

►► DiscretionDiscretion

►► AmbiguityAmbiguity

i.e. the conditions put in place by the policies of the i.e. the conditions put in place by the policies of the 
1960s and 1970s1960s and 1970s

►►By early 1980s it was clear that all paths By early 1980s it was clear that all paths 
had failed and what was needed was a big had failed and what was needed was a big 
change:change:

Enter: Structural AdjustmentEnter: Structural Adjustment

Next week: 

Policy in the 1980s and 1990s: 
Conditionality and Structural Adjustment

Lecture OverviewLecture Overview

►► I Policy Conditionality: The Idea and the ActorsI Policy Conditionality: The Idea and the Actors

►► II The Political ProblemII The Political Problem

►► III The Political Responses: 3 Rival RoutesIII The Political Responses: 3 Rival Routes

►► IV The OutcomeIV The Outcome

►► V ExplanationV Explanation

►► VI Where are we nowVI Where are we now

I Policy Conditionality: The IdeaI Policy Conditionality: The Idea

►► The problem:The problem:
Growth collapsesGrowth collapses
Poorly performing government enterprises (Poorly performing government enterprises (NellisNellis, 1986: , 1986: 
62% of public enterprises sampled showed net losses, 62% of public enterprises sampled showed net losses, 
36% had negative net worth)36% had negative net worth)
►► InefficientInefficient
►►Used for corruptionUsed for corruption

Trade regimes used for private benefits: licensesTrade regimes used for private benefits: licenses
Macroeconomic instability deters investmentMacroeconomic instability deters investment
Producer price  controls making things worseProducer price  controls making things worse

►► The Context: General rise of The Context: General rise of neoliberalismneoliberalism

The Main Actor: World BankThe Main Actor: World Bank

►►Established 1944Established 1944
►►Borrows from rich countries, lends to poorBorrows from rich countries, lends to poor
►►First loan of $250 million was to France in First loan of $250 million was to France in 

1947 for post1947 for post--war reconstruction.  war reconstruction.  
►Initially 38 members, now 183 members
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SharesShares

►►Votes based on shares held:Votes based on shares held:
Gambia: Gambia: 793 793 
Botswana: Botswana: 865865
Sudan: Sudan: 1,100 1,100 
Senegal: Senegal: 2,322, 2,322, 
Nigeria: Nigeria: 12,905 12,905 
South Africa: South Africa: 13, 71213, 712
India:India: 45. 04545. 045
United States: United States: 265, 219265, 219

MandatesMandates

►► World Bank original mandate:World Bank original mandate:
to to ““reduce poverty and improve living standards by reduce poverty and improve living standards by 
promoting growth and investing in peoplepromoting growth and investing in people””
““Our dream is a world free of povertyOur dream is a world free of poverty””

►► IMF mandate: to IMF mandate: to ““help promote trade, regulate help promote trade, regulate 
the international monetary system, and act as a the international monetary system, and act as a 
lender of last resort for countries in economic lender of last resort for countries in economic 
crisiscrisis””

►► You must join the fund in order to join the BankYou must join the fund in order to join the Bank

Bilateral AidBilateral Aid

►►United States: USAID 1961United States: USAID 1961
►►Britain: DFID (Britain: DFID (prevprev. ODA) 1964. ODA) 1964
►►Sweden: SIDA 1965Sweden: SIDA 1965
►►Canada: CIDA 1968Canada: CIDA 1968
►►Japan: JICA 1974Japan: JICA 1974
►►Germany: GTZ 1975Germany: GTZ 1975

The Strategy: Structural AdjustmentThe Strategy: Structural Adjustment

►►5 February 19805 February 1980——Robert McNamara Robert McNamara 
received approval for received approval for SALsSALs from the World from the World 
Bank BoardBank Board

►►Berg report helps produce broad supportBerg report helps produce broad support
►►Academic analyses also Academic analyses also ---- e.g. Batese.g. Bates

►►Aims:Aims:
Provide Macroeconomic Provide Macroeconomic StablityStablity
Maintain growthMaintain growth

Sustained Rise in ConditionalitySustained Rise in Conditionality II The Political ImplicationsII The Political Implications

►► Effective transfers: from urban consumers to rural Effective transfers: from urban consumers to rural 
producers; from civil servants to private sector workersproducers; from civil servants to private sector workers

►► Less political choice: redundancy of decisionLess political choice: redundancy of decision--making making 
processes: weakening of  institutions processes: weakening of  institutions 

►► Less pork: Less pork: 
Losses in revenuesLosses in revenues——relatively high dependence on trade taxesrelatively high dependence on trade taxes
Losses in control over allocations of goods and services (and leLosses in control over allocations of goods and services (and less ss 
forafora for secrecy!)for secrecy!)
Less Jobs to provideLess Jobs to provide
Hence, less flexibility in the face of crisisHence, less flexibility in the face of crisis
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The Fundamental TensionThe Fundamental Tension

►►Can you have economic decentralization Can you have economic decentralization 
without political decentralization?without political decentralization?

If the previous economic policies were designed If the previous economic policies were designed 
to hold political coalitions together, then to hold political coalitions together, then 
removing those policies weakens those removing those policies weakens those 
coalitionscoalitions
Friends are hurt, enemies become strongerFriends are hurt, enemies become stronger

No builtNo built--in political solutionin political solution

►► HerbstHerbst criticism: The criticism: The SAPsSAPs had no vision of how had no vision of how 
politics ought to be reshapedpolitics ought to be reshaped

Focus mostly on reducing the activities and the size of Focus mostly on reducing the activities and the size of 
the state, and calling for “good governance”the state, and calling for “good governance”
ECA 1983: “What is required from African governments ECA 1983: “What is required from African governments 
is to make it possible for the population to interrelate is to make it possible for the population to interrelate 
positively with all the development variables: natural positively with all the development variables: natural 
and financial resources, development institutions, local and financial resources, development institutions, local 
and foreign technologies”and foreign technologies”

►► Lack of a vision particularly severe in Africa where Lack of a vision particularly severe in Africa where 
development strategies and political process development strategies and political process 
presuppose centralized power…presuppose centralized power…

III Resolving the Tension: 3 RoutesIII Resolving the Tension: 3 Routes

►► 1. Do the economic reform and have more contentious 1. Do the economic reform and have more contentious 
politics: possibly leading to political from the bottom or politics: possibly leading to political from the bottom or 
from the topfrom the top

Aim to demonstrate that reforms help many and open up politicallAim to demonstrate that reforms help many and open up politicallyy
Shift your constituenciesShift your constituencies

►► 2. Manage the economic reforms in ways that strengthen 2. Manage the economic reforms in ways that strengthen 
you politically:you politically:

privatize to friends privatize to friends 
shift blame shift blame 
use scarcities and sackings to your advantageuse scarcities and sackings to your advantage

►► 3. Fake the reforms3. Fake the reforms

Route I: Reform and Collapse in Route I: Reform and Collapse in 
Sierra LeoneSierra Leone

►►Joseph Joseph MomohMomoh
►►1990: Reforms, first with World bank, then 1990: Reforms, first with World bank, then 

unilaterally.unilaterally.
►►Price hikesPrice hikes
►►Foreign exchange shortagesForeign exchange shortages
►►Petrol shortagesPetrol shortages
►►Food shortages: State Collapse, Civil WarFood shortages: State Collapse, Civil War

Route II: Managing the Reforms in Route II: Managing the Reforms in 
MoroccoMorocco

►► April 1979April 1979--May 1981: Amidst high unemployment, flour prices rise May 1981: Amidst high unemployment, flour prices rise 
86%, cooking oil rises by 75%, sugar: 97% while salaries rise by86%, cooking oil rises by 75%, sugar: 97% while salaries rise by 2020--
29%29%

►► RiotsRiots——1981, 1984gave role for magnanimity1981, 1984gave role for magnanimity

►► Policy of International BlamePolicy of International Blame

►► But some continue to benefit: large scale animal raisers sold grBut some continue to benefit: large scale animal raisers sold grain at ain at 
60% below market price, similarly with sugar (60% below market price, similarly with sugar (AkesbiAkesbi))

►► Privatization to the King’s Company, ONAPrivatization to the King’s Company, ONA

►► Some political liberalization, long terms hold on political poweSome political liberalization, long terms hold on political powerr

Route III: Faking reforms in ZaireRoute III: Faking reforms in Zaire

►► World Bank and IMF lent billions to Mobutu: World Bank and IMF lent billions to Mobutu: 
$375m between 1984 and 1986, $370m in new $375m between 1984 and 1986, $370m in new 
loans  1987loans  1987

►► Some actions: 1984:46,000 teachers (20% of Some actions: 1984:46,000 teachers (20% of 
total) firedtotal) fired

►► But overall: little impact on But overall: little impact on distortionarydistortionary policies: policies: 
Debts rescheduled 11 times between 1975 and Debts rescheduled 11 times between 1975 and 
19871987
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ResistanceResistance

►►From Governments: Sometimes complicity, From Governments: Sometimes complicity, 
sometimes standoffssometimes standoffs

►►Academic community tries to work out why Academic community tries to work out why 
these optimal policies are not introducedthese optimal policies are not introduced

►►Period of massive activity by national and Period of massive activity by national and 
international NGOs “50 Years is Enough”, international NGOs “50 Years is Enough”, 
“Faith and Credit”“Faith and Credit”

IV The Outcome: FailureIV The Outcome: Failure

►►Negative relations between loans and Negative relations between loans and 
growthgrowth

PrzeworskiPrzeworski and and VreelandVreeland (2000) (2000) 
BarroBarro and Lee (2002))and Lee (2002))

►►Of 12 intensive loan countries, only 2 had Of 12 intensive loan countries, only 2 had 
positive growth: Uganda and Ghanapositive growth: Uganda and Ghana

Failure: The Repeat OffendersFailure: The Repeat Offenders

►► 26 Adjustment Loans to Ghana and Cote d’Ivoire26 Adjustment Loans to Ghana and Cote d’Ivoire

►► None of the top 20 recipients of adjustment None of the top 20 recipients of adjustment 
lending over 1980lending over 1980--99 were able to achieve 99 were able to achieve 
reasonable growth and contain all policy reasonable growth and contain all policy 
distortionsdistortions

►► About half the adjustment loan recipients exhibit About half the adjustment loan recipients exhibit 
“severe distortions” regardless of the number of “severe distortions” regardless of the number of 
cumulative adjustment loanscumulative adjustment loans
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(Based on the Human Development Index, 1999)

MalawiMalawi
NamibiaNamibia

CameroonCameroon
KenyaKenya
South AfricaSouth Africa
SwazilandSwaziland

BotswanaBotswana
BurundiBurundi
CongoCongo
LesothoLesotho

ZimbabweZimbabweZambiaZambia

HDIHDI
lower thanlower than
in 1995in 1995

HDIHDI
lower thanlower than
in 1990in 1990

HDIHDI
lower thanlower than
in 1985in 1985

HDIHDI
lower thanlower than
in 1980in 1980

HDIHDI
lower thanlower than
in 1975in 1975

Source: http://hdr.undp.org/hd/ and (second source here)

Development ReversalsDevelopment Reversals
Human Development Progress in the 1990sHuman Development Progress in the 1990s
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V Explanation for FailureV Explanation for Failure

►►I   The selection problem: They were I   The selection problem: They were 
implemented only in the worst places, so of implemented only in the worst places, so of 
course you see a negative correlation. course you see a negative correlation. 

Actually, they were often implemented in places Actually, they were often implemented in places 
where success seemed likely. Countries with where success seemed likely. Countries with 
deep state collapse did not have programs. deep state collapse did not have programs. 
Instrumental variables approaches have not Instrumental variables approaches have not 
salvaged the salvaged the SAPsSAPs (e.g. Easterly 2002, “What (e.g. Easterly 2002, “What 
did structural adjustment adjust?”)did structural adjustment adjust?”)

Explanation for FailureExplanation for Failure

►► II   The conditionality problem: The problem with II   The conditionality problem: The problem with 
conditional aid is the conditional aid is the conditionalityconditionality not the policiesnot the policies

Evidence (Burnside and Dollar): if you condition on the Evidence (Burnside and Dollar): if you condition on the 
policies that countries are employing, then you find that policies that countries are employing, then you find that 
aid increases growth: hence aid helps growth aid increases growth: hence aid helps growth ifif (and (and 
only ifonly if ) the policies are good) the policies are good

But: If you use a richer dataset, you find aid doesn’t But: If you use a richer dataset, you find aid doesn’t 
help help even ifeven if the policies are good  (e.g. Easterly 2003, the policies are good  (e.g. Easterly 2003, 
“Can Foreign Aid Buy Growth?”)“Can Foreign Aid Buy Growth?”)

Explanation for FailureExplanation for Failure

►► III Commitment ProblemsIII Commitment Problems

Because Because IFIsIFIs have their own interests, it is too hard for have their own interests, it is too hard for 
IFIsIFIs notnot to give loansto give loans

The probability of receiving another adjustment loans The probability of receiving another adjustment loans 
does not decrease with the number of loans already does not decrease with the number of loans already 
received: no satiation received: no satiation 

(Easterly  2002)(Easterly  2002)

The selection problem of repeated loans: would these countries The selection problem of repeated loans: would these countries 
have done worse without repeated loans? Or do they provide have done worse without repeated loans? Or do they provide 
strong evidence that loan conditionality is not the right stratestrong evidence that loan conditionality is not the right strategy.gy.

The logic of conditionalityThe logic of conditionality

►►The double commitment problem:The double commitment problem:

World Bank
National

Government
Give SA Loan

Do Not Give Loan

Reform

Don’t 
Reform

(2,1)

(1,2)

(0,0)
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The logic of conditionalityThe logic of conditionality

►►The double commitment problem:The double commitment problem:

World Bank
National

Government
Give SA Loan

Do Not Give Loan

Reform

Don’t 
Reform

Punish

Don’t 
Punish

(2,1)

(1,2)

(0,0)

(-1,-1)

Explanation for FailureExplanation for Failure

►►IV   The ownership problem: Because these IV   The ownership problem: Because these 
were largely imposed by the outside:were largely imposed by the outside:

They were inappropriate: one size does not fit They were inappropriate: one size does not fit 
allall
Domestic institutions were underminesDomestic institutions were undermines
The stakeholders were not behind themThe stakeholders were not behind them

SolutionSolution: Participative approaches to : Participative approaches to 
strategy formulation.  Will it work?strategy formulation.  Will it work?

Other Explanations for FailureOther Explanations for Failure
►► They were never fully implementedThey were never fully implemented

Are partial reforms worse than no reforms?Are partial reforms worse than no reforms?

►► The “corruption” actually helped more people than we thoughtThe “corruption” actually helped more people than we thought
Income from public sector jobs was widely distributedIncome from public sector jobs was widely distributed

►► Structural adjustment is not enough:Structural adjustment is not enough:
“the investment climate issues turned out to be so serious in so“the investment climate issues turned out to be so serious in some of the me of the 
African countries, that reducing import tariffs really didn't haAfrican countries, that reducing import tariffs really didn't have very much ve very much 
effect. Tariffs were a barrier, certainly, but experience suggeseffect. Tariffs were a barrier, certainly, but experience suggests that other ts that other 
barriers were more important.” David Dollar 2004barriers were more important.” David Dollar 2004

►► They were the wrong policiesThey were the wrong policies

V Where we are nowV Where we are now

►►26 countries are receiving debt relief projected 26 countries are receiving debt relief projected 
to amount to US$40 billion over timeto amount to US$40 billion over time

►►PRSPsPRSPs introduced in 1999 as a requirement for introduced in 1999 as a requirement for 
lowlow--income countries to receive debt relief income countries to receive debt relief 
though the HIPCthough the HIPC

►►Millennium challenge account  places ex ante Millennium challenge account  places ex ante 
conditionalitiesconditionalities

►►Next lecture:Next lecture:

GeographyGeography
PoliciesPolicies
PoliticsPolitics

►►Bringing it all togetherBringing it all together

Lecture 22: GrowthLecture 22: Growth
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Structure of LectureStructure of Lecture
►► I.  The Multiple channels: exogenous, endogenous, I.  The Multiple channels: exogenous, endogenous, 

domestic, internationaldomestic, international

►► II. A (qualitative) comparative approachII. A (qualitative) comparative approach

►► III. Some growth theory: the III. Some growth theory: the SolowSolow model and a poverty model and a poverty 
trap modeltrap model

►► IV. Growth regressionsIV. Growth regressions

►► V. Dealing with V. Dealing with endogeneityendogeneity

►► VI. Closing remarksVI. Closing remarks

A Heuristic A Heuristic 
 Domestic External 
Policy • Political Instability 

• Dictatorship and oppression 
• Neopatrimonialism 
• Inefficient Bureaucracies 
• Civil Wars 

• Foreign interventions in political 
economy  

• Foreign Trade barriers 
• Foreign Direct Investment 
• Structural Adjustment and Debt 
• (Domestic) exchange rate and trade 

policies 
 

Destiny • Geography: Health and 
Productivity 

• Fractionalization 
• Colonial Heritage 

• Small States 
• Lack of access to trade 
• Terms of trade volatility 

 

Collier and Gunning (JEP 1999)

A DomesticA Domestic--Destiny Destiny 

►► Tropical (Tropical (cfcf Sachs and Bloom, Sachs and Bloom, HoefflerHoeffler 1999)1999)

►► Health: malaria, Health: malaria, typanosomiasistypanosomiasis ……

►► Tropical agriculture (rainforest, wetTropical agriculture (rainforest, wet--dry tropics)dry tropics)

A EthnicityA Ethnicity

►►Fractionalization associated with lower Fractionalization associated with lower 
growth (Easterly and Levine)growth (Easterly and Levine)

►►But: High fractionalization reduces growth But: High fractionalization reduces growth 
rates by 3% in dictatorships. rates by 3% in dictatorships. No effect in No effect in 
democraciesdemocracies

A Small StatesA Small States

►► Less efficient governmentsLess efficient governments

►► Fail to benefit from gains from trade Fail to benefit from gains from trade 
(although sometimes inter(although sometimes inter--district trade was banned)district trade was banned)

►► Less innovationLess innovation

►► Viewed as more risky by investorsViewed as more risky by investors

►► Econometric Evidence: Econometric Evidence: weakweak

►► …but size (and its effects) can be attributed to policy choices…but size (and its effects) can be attributed to policy choices

B DomesticB Domestic----PolicyPolicy

►►Political InstabilityPolitical Instability

►►Dictatorship and oppressionDictatorship and oppression

►►NeopatrimonialismNeopatrimonialism

►►Civil Wars Civil Wars 



89

B Democracies and BureaucraciesB Democracies and Bureaucracies

►►Public sector employment used as an Public sector employment used as an 
instrument for redistributioninstrument for redistribution

►►Ratio of wage to nonRatio of wage to non--wage expenditure is wage expenditure is 
double what it is in Asiadouble what it is in Asia

►►Implications for functioning of markets…Implications for functioning of markets…

Functioning of Markets

B Functioning of MarketsB Functioning of Markets
►► Sins of Omission: Lack of public goods provisionSins of Omission: Lack of public goods provision

Lack of publicly supplied electricityLack of publicly supplied electricity high fixed costs for generatorshigh fixed costs for generators

Weak distribution networks Weak distribution networks large inventorieslarge inventories

Weak or corrupt courts Weak or corrupt courts more vetting of partnersmore vetting of partners

►► Sins of Commission: Barriers to entry Sins of Commission: Barriers to entry 
Formal: (Kenya: “letters of no objection”; Uganda” Coffee only bFormal: (Kenya: “letters of no objection”; Uganda” Coffee only by rail…)y rail…)
Lack of CreditLack of Credit
Lack of financial depth (Evidence: Lack of financial depth (Evidence: WeakWeak))
ExpropriationExpropriation RisksRisks

►► But many of these domestic effects are affected by internationalBut many of these domestic effects are affected by international relationsrelations

C ExternalC External----DestinyDestiny

►► Landlocked (Evidence: Landlocked (Evidence: strong)strong)

►► Declining terms of trade and price shocksDeclining terms of trade and price shocks

►► BordersBorders

►► Again, the impact of landAgain, the impact of land--lockednesslockedness depends on depends on 
endogenous features,  (e.g. trade patterns endogenous features,  (e.g. trade patterns ---- cfcf
Switzerland)Switzerland)

D ExternalD External----PolicyPolicy

►► Aid: for better or for worse? Most evidence implies Aid: for better or for worse? Most evidence implies 
almost no effect.almost no effect.

►► Export crop taxation (Evidence: strong case study Export crop taxation (Evidence: strong case study 
evidence of negative impacts)evidence of negative impacts)

►► Overvaluation (Some strong cross national Overvaluation (Some strong cross national 
evidence)evidence)

►► High indebtedness discourages investment (fears High indebtedness discourages investment (fears 
of higher future taxation)of higher future taxation)

►►So many explanationsSo many explanations
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A (qualitative) Comparative ApproachA (qualitative) Comparative Approach

Collier and Gunning (JEL 1999):Collier and Gunning (JEL 1999):

►► Conflict Countries in 1990s: Conflict Countries in 1990s: 
(12% of population) (12% of population) 

►► Peaceful countries with inflation Peaceful countries with inflation 
>25%  (43% of population): >25%  (43% of population): 

►► Peaceful, nonPeaceful, non--inflationary countries inflationary countries 
with “distributive” policies with “distributive” policies 
(12% of population): (12% of population): 

►► The rest: (26% of population): The rest: (26% of population): 

A Natural Experiment ApproachA Natural Experiment Approach

Collier and Gunning (JEL 1999):Collier and Gunning (JEL 1999):

►► Conflict Countries in 1990s: Conflict Countries in 1990s: 
(12% of population) (12% of population) .8% growth.8% growth

►► Peaceful countries with inflation Peaceful countries with inflation 
>25%  (43% of population): >25%  (43% of population): 

►► Peaceful, nonPeaceful, non--inflationary countries inflationary countries 
with “distributive” policies with “distributive” policies 
(12% of population): (12% of population): 

►► The rest: (26% of population): The rest: (26% of population): 

A Natural Experiment ApproachA Natural Experiment Approach

Collier and Gunning (JEL 1999):Collier and Gunning (JEL 1999):

►► Conflict Countries in 1990s: Conflict Countries in 1990s: 
(12% of population) (12% of population) .8% growth.8% growth

►► Peaceful countries with inflation Peaceful countries with inflation 
>25%  (43% of population): >25%  (43% of population): 2.7% growth2.7% growth

►► Peaceful, nonPeaceful, non--inflationary countries inflationary countries 
with “distributive” policies with “distributive” policies 
(12% of population): (12% of population): 

►► The rest: (26% of population): The rest: (26% of population): 

A Natural Experiment ApproachA Natural Experiment Approach

Collier and Gunning (JEL 1999):Collier and Gunning (JEL 1999):

►► Conflict Countries in 1990s: Conflict Countries in 1990s: 
(12% of population) (12% of population) .8% growth.8% growth

►► Peaceful countries with inflation Peaceful countries with inflation 
>25%  (43% of population): >25%  (43% of population): 2.7% growth2.7% growth

►► Peaceful, nonPeaceful, non--inflationary countries inflationary countries 
with “distributive” policies with “distributive” policies 
(12% of population): (12% of population): 4.2% growth4.2% growth

►► The rest: (26% of population): The rest: (26% of population): 

A Natural Experiment ApproachA Natural Experiment Approach

Collier and Gunning (JEL 1999):Collier and Gunning (JEL 1999):

►► Conflict Countries in 1990s: Conflict Countries in 1990s: 
(12% of population) (12% of population) .8% growth.8% growth

►► Peaceful countries with inflation Peaceful countries with inflation 
>25%  (43% of population): >25%  (43% of population): 2.7% growth2.7% growth

►► Peaceful, nonPeaceful, non--inflationary countries inflationary countries 
with “distributive” policies with “distributive” policies 
(12% of population): (12% of population): 4.2% growth4.2% growth

►► The rest: (26% of population): The rest: (26% of population): 4.7% growth4.7% growth

A Natural Experiment ApproachA Natural Experiment Approach

►►Problems:Problems:
We only see quick reforms We only see quick reforms 
We can only see early effectsWe can only see early effects
Non random sample of countriesNon random sample of countries
Complex causationComplex causation
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►►A Modeling ApproachA Modeling Approach

We have a production function:

Y =  A  K a (with a between 0 and 1)

We have an expression relating investment to savings:

I   =  s Y

And a law that governs the accumulation of capital:

K(t+1) =  K(t)  +  s Y  - d K(t)

So the change in the capital stock can be written:

K(t+1) - K(t) =  s A  K(t) a - d K(t)

K

Y

K

Y
I

K

Y

I

dK

K

The simplest neoclassical growth model

ImplicationsImplications

►► Wealth is higher when: Wealth is higher when: 
Investment and savings levels are highInvestment and savings levels are high
When capital depreciation is lowWhen capital depreciation is low
When technology is a efficientWhen technology is a efficient

►► Growth rates are higher:Growth rates are higher:
When income is lowerWhen income is lower
(When technology evolves)(When technology evolves)
(When population growth rates are lower) (When population growth rates are lower) 
But eventually reaches a steady stateBut eventually reaches a steady state

►► Countries “converge” to their steady stateCountries “converge” to their steady state

We have a production function:

Y =  f(K) (sometimes convex, sometimes concave)

We have an expression relating investment to savings:

I   =  s Y

And a law that governs the accumulation of capital:

K(t+1) =  K(t)  +  s Y  - d K(t)

So the change in the capital stock can be written:

K(t+1) - K(t) =  s f(K) - d K(t)

K

Y

K

Y
I

K

Y

I

dK

K

The simplest “poverty trap” model

ImplicationsImplications

►►There are two “stable’ steady statesThere are two “stable’ steady states——a high a high 
income steady state and a low income income steady state and a low income 
steady statesteady state

►►To move from the low income equilibrium to To move from the low income equilibrium to 
the high income equilibrium you need a the high income equilibrium you need a bigbig
increase in capital.increase in capital.

The Primacy of TrapsThe Primacy of Traps
►► High fertilityHigh fertility——high infant mortality equilibriumhigh infant mortality equilibrium

Less labor outside the homeLess labor outside the home
More Labor in the home but less investment in childrenMore Labor in the home but less investment in children

►► Low incomeLow income——high liquidity equilibriumhigh liquidity equilibrium
Because of risky agriculture, agents use asses for smoothing insBecause of risky agriculture, agents use asses for smoothing instead of for tead of for 
investinginvesting

►► Low levels of tradeLow levels of trade——Low level of specializationLow level of specialization
Don’t capitalize on gains from trade (static)Don’t capitalize on gains from trade (static)
Lack of technology transfer (dynamic)Lack of technology transfer (dynamic)
Lack of risk sharing (dynamic)Lack of risk sharing (dynamic)

►► Low levels of manufacturingLow levels of manufacturing——obstacles to transaction intense productionobstacles to transaction intense production

►► Volatility Volatility Low Investment Low Investment VolatilityVolatility

►► “Bad neighborhood” effects“Bad neighborhood” effects
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Growth Theory: Growth Theory: 
Where’s The Politics?Where’s The Politics?

►► The “A” term: how capital is converted into output. The “A” term: how capital is converted into output. 
Depends on:Depends on:

How well markets functionHow well markets function
What technology is availableWhat technology is available

►► The “s” and “d” terms: the decision to invest capital (and The “s” and “d” terms: the decision to invest capital (and 
to maintain capital). Depends on:to maintain capital). Depends on:

Perceived risks for investorsPerceived risks for investors
►► Will cash be taken? Will cash be taken? 
►► Will investments be expropriated?Will investments be expropriated?
►► Is it better to wait?Is it better to wait?

Liquidity requirementsLiquidity requirements
►► Can you afford to tie up your moneyCan you afford to tie up your money

Suggested relationship:Suggested relationship:

►►Growth = Growth = f f ( ( 
►►past income levelspast income levels
►►investment rates, investment rates, 
►►measures of human capital, measures of human capital, 
►►political and economic determinants of the A term political and economic determinants of the A term 
►►political and economic determinants of the s and d political and economic determinants of the s and d 

terms  terms  

))

0 1

growth

Suggested relationship:Suggested relationship:

►►Growth = Growth = f f ( ( 
►►past income levelspast income levels
►►investment rates, investment rates, 
►►measures of human capital, measures of human capital, 
►►political and economic determinants of the A term political and economic determinants of the A term 
►►political and economic determinants of the s and d political and economic determinants of the s and d 

terms  terms  

))

0 1

growth

Suggested relationship:Suggested relationship:

►►Growth = Growth = f f ( ( 
►►past income levelspast income levels
►►investment rates, investment rates, 
►►measures of human capital, measures of human capital, 
►►political and economic determinants of the A term political and economic determinants of the A term 
►►political and economic determinants of the s and d political and economic determinants of the s and d 

terms  terms  

))

0 1

Size of effect

growth

Source: Collier and Gunning 1999
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Putting numbers of these effects is difficult Putting numbers of these effects is difficult 
But…But…

►► LandlockednessLandlockedness reduces growth by c .5% (reduces growth by c .5% (HoefflerHoeffler))

►► Declining terms of trade reduces accounts for about .7% of  Declining terms of trade reduces accounts for about .7% of  
Africa’s growth shortfall (Africa’s growth shortfall (ElbadawiElbadawi and and NduluNdulu))

►► In countries with ethnic diversity, dictatorship reduces In countries with ethnic diversity, dictatorship reduces 
growth by 3% per annum (Collier and Gunning 1999)growth by 3% per annum (Collier and Gunning 1999)

►► Civil conflict reduces growth by about 4% (Collier 1999)Civil conflict reduces growth by about 4% (Collier 1999)

►► Restrictive trade policies account for c. .4 to 1.2% lower Restrictive trade policies account for c. .4 to 1.2% lower 
growth per annum (Sachs and Warner, Easterly and growth per annum (Sachs and Warner, Easterly and 
Levine)Levine)

►► “Extractive” policies can reduce growth by 4“Extractive” policies can reduce growth by 4--5%5%

►►In all cases, a strong effect is attributed to In all cases, a strong effect is attributed to 
private investment… especially in Africaprivate investment… especially in Africa

But Africa suffers from But Africa suffers from DisDis--investmentinvestment

►► 80 cents of each dollar in aid between 1970 and 80 cents of each dollar in aid between 1970 and 
1996 went out as capital flight1996 went out as capital flight

In part due to exceptional volatilityIn part due to exceptional volatility

►►Can we disentangle the effects of politics Can we disentangle the effects of politics 
and investment?and investment?

►►Or of geography, policy and institutions?Or of geography, policy and institutions?

The The EndogeneityEndogeneity of Political of Political 
Instability, Investment and GrowthInstability, Investment and Growth

Gyimah-Brempong and Traynor, 1999
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A Horserace? Geography, Trade or A Horserace? Geography, Trade or 
InstitutionsInstitutions

Source: Rodrik, Subramanian and Trebbi 2002

Geography, trade or institutionsGeography, trade or institutions

Source: Rodrik, Subramanian and Trebbi 2002

So, Much Points to Endogenous Policies..So, Much Points to Endogenous Policies..

►► Depends on Depends on competitiveness of electoral systemcompetitiveness of electoral system: more competitive : more competitive 
systems have less distributive policiessystems have less distributive policies

►► Depends on Depends on extent of checks and balancesextent of checks and balances within policy process: more within policy process: more 
checks and balances mean more distributive policieschecks and balances mean more distributive policies

►► Depends on Depends on politicalpolitical risksrisks----the greater the risks the less public goods the greater the risks the less public goods 
production there isproduction there is

►► Depends on Depends on structure of the economystructure of the economy: Natural resource : Natural resource 
dependent economies have more distributive policiesdependent economies have more distributive policies

These four, along with income data, account for about These four, along with income data, account for about 3737% of the % of the 
variation within Africa (and about 65% of the global variation)variation within Africa (and about 65% of the global variation)

Choosing Sectors: ManufacturingChoosing Sectors: Manufacturing

►► Has high learning “externalities”Has high learning “externalities”

►► Produces dense networksProduces dense networks

►► Benefits from rapid technological changeBenefits from rapid technological change

►► Is less susceptible to expropriationIs less susceptible to expropriation

►► Is adaptable to marketsIs adaptable to markets

Closing Thoughts and PuzzlesClosing Thoughts and Puzzles
►► Many of the “exogenous” problems (e.g. the impacts of size, of lMany of the “exogenous” problems (e.g. the impacts of size, of location, or ocation, or 

transport infrastructure, of the disease environment) are mediattransport infrastructure, of the disease environment) are mediated by policy ed by policy 
choices. But these choices are a function of the structures of echoices. But these choices are a function of the structures of economies. So:conomies. So:

►► Get out of natural resources:Get out of natural resources:
Unreliable: The value of resource base depends on technologyUnreliable: The value of resource base depends on technology
Bad direct economic effects but also bad indirect effects througBad direct economic effects but also bad indirect effects through policy choicesh policy choices

►► …and into manufactures:…and into manufactures:
Has high learning “externalities”Has high learning “externalities”
Produces dense networksProduces dense networks
Benefits from rapid technological changeBenefits from rapid technological change
Is less susceptible to expropriationIs less susceptible to expropriation

►► ButBut: If manufactures is the way forward, how should agriculture be : If manufactures is the way forward, how should agriculture be treated in treated in 
the medium term?the medium term?

►► Puzzle: What are the moral implications of Puzzle: What are the moral implications of randomlyrandomly choosing regions in Africa choosing regions in Africa 
and concentrating assistance to generate “demonstration” cases oand concentrating assistance to generate “demonstration” cases of f 
developmentdevelopment

Next Lecture: Civil Wars
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Structure of TalkStructure of Talk

►► Key PuzzlesKey Puzzles
WhoWho
WhyWhy
HowHow
For how long?For how long?

►► Narratives of four conflicts:Narratives of four conflicts:
Sierra LeoneSierra Leone
Guinea BissauGuinea Bissau
CasamanceCasamance
AzawadAzawad

Where?

WhoWho

Casamance

WhoWho

SL

WhoWho

SBU: Liberia

WhoWho

Cote d’Ivoire
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WhoWho

Ugandans in Congo

WhyWhy

►►To topple governmentsTo topple governments
►►To take control of the stateTo take control of the state
►►To secedeTo secede
►►To take control of assetsTo take control of assets
►►To get lootTo get loot
►►To express frustrationTo express frustration

►►Don’t knowDon’t know

HowHow

►►"In the 1970s and until the mid"In the 1970s and until the mid--80s … 80s … 
you had a very authoritarian UNITA, you had a very authoritarian UNITA, 
but the rebels respected the right to but the rebels respected the right to 
life, and in the solife, and in the so--called liberated called liberated 
zones, there were even improvements zones, there were even improvements 
in health care and education. It was in health care and education. It was 
partly because…there was a lot of partly because…there was a lot of 
surplus food and other  materials."surplus food and other  materials."

►►Alex VinesAlex Vines

HowHow
►► “In wartime, there is no “In wartime, there is no 

respect for human rights. War respect for human rights. War 
is war." is war." Dr. Jonas Dr. Jonas SavimbiSavimbi

►► "Dr. "Dr. SavimbiSavimbi would kill would kill 
indiscriminately. He would indiscriminately. He would 
order fingers, tongues, noses, order fingers, tongues, noses, 
and even genitals to be cut off. and even genitals to be cut off. 
Sometimes he had this done Sometimes he had this done 
just to exhibit his authority. just to exhibit his authority. 
The atmosphere was really The atmosphere was really 
violent."violent."

►► Source: Source: JoãoJoão Domingo Domingo 
FernandesFernandes

Some VariationsSome Variations
  “Aim” Rebel Group 

Membership 
Civil 
Militias? 

International 
Support to 
Rebels 

International 
Support to  
Government 

Funding Resolution

Azawad 
small, short war  

Secession plus 
merger with 
Northern Niger 

Internationally 
trained, 
nomads 

Yes Almost none: 
some early 
support from 
Libya 

Limited Algerian 
Interventions 

Almost none, 
looting 

Negotiation 

Casamance 
small, long war 

Secession Voluntary, 
untrained, 
peasants 

No Informal 
support from 
Bissau, 
Mauritania and 
Gambia 

Limited French 
Interventions 

Marijuana, 
Cashews, 
Subscription, 
looting 

None 

Guinea Bissau 
big, short war 

Change the 
government in the 
center 

National 
Army 

No From MFDC, 
Casamance 

Senegal, 
Guinea 

Little 
funding, 
government 
assets, 
looting 

Ambiguous 

Sierra Leone 
big, long war 

Take control of 
the state, control 
assets 

Largely 
coerced, 
children 

Yes Some early 
support from 
Liberia and 
Burkina Faso 

ECOMOG 
UNAMSIL 
UK 

Diamonds, 
looting 

Military 
Victory 

Sierra LeoneSierra Leone

 

  

II

►► 23 March 1991 Civil War launched 23 March 1991 Civil War launched 
by RUFby RUF

►► 30 April 1992 Coup by 30 April 1992 Coup by StrasserStrasser
►► Nov 1992, RUF holds Nov 1992, RUF holds PujehunPujehun, , 

KailahunKailahun, , KenemaKenema, and , and KonoKono (by (by 
Liberian border)Liberian border)

►► March 1995. March 1995. StrasserStrasser invites invites 
executive outcomesexecutive outcomes

►► 1995 intensive fighting, starvation1995 intensive fighting, starvation
►► Jan 1996 Jan 1996 StrasserStrasser ousted in coupousted in coup
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Sierra LeoneSierra Leone

 

  

IIII

►► Jan 1996 Jan 1996 StrasserStrasser ousted in coupousted in coup
►► Mar 1996, Transfer to Mar 1996, Transfer to KabbahKabbah
►► 1996 Major actions by CDF militia 1996 Major actions by CDF militia 

groupsgroups
►► November 1996: Abidjan accord, November 1996: Abidjan accord, 

Amnesty, EO pulloutAmnesty, EO pullout
►► Continued fighting, even between Continued fighting, even between 

militias and governmentmilitias and government
►► 25 May 1997. Coup by Johnny Paul 25 May 1997. Coup by Johnny Paul 

KoromaKoroma (AFRC); Joint rule with RUF(AFRC); Joint rule with RUF

Sierra LeoneSierra Leone

 

  

IIIIII
►► 1998 Freetown regained by ECOMOG1998 Freetown regained by ECOMOG
►► 1999 January. RUF access Freetown. 1999 January. RUF access Freetown. 

Pushed back.Pushed back.

►► 1999 July 1999 July LomeLome Peace Accords Peace Accords 

►► April / May 2000 April / May 2000 LomeLome Agreement Breaks Agreement Breaks 
down; hundreds of UN troops abducted down; hundreds of UN troops abducted 

►► May 2000 British move in, followed by UN May 2000 British move in, followed by UN 
extensive deployment March 2001extensive deployment March 2001

►► Jan 2002: war declared over, court Jan 2002: war declared over, court 
establishedestablished

Guinea Bissau  Guinea Bissau  ---- 19981998--99
II
►► 1980 Luis Cabral ousted Vieira1980 Luis Cabral ousted Vieira
►► 1994 Multiparty elections, Vieira elected1994 Multiparty elections, Vieira elected
►► 6 June 1998 Mane sacked, followed by 6 June 1998 Mane sacked, followed by 

mutinymutiny
►► 7 June 1998 Mane forms Junta; enter 7 June 1998 Mane forms Junta; enter 

2,300 Senegalese plus 400 Guinean 2,300 Senegalese plus 400 Guinean 
troopstroops

►► Fighting spreads throughout country, but Fighting spreads throughout country, but 
c. 90% loyal to Manec. 90% loyal to Mane

►► 1 Nov 1998 Abuja Peace Agreement1 Nov 1998 Abuja Peace Agreement
►► January 1999 January 1999 –– Senegal and Guinea start Senegal and Guinea start 

withdrawing troopswithdrawing troops

Guinea Bissau  Guinea Bissau  ---- 19981998--99
IIII
►► February 1999, shooting starts againFebruary 1999, shooting starts again
►► February, 300 ECOMOG troops arrive, February, 300 ECOMOG troops arrive, 

new peace dealnew peace deal
►► March 16. Senegal and Guinea troops March 16. Senegal and Guinea troops 

gone; 600 ECOMOG troops in placegone; 600 ECOMOG troops in place

►► March 31 March 31 –– Elections don’t happenElections don’t happen

►► 6 May 1999; Mane attacks again, Vieira 6 May 1999; Mane attacks again, Vieira 
toppledtoppled

►► Jan 2000 Jan 2000 KumbaKumba YalaYala electedelected
►► November 2000 November 2000 –– Mane assassinatedMane assassinated
►► Sept 2003 Sept 2003 –– YalaYala ousted in a new coupousted in a new coup

CasamanceCasamance and and AzawadAzawad

►► 1990s Secessionist Struggles1990s Secessionist Struggles

►► Ethnic conflicts Ethnic conflicts 

►► Neighborhood effectsNeighborhood effects

►► Macroeconomic Commonalities Macroeconomic Commonalities 
(population size, population (population size, population 
distribution, wealth, ethnic distribution, wealth, ethnic 
fractionalization)fractionalization)



98

CasamanceCasamance and and AzawadAzawad

►► Points of Variation Points of Variation 

►► InIn--country variation: distribution country variation: distribution 
of resources and of power centersof resources and of power centers

►► Outcome Variation: Different Outcome Variation: Different 
DurationsDurations

Casamance: 1982Casamance: 1982--19891989
►► TriggerTrigger: Demonstration, 26 December 1982: Demonstration, 26 December 1982
►► Military Response:Military Response: RadicalizationRadicalization
►► FinancingFinancing: Reliance on subscriptions: Reliance on subscriptions
►► ActivityActivity: Low Intensity: Low Intensity
►► GovernmentGovernment: : Military Plus AppeasementMilitary Plus Appeasement

CasamanceCasamance : 1989 : 1989 -- 19921992
•• Rise in ActivityRise in Activity: First use of automatic rifles and grenades / : First use of automatic rifles and grenades / 

Military responseMilitary response

•• International and Domestic Pressure on Dakar.International and Domestic Pressure on Dakar.

•• NegotiationsNegotiations: Bissau Accord of 31 May 1991: Bissau Accord of 31 May 1991

•• Organization 1: Establishment of Political Wing, Abbé Organization 1: Establishment of Political Wing, Abbé 
Diamacoune as Secretary GeneralDiamacoune as Secretary General

•• Organization 2: Split and establishment of the Organization 2: Split and establishment of the Front Front NordNord
under under SidiSidi BadjiBadji

Casamance, 1992Casamance, 1992-- NowNow
►► Radicalization of Front Radicalization of Front SudSud, turn against , turn against 

civilian population, beginning of war economies civilian population, beginning of war economies 

►► Splits within Splits within Front Front SudSud. Divisions between the . Divisions between the 
political and military wings. Inpolitical and military wings. In--fighting and fighting and 
subsub--divisionsdivisions

►► Financing: almost exclusive dependence on Financing: almost exclusive dependence on 
looting and natural resources. looting and natural resources. 
((Kafountine/BignonaKafountine/Bignona--Banjul StoryBanjul Story))

►► Failed negotiations. Failed negotiations. 

AzawadAzawad: 1990: 1990--9191

►► Revolts of 1894, 1916, 1962. 1970s Revolts of 1894, 1916, 1962. 1970s 
Droughts and emigration to LibyaDroughts and emigration to Libya

►► June 1990 attack on June 1990 attack on MénekaMéneka..

►► Military targets and successes Military targets and successes 
((TuxemeneTuxemene). Military Response and ). Military Response and 
Radicalization, 3000 fighters in 15 Radicalization, 3000 fighters in 15 
bases. bases. 

►► Domestic pressure on TraoréDomestic pressure on Traoré

AzawadAzawad : 1991 : 1991 -- 19941994
►► Direct negotiations. Direct negotiations. TamanrassetTamanrasset, 5, 5--6 January 1991 6 January 1991 

No independence, Administrative decentralization; No independence, Administrative decentralization; 
Creation of jobs, 47.3 % of funds investment for northCreation of jobs, 47.3 % of funds investment for north

►► Slow implementation and rising frustrationsSlow implementation and rising frustrations

►► March 1991, Traoré overthrown. March 1991, Traoré overthrown. 
Fresh army attacks. Fresh army attacks. 

►► Four way split in movementFour way split in movement::
FPLA, MPA, FIAA and ARLA. FPLA, MPA, FIAA and ARLA. 
Banditry.Banditry.

►► April 1992. The National Pact. April 1992. The National Pact. 

►► Continued Low intensity conflict. Gradual rise in Continued Low intensity conflict. Gradual rise in 
criminal violence. Incriminal violence. In--group fightinggroup fighting
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AzawadAzawad : 1994 : 1994 -- 1995 Intercommunal Violence1995 Intercommunal Violence

►► 19 May 1994 Captain Abdoulaye 19 May 1994 Captain Abdoulaye MaïgaMaïga. Militia formed, the “Ganda Koy”. . Militia formed, the “Ganda Koy”. 
Targeting of whites. Targeting of whites. 

►► Response to classResponse to class--based ethnic grievances? based ethnic grievances? 

►► Based in towns financed by citizens and armyBased in towns financed by citizens and army

►► Hurting Stalemate: Highest  level of violence, no political progHurting Stalemate: Highest  level of violence, no political progress. Large ress. Large 
scale refugee flows to Burkina Faso and Mauritania.scale refugee flows to Burkina Faso and Mauritania.

►► MetisseMetisse StoryStory

AzawadAzawad : 1995 : 1995 -- 19961996
►► Hurting intercommunal stalemateHurting intercommunal stalemate
►► Exogenous rise in state strengthExogenous rise in state strength
►► Variation in the processes that led to the Variation in the processes that led to the 

cessation of activities by the different groups. cessation of activities by the different groups. 
Cooperation between FPLA and Cooperation between FPLA and sedentaristssedentarists
ARLA defeated by MPAARLA defeated by MPA
FIAA defeated by government plus MPAFIAA defeated by government plus MPA

►► Intercommunal meetingsIntercommunal meetings
►► FlammeFlamme de la de la PaixPaix

Some Closing Remarks and PuzzlesSome Closing Remarks and Puzzles
►► Given the variation, is “civil war” a meaningful category?Given the variation, is “civil war” a meaningful category?

►► Why are some wars so much more violent than others?Why are some wars so much more violent than others?

►► The fundamental (rationalist) puzzle: If the deal from a The fundamental (rationalist) puzzle: If the deal from a 
peace negotiation can be implemented without having a peace negotiation can be implemented without having a 
war, why do we ever see wars in the first place?war, why do we ever see wars in the first place?

►► The fundamental negotiators puzzle: Why will warring The fundamental negotiators puzzle: Why will warring 
groups ever implement the terms of a peace deal instead groups ever implement the terms of a peace deal instead 
of starting to fight again as soon as the others stop?of starting to fight again as soon as the others stop?

►► Why do some wars produce civil defense militias while Why do some wars produce civil defense militias while 
others do not?others do not?

►► Why has the frequency of wars declined in the late 1990s?Why has the frequency of wars declined in the late 1990s?
Next Lectures: Central African Conflicts & Towards Explanation

Causes and Duration: Causes and Duration: 
Main ExplanationsMain Explanations

►►Motivational ExplanationsMotivational Explanations
Exclusion and MarginalizationExclusion and Marginalization
Desire to capture the stateDesire to capture the state
Cultural collapse: demographic explanationsCultural collapse: demographic explanations

►►Permissive ExplanationsPermissive Explanations
Availability of financingAvailability of financing
Weak StatesWeak States
Military technologyMilitary technology——terrain, gunsterrain, guns

Causes: The Greed ExplanationCauses: The Greed Explanation

Quantitative Evidence:Quantitative Evidence:
Countries with a higher share of primary commodity Countries with a higher share of primary commodity 
exports are more likely to have civil wars. (Collier and exports are more likely to have civil wars. (Collier and 
HoefflerHoeffler))

Countries with a higher share of oil exports are more Countries with a higher share of oil exports are more 
likely to have civil wars. (likely to have civil wars. (FearonFearon and and LaitinLaitin))

Why?Why?
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The Greed ExplanationThe Greed Explanation
Senegal and Mali cases:Senegal and Mali cases:

1. Often the wrong natural resources: 1. Often the wrong natural resources: 
Senegal: Fish, groundnuts and cotton in SenegalSenegal: Fish, groundnuts and cotton in Senegal
Mali:Mali: Gold Gold -- Mali’s third largest export after cotton and Mali’s third largest export after cotton and 

livestock ($67 million 1994)livestock ($67 million 1994)
Sierra Leone: Plausible for leadership, not for followersSierra Leone: Plausible for leadership, not for followers

2.2. Chronology and Resource Type:Chronology and Resource Type:
LootableLootable resources existed, but:resources existed, but:
Senegal:     (Marijuana, Cashews, Timber) only accessed in late Senegal:     (Marijuana, Cashews, Timber) only accessed in late 1980s1980s
Mali:Mali: (Cattle) Highly diffuse, difficult to concentrate revenues.(Cattle) Highly diffuse, difficult to concentrate revenues.

The Greed ExplanationThe Greed Explanation
Other problemsOther problems

1.1. Many measurement problems Many measurement problems 

2.2. There is greed everywhere There is greed everywhere 

3.3. We still need to understand the strength We still need to understand the strength 
of the oppositionof the opposition

4.4. We still need to explain the motivation of We still need to explain the motivation of 
the rank and filethe rank and file

Causes: Grievance?Causes: Grievance?

Political marginalizationPolitical marginalization: : 
►► Senegal and Mali cases: UnderSenegal and Mali cases: Under--representation in the central representation in the central 

administration; mayor of Ziguinchor, Kidal;  and regional administration; mayor of Ziguinchor, Kidal;  and regional 
governors appointed from outside.governors appointed from outside.

Cultural marginalization: Cultural marginalization: 
►► Casamançais Casamançais -- “Forest people, pagans, palm“Forest people, pagans, palm--wine drinkers (or wine drinkers (or 

drunkards) and pork eaters” drunkards) and pork eaters” 

►► TouaregsTouaregs --“Lazy, prone to violence and criminality, “Lazy, prone to violence and criminality, 
opportunistic, ethnically chauvinistic, and unpatriotic.”opportunistic, ethnically chauvinistic, and unpatriotic.”

►► What is an appropriate metric?What is an appropriate metric?

Causes: Grievance?Causes: Grievance?

►► Economic Marginalization Economic Marginalization 

–– Common complaints: Common complaints: 
–– Low levels of investment, discrimination by new land rights regiLow levels of investment, discrimination by new land rights regimesmes
–– Poor Employment Prospects Education and UnemploymentPoor Employment Prospects Education and Unemployment——

IshumarIshumar

–– But: very weak cross national evidence for a role for inequalityBut: very weak cross national evidence for a role for inequality..

–– To date however, there are no measures of To date however, there are no measures of between groupbetween group [horizontal [horizontal 
inequality] inequality] 

Causes: Grievance, MaliCauses: Grievance, Mali

Population (%) School Attendance
Rates 1995/96 (%)

Malnutrition
0-3 Years; Rates

(%)

Vulnerability to
Extreme Food

Insecurity 1996 (%)
Original Data
Source

DNSI (Direction nationale
de la statistique et de
l'informatique)
Commissariat au Plan

“Report on the analysis
of the situation in
Mali.” UNICEF, 1996

Population and health
survey 1995–96.

FEWS data for 1996
and 1997.

Kayes 14 35 38 0
Bamako 9 131 29 0
Koulikoro 16 44 41 0
Sikasso 17 38 44 0
Segou 18 37 41 0
The North
Mopti 16 23 41 10
Timbuktu 6 23 41 28
Gao 4 31 41 61
Kidal 1 19 41 83
Total 100 42 40 7
Note: Based on data presented in WFP Country Program Mali (1999-2001), Agenda Item 7.

Causes: Grievance, SenegalCauses: Grievance, Senegal
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Dakar 3,773 30 93 0% 33
Louga 2,311 57 35 2% 5
St Louis 4,020 49 42 4% 16
Tambacounda 1,376 59 36 9% 5

Kolda 805 62 40 22% 4
Ziguinchor 2,053 39 94 6% 16

    
All Senegal 2,597 44 56 5% 13
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PolarizationPolarization in Senegalin Senegal

Kolda (22) Tambacounda (9)
Ziguinchor

(6)

Dakar (0) Fatick (13)

Louga (1.5)

Diourbel
(2.5)

Saint Louis (4)

Kaolack (4)

Thies
(8)

Region ELF GPI 
Louga 48 1.5 
St Louis 51 4 
Kaolack 55 4 
Kolda 58 22 
Diourbel 60 2.5 
Tambacounda 62 9 
Thies 68 8 
Fatick 68 13 
Ziguinchor 73 6 
Dakar 74 0 

 

Data source: Enqûete Senegalaise auprès des ménages, 1995

What were the political What were the political 
goals of the group?goals of the group?

AFRC CDF

RUF SLA

Defend Community End Autocracy
Stop Corruption Express dissatisfaction
Get Power Bring Peace

Graphs by  Faction for Section 3

And is that why people joined?And is that why people joined?
CDF RUF

Abducted Political Support
Better Lifestyle Offered Money
Scared of alternative

Graphs by  Faction for Section 3

CDF RUF

Abducted Political Support
Better Lifestyle Offered Money
Scared of alternative

Graphs by  Faction for Section 3

PROMISED
EDUCATION

And is that why people joined?And is that why people joined?

RecruitmentRecruitment

►► ““What made you join?What made you join?””

►► “I had a boyfriend who was a soldier, and I “I had a boyfriend who was a soldier, and I 
followed him…I was attracted by the uniform. Full followed him…I was attracted by the uniform. Full 
combat looks smart. I sent my mother a picture of combat looks smart. I sent my mother a picture of 
me in combat…Lot of young women followed the me in combat…Lot of young women followed the 
rebels because they offered them items and their rebels because they offered them items and their 
regular men did nothing for them”regular men did nothing for them”

►► Girl fighting in irregular SL army Girl fighting in irregular SL army 
(Source: Peters and Richards)(Source: Peters and Richards)

RecruitmentRecruitment
►► Why did you join?Why did you join?

“Every man should fight” “Every man should fight” 
“To feel safer”“To feel safer”
“Because my family was killed”“Because my family was killed”
“My chief asked me to”“My chief asked me to”
“My brother asked me”“My brother asked me”
“I felt safer inside”“I felt safer inside”
I would be allowed “to inflict terror on people”I would be allowed “to inflict terror on people”
“to fight for our right, so that foreigners do not rule us”“to fight for our right, so that foreigners do not rule us”
“they will send me to do cadet course abroad”“they will send me to do cadet course abroad”
“so that at the end of the war everyone of us  will live in luxu“so that at the end of the war everyone of us  will live in luxury houses”ry houses”
[I would be] “sent to America/England”[I would be] “sent to America/England”
“if they succeed, everyone will be given visa to the “if they succeed, everyone will be given visa to the europeeurope and world”and world”
“Protect my body against bullets”“Protect my body against bullets”
““MicrocreditMicrocredit””
“Zinc, bicycle”“Zinc, bicycle”
“Get DDR benefits”“Get DDR benefits”
Education, Education, EducationEducation, Education, Education
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Who joined? EducationWho joined? Education

CDF RUF

No_school Some_primary_school
Completed_primary Some_secondary_school
Completed_secondary Some_university
Completed_university Some_Institute_or_Polytechnic
Completed_Institute_or_Poly

Graphs by  Faction for Section 3

Who joined? Who joined? 
Educational History of CombatantsEducational History of Combatants

CDF RUF

Still_in_school no_fees
school_closed completed_schooling
life_better_outside Other

Graphs by  Faction for Section 3

Children and OrphansChildren and Orphans

 No parent died 
during the war 

At least one parent died 
during the war 

Total 

    
Neither parent dead 
before the war 

432 277 709 

At least one parent dead 
before the war 

269 65 334 

    
Total 701 342 1,043 
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DemographicsDemographics

►► Not new; but recently peakedNot new; but recently peaked
Child CrusadesChild Crusades

►► Technology makes it easier for childrenTechnology makes it easier for children
Massive destructive capacity in light weaponsMassive destructive capacity in light weapons

►► Lack of cultural passLack of cultural pass--through; lack of supervisionthrough; lack of supervision
Problem exacerbated by AIDS epidemicProblem exacerbated by AIDS epidemic
And (in turn) by conflictAnd (in turn) by conflict
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Artificial Boundaries and Artificial Boundaries and 
Geographic Geographic ExceptionalismExceptionalism

►► African wars strongly marked by geographical splits:African wars strongly marked by geographical splits:
Sudan, Ethiopia, Chad, Mali, Niger, Senegal, Nigeria, UgandaSudan, Ethiopia, Chad, Mali, Niger, Senegal, Nigeria, Uganda
Some exceptions: Rwanda, Burundi, Sierra LeoneSome exceptions: Rwanda, Burundi, Sierra Leone

►►Political and Physical Geography, “Remoteness”Political and Physical Geography, “Remoteness”
In many cases: local colonial histories, special In many cases: local colonial histories, special 
administrative status, local histories of revoltadministrative status, local histories of revolt
Ethnic, Religious and Occupational CompositionEthnic, Religious and Occupational Composition

►► But these African conflicts are complicated by the fact that But these African conflicts are complicated by the fact that 
even when the nation is composed of multiple parts, those even when the nation is composed of multiple parts, those 
parts rarely have their own histories of nationhood eitherparts rarely have their own histories of nationhood either

Causes, OverviewCauses, Overview
►► Overall: much support for “deep” explanationsOverall: much support for “deep” explanations

demographic structuresdemographic structures
the structure of national economiesthe structure of national economies
the ties that bind peoplethe ties that bind people
the capacity of states to fightthe capacity of states to fight
the capacity of states to negotiate the capacity of states to negotiate 
semisemi--educationeducation

As yet only weak evidence that ethnicity matters. Ethnicity appeAs yet only weak evidence that ethnicity matters. Ethnicity appears most ars most 
likely to matter when there is a single dominant group.likely to matter when there is a single dominant group.

►► Many of the deep  permissive explanations are closely Many of the deep  permissive explanations are closely 
associated with motivational explanationsassociated with motivational explanations

Some duration mechanismsSome duration mechanisms

Duration and MotivationDuration and Motivation

►► Wars launched by coups and popular revolutions Wars launched by coups and popular revolutions 
started in the capital tend to be shortstarted in the capital tend to be short

►► “Sons of the soil” war last longer“Sons of the soil” war last longer——Sudan, Sudan, 
CasamanceCasamance……

►► Wars over contraband or smuggled goods last Wars over contraband or smuggled goods last 
very long (Angola, Sierra Leone)very long (Angola, Sierra Leone)

(Source (Source FearonFearon: 2003): 2003)
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Duration Duration and Terrainand Terrain
•• Mountains and forestsMountains and forests

•• SenegalSenegal--Mali case: Mali case: CrossCross--national national 
Correlation between forest cover and Correlation between forest cover and 
duration borne out. But not because duration borne out. But not because 
military victory was easier in Mali. military victory was easier in Mali. 
•• Senegalese army more likely to venture Senegalese army more likely to venture 

into forested areas than Malian to desert into forested areas than Malian to desert 
areas. areas. 

•• In neither was a military solution In neither was a military solution 
successful; however in Mali a negotiated successful; however in Mali a negotiated 
settlement was possible.settlement was possible.

•• The impact of forest cover on war The impact of forest cover on war 
duration is only binding when negotiated duration is only binding when negotiated 
settlements are not possible. settlements are not possible. 

Duration and FinancingDuration and Financing

►► An army marches on its bellyAn army marches on its belly
Casamance: Funded by  Casamance: Funded by  mostly renewablemostly renewable resources. resources. 

Mali, Niger: dependence on extraction and taking of cattle and 4Mali, Niger: dependence on extraction and taking of cattle and 4 wheel drives. wheel drives. 
Resources rapidly exhaustedResources rapidly exhausted..

Some groups received sponsorship from tradersSome groups received sponsorship from traders——with duration agendaswith duration agendas

►► International financing often has a duration agenda. International financing often has a duration agenda. 
Sometimes: keep the war going! (Angola)Sometimes: keep the war going! (Angola)

Sometimes aimed at securing goods quickly (Congo)Sometimes aimed at securing goods quickly (Congo)

Natural resources and negotiation failureNatural resources and negotiation failure

►► The existence of resources alters the The existence of resources alters the value of economic activity value of economic activity 
during warduring war relative to the value of a settlementrelative to the value of a settlement

►► Fragmentation of groups due to Fragmentation of groups due to diffuse resources diffuse resources prevents prevents 
negotiators from making credible commitmentsnegotiators from making credible commitments

Compare alluvial versus Compare alluvial versus kimberlitekimberlite diamondsdiamonds

►► The economic value of the region has  implications for the The economic value of the region has  implications for the 
““discretenessdiscreteness” of the policy space” of the policy space

Duration and Rebel OrganizationDuration and Rebel Organization

►► Multiple Splits Multiple Splits in both Malian and Casamance groups in both Malian and Casamance groups 
delayed rather than eased resolution.delayed rather than eased resolution.

►► Variation in “Organizational Culture”Variation in “Organizational Culture”: In Casamance : In Casamance 
political leaders isolated from the functioning of the political leaders isolated from the functioning of the maquismaquis ; ; 
in Mali, all political leaders have been required to live with oin Mali, all political leaders have been required to live with or r 
to operate alongside the to operate alongside the maquisardsmaquisards. . 

►► Impact of variation of resourcesImpact of variation of resources: Resource type alters : Resource type alters 
incentives for collective action. “Diffuse” resources in incentives for collective action. “Diffuse” resources in 
Casamance ; Jointly produced  goods (government jobs) in Casamance ; Jointly produced  goods (government jobs) in 
Mali.Mali.

Duration and Organizational Structures: Duration and Organizational Structures: 
AzawadAzawad

Duration and Organizational Structures: Duration and Organizational Structures: 
Casamance Casamance 
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Duration and International AspectsDuration and International Aspects

►► SenegalSenegal: Elements in Guinea: Elements in Guinea--Bissau and Bissau and 
Gambia benefit from the Casamance Gambia benefit from the Casamance 
conflict.conflict.

Arms sales. Routing of cashew/cannabis  exports Arms sales. Routing of cashew/cannabis  exports 
through the zone / Providing markets to conflict areasthrough the zone / Providing markets to conflict areas

►► MaliMali: Algeria, with its own political issues : Algeria, with its own political issues 
with Berber groups was keen on a speedy with Berber groups was keen on a speedy 
resolution. resolution. ((IyadIyad/Fate of Refugees)/Fate of Refugees)

Most successful terminationsMost successful terminations

►► Low international interest in war continuationLow international interest in war continuation

►► International forces have stopped multiple wars, but there International forces have stopped multiple wars, but there 
are risksare risks

Sometimes capacity too lowSometimes capacity too low
Sometimes can increase spread of AIDSSometimes can increase spread of AIDS
Sometimes feeds local war economiesSometimes feeds local war economies

►► But, most successful negotiations wereBut, most successful negotiations were
Those that occur after exhaustionThose that occur after exhaustion
Those that come with jobs and rewards (Sierra Leone)Those that come with jobs and rewards (Sierra Leone)
Those that involved widespread consultation Those that involved widespread consultation (Mali)(Mali)

►► When leaders dieWhen leaders die

Some Closing Remarks and PuzzlesSome Closing Remarks and Puzzles

►►What should you do after wars end?What should you do after wars end?

►►Should you focus on the future or the past? Should you focus on the future or the past? 
On amnesty and reOn amnesty and re--training? Or on justice training? Or on justice 
and punishment.and punishment.

►►Can you do both?Can you do both?

Next Lecture: What you do when wars end (Guest Lecture)

Lecture 26: FinalLecture 26: Final LectureLecture

The Big QuestionsThe Big Questions

►►What accounts for the variation in the What accounts for the variation in the 
strength of state structures? strength of state structures? 

►►What accounts for Africa’s slow economic What accounts for Africa’s slow economic 
growth? growth? 

►►Why do some African countries suffer from Why do some African countries suffer from 
high levels of political violence while others high levels of political violence while others 
are spared? are spared? 
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PrecolonialPrecolonial StatesStates

►►Extraordinary variationExtraordinary variation

Empires, trading statesEmpires, trading states

KingdomsKingdoms

Stateless societies account for perhaps 25% of Stateless societies account for perhaps 25% of 
African population at beginning of colonial African population at beginning of colonial 
period (Curtin, p71)period (Curtin, p71)

Empires Empires 
and and 

Trading Trading 
KingdomsKingdoms

Internally consistent state systemsInternally consistent state systems

►► Reciprocity norms Reciprocity norms 
►► Overlapping Generations conventionsOverlapping Generations conventions

Dickson and Shepsle 2002

Compatibility with the Modern State?Compatibility with the Modern State?

►► Weak Emphasis on Territory, Few Hard Territorial Weak Emphasis on Territory, Few Hard Territorial 
Boundaries : People matter moreBoundaries : People matter more

►► Joint Jurisdiction Over Land: Unbundling of Joint Jurisdiction Over Land: Unbundling of 
ownership and controlownership and control

►► States within States: Largely decentralized controlStates within States: Largely decentralized control

►► Kinship relations centralKinship relations central

►► Interstate competition: When states grew poor Interstate competition: When states grew poor 
they disappearedthey disappeared
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Methods of ColonialismMethods of Colonialism

►►New TechnologyNew Technology
►►African SoldiersAfrican Soldiers
►►Private CorporationsPrivate Corporations
►►Rule of the few, use of brutalityRule of the few, use of brutality
►►Variation in the degree of Variation in the degree of 

empowerment of local groupsempowerment of local groups

HypocrisyHypocrisy
I contend that we are the first race 
in the world, and that the more of 
the world that we  inhabit the better 
it is for the human race. I contend 
that every acre added to our 
territory means the birth of more of 
the English race who otherwise 
would not be brought into 
existence… 

Cecil Rhodes 1891

Massive Abuses
Miserable DevelopmentMiserable Development

Poor InvestmentsPoor Investments

But politics continued…But politics continued…

►► States and Stateless SocietiesStates and Stateless Societies
Stateless Groups more opposed to colonial domination? Stateless Groups more opposed to colonial domination? 
Kikuyu? Ibo? Diola? Kikuyu? Ibo? Diola? 
Compare with Wolof, Ashanti?Compare with Wolof, Ashanti?

►► Settler societiesSettler societies
Presence of Settlers: Causes problems on supply side Presence of Settlers: Causes problems on supply side 
and demand sideand demand side
More violence in settler areas: Southern Africa, AlgeriaMore violence in settler areas: Southern Africa, Algeria

Indirect RuleIndirect Rule

►► More internal divisionsMore internal divisions——Nigeria, GhanaNigeria, Ghana
►► Less identification of elites with the centerLess identification of elites with the center
►► But: more exclusion of elites; more unemployed But: more exclusion of elites; more unemployed 

intellectuals, less managed educational systemsintellectuals, less managed educational systems
►► Higher levels of political organization and violenceHigher levels of political organization and violence

►► Indirect rule maintained power in hands of Indirect rule maintained power in hands of 
traditional elites but eroded their power basetraditional elites but eroded their power base

The Legacies
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One Commodity CountriesOne Commodity Countries

►►AlgeriaAlgeria
►►AngolaAngola
►►BotswanaBotswana
►►BurundiBurundi
►►R CongoR Congo
►►GabonGabon
►►GuineaGuinea

►►LibyaLibya
►►NigerNiger
►►RwandaRwanda
►►Sao TomeSao Tome
►►SomaliaSomalia
►►UgandaUganda
►►ZambiaZambia

►► Dependence of African economies on single commodities weakens Dependence of African economies on single commodities weakens 
their their bargaining powerbargaining power. Unable to achieve self. Unable to achieve self--sufficiency.sufficiency.

Transportation NetworksTransportation Networks

BrutalityBrutality

1896 1996

Weak StructuresWeak Structures

►►Education: (1960: Sixteen Graduates out of Education: (1960: Sixteen Graduates out of 
13 million people living in the Congo)13 million people living in the Congo)

►►Infrastructure (Roads and Ports)Infrastructure (Roads and Ports)

►►Dependent on external supportDependent on external support

Arbitrary BoundariesArbitrary Boundaries

►►States contained traditional rivals: States contained traditional rivals: 
AsanteAsante and and FantiFanti in Gold Coastin Gold Coast
Yoruba and Hausa in NigeriaYoruba and Hausa in Nigeria
Ndebele and Ndebele and ShonaShona in Southern Rhodesiain Southern Rhodesia

►►Borders split others:Borders split others:
Ewe between Gold coast and Ewe between Gold coast and TogolandTogoland
Ibo, between Nigeria and CameroonIbo, between Nigeria and Cameroon
Somalia, between Ethiopia, Somalia and KenyaSomalia, between Ethiopia, Somalia and Kenya

Variation in ResultsVariation in Results

► Former British colonies prospered relative to French, 
Spanish and Portuguese; possibly because of the stronger 
economic and political institutions (David Landes 1998, 
chapters 19 and 20)

► French colonies less susceptible to state failure—repeatedly 
found by SFTF

► French colonies have more stable macroeconomies

► Countries with more colonial penetration appear to have 
done better in terms of governance in the medium run
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AcemogluAcemoglu, Johnson and Robinson, Johnson and Robinson

The State

►► Characteristics Characteristics 
Small GovernmentsSmall Governments

Challenged Monopolies on Challenged Monopolies on 
SecuritySecurity

Informal FederalismInformal Federalism

Poor Institutional MemoryPoor Institutional Memory

PracticesPractices

►►Informality of the stateInformality of the state

►►Overlapping interests of public and private Overlapping interests of public and private 
spheresspheres

The Sierra Leonean Minister of EnvironmentThe Sierra Leonean Minister of Environment

►►Divorce of public and private moralitiesDivorce of public and private moralities

►► States weakened by lack of human and physical States weakened by lack of human and physical 
infrastructureinfrastructure

►► Dependence on aid and rents reduces need to Dependence on aid and rents reduces need to 
extend control of the stateextend control of the state

►► Lack of external threats limits need of state Lack of external threats limits need of state 
coercive capacitycoercive capacity

►► International policies have often weakened states International policies have often weakened states 
rather than strengthening themrather than strengthening them

►► Politicians benefit from disorderPoliticians benefit from disorder

But there has been change, a But there has been change, a 
growing political opposition and civil growing political opposition and civil 

society groupssociety groups

►► Congress of Trade Unions (Congress of Trade Unions (ChilubaChiluba) v ) v KaundaKaunda in Zambiain Zambia
Initial debates on Initial debates on multipartyismmultipartyism takes place in takes place in The National MirrorThe National Mirror
(Church sponsored newspaper)(Church sponsored newspaper)
Student and labor groups; labor and interest groupsStudent and labor groups; labor and interest groups

►► Women's Forum in Sierra Leone, 1996 Women's Forum in Sierra Leone, 1996 
Other women’s protests?Other women’s protests?

►► Our next two vignettes:Our next two vignettes:
The National Conference v. The National Conference v. KerekouKerekou in Beninin Benin

The Deposition of The Deposition of TraoreTraore in Maliin Mali
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And a resulting African wave of And a resulting African wave of 
DemocratizationDemocratization

►► Beginning 1990sBeginning 1990s

By late 1990s liberalization in all but Libya and By late 1990s liberalization in all but Libya and 
SudanSudan

70 multi70 multi--candidate presidential elections in the candidate presidential elections in the 
1990s1990s

Now multiple countries have had changes of Now multiple countries have had changes of 
government due to elections (not including government due to elections (not including 
“founding” elections):“founding” elections):

►► Cape Verde, Sao Tome e Principe, Benin, Mali, Cape Verde, Sao Tome e Principe, Benin, Mali, 
Ghana, Senegal, Kenya, Mauritius, ZambiaGhana, Senegal, Kenya, Mauritius, Zambia

GrowthGrowth

Growth

Growth: Chief Explanations Growth: Chief Explanations 
►► ExogenousExogenous

Severe health challengesSevere health challenges
Severe agricultural challengesSevere agricultural challenges
Economic structure too reliant on primary commodities with variaEconomic structure too reliant on primary commodities with variable and ble and 
declining pricesdeclining prices
Poor Market InfrastructuresPoor Market Infrastructures
Impediments to tradeImpediments to trade

►► EndogenousEndogenous
High political riskHigh political risk
Dictatorships have low growthDictatorships have low growth——especially in ethnically fractionalized especially in ethnically fractionalized 
countriescountries
CorruptionCorruption
Civil WarsCivil Wars

Extremely low investmentExtremely low investment

Huge Swings in Policy ApproachesHuge Swings in Policy Approaches
►► Both the socialist and (more) liberal post independence routes fBoth the socialist and (more) liberal post independence routes failedailed

They were subject to elite captureThey were subject to elite capture
They were not participativeThey were not participative

►► After that, the structural adjustment reforms did not bring muchAfter that, the structural adjustment reforms did not bring much growth growth 
eithereither

They ignored the politics of reformThey ignored the politics of reform
Incentives are wrong for conditionalityIncentives are wrong for conditionality
They misunderstood social structuresThey misunderstood social structures
They were not participativeThey were not participative

►► How about present approaches, How about present approaches, PRSPsPRSPs, , MDGsMDGs??

Are they participative?Are they participative?

►► One thing that is clearOne thing that is clear: corruption hurts, especially the poor. Two : corruption hurts, especially the poor. Two 
sides implicated in corruption.sides implicated in corruption.

Much Points to Endogenous Policies...Much Points to Endogenous Policies...

►►Depends on Depends on competitiveness of electoral competitiveness of electoral 
systemsystem: more competitive systems have less : more competitive systems have less 
distributive policies, the more individuals distributive policies, the more individuals 
have power over political decisions, the less have power over political decisions, the less 
neoneo--patrimonial they can bepatrimonial they can be

►►Depends on external and financial sources Depends on external and financial sources 
of government support: on of government support: on aid politicsaid politics and and 
on the on the structure of the economystructure of the economy

Strong arguments for shifting production Strong arguments for shifting production 
to manufactures and servicesto manufactures and services

►► Has high learning “externalities”Has high learning “externalities”

►► Produces dense networksProduces dense networks

►► Benefits from rapid technological changeBenefits from rapid technological change

►► Is less susceptible to expropriationIs less susceptible to expropriation

►► Is adaptable to marketsIs adaptable to markets

►► Key problems: (1) Poor human capital (2) The difficult Key problems: (1) Poor human capital (2) The difficult 
position of agricultureposition of agriculture
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SL

Conflict

Causes and Duration: Causes and Duration: 
Main ExplanationsMain Explanations

►►Motivational ExplanationsMotivational Explanations
Exclusion and MarginalizationExclusion and Marginalization
Desire to capture the stateDesire to capture the state
Cultural collapse: demographic explanationsCultural collapse: demographic explanations

►►Permissive ExplanationsPermissive Explanations
Availability of financingAvailability of financing
Weak StatesWeak States
Military technologyMilitary technology——terrain, gunsterrain, guns

Conflict: Core FindingsConflict: Core Findings

►►Greed? Sometimes for sure. But weak Greed? Sometimes for sure. But weak 
general evidence for elites, and no evidence general evidence for elites, and no evidence 
that this motivates followers.that this motivates followers.

►►More likely: More likely: 
Weak state structuresWeak state structures
Poor conflict resolution mechanismsPoor conflict resolution mechanisms
Frustration with economic and political exclusionFrustration with economic and political exclusion
Destruction of social networksDestruction of social networks

Evidence that combatants are drawn Evidence that combatants are drawn 
from groups abandoned by the statefrom groups abandoned by the state

CDF RUF

Still_in_school no_fees
school_closed completed_schooling
life_better_outside Other

Graphs by  Faction for Section 3

Evidence that combatants are drawn Evidence that combatants are drawn 
from groups devastated by health crisesfrom groups devastated by health crises

 No parent died 
during the war 

At least one parent died 
during the war 

Total 

    
Neither parent dead 
before the war 

432 277 709 

At least one parent dead 
before the war 

269 65 334 

    
Total 701 342 1,043 
 

Dominant Themes:Dominant Themes:

Strength of International LinkagesStrength of International Linkages
Enormous Role of Physical GeographyEnormous Role of Physical Geography

Great DiversityGreat Diversity
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FutureFuture


